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LLOYD E. SLAYTON, Petitioner~ 
versus 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, Defendant. 
PETITION FOR WRIT OF ERROR. 
To the Honorable Chief Justice and Justices of the· Supreme 
Court of Appeals of Virginia: · 
Your petitioner, Lloyd E. Slayton, respectfully represents: 
That l1e is aggrieved by tlw final judgment of the Camp-
bell County Circuit Court, or the Hon. Charles E. Burke; 
Judge of said Court, rendered and entered against him on the 
15th day of October, 1945, by reason of which the said Court, 
or Judge, committed your petitioner to jail for a period of · 
sixty days. · 
A duly certified transcript of the record of the trial had 
by your petitioner on February 2, 1945, and on July 13, 1945, 
in the Trial Justice .Court, the verdict of acquittal of your 
petitioner by the jury on the 15th day of October, 1945, the 
order committing him to jail, and his Motion and Grounds for, 
a new trial, the overruling of the same and his exception 
thereto, and of the trial of petitioner for subornation of 
perjury, and of the trial of Junior Epperson for perjury, are 
herewith presented and prayed to .be read as a part of this 
petition. · . · 
2 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virg'iuin 
Your petitioner is advised and represents to Your Honors 
that the said judgment is erroneous and that he is aggrieved 
thereby as hereinafter alleged in his Assignment of Errors. 
2* * ASSIGNMENT OF ERRORS. 
With due deference, petitioner assigns as error and re-
spectfully represents that: 
The learned Trial Court, Hon. Charles E. Burks, a.fter the 
jury had acquitted petitioner-of the charge for which he was 
convicted in the Trial Justice Court on the 13th day of July, 
1945, acted arbitrarily and without warrant or authority of 
law in the fact that said Circuit Court did not continue in 
~ffect the said order of suspension granted to this petitioner 
by the said Trial Justice Court on February 2, 1945, but upon 
the contrary committed this petitioner to jail for a period of 
the said sixty days. 
Your petitioner respectfully represents that he has not at 
any time since February 2, 1945, committed any violation of 
the law, at all, or committed any crime, and he has not for-
feited the right granted to him in the suspension of the sen-
tence on February 2, 1945. 
This petition is to be filed bef pre the Hon. George L. Brown-
ing, Justice of the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
3• ""Counsel for petitioner desire to state orally the reasons 
. why said final judgment appealed from should . be re-
viewed by the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
A carbon copy T>f this petiti9n was delivered to Mr. S. J. 
Thompson, Commonwealth's Attorney of Campbell County, 
at Rustburg, Virginia, on the 6th day of Nov.,· 1945. 
STATEMENT OF FACTS. 
On February 2, 1945, Lloyd Slayton, a recently discharged 
soldier, rejoicing to be home once again, undertook to cele-
brate the occasion and in doing so over-indulged in intoxicants 
to some extent for which he was arraigned in the Trial J us-
tice Court of Campbell County and fined $100.0ff '.and costs 
(which he paid), and was given a jail sentence of sixty days 
on a charge in the warrant for having operated his automo-
J:,ile while under the influence of intoxicants, together with 
mention having been made in the warrant of some other in-
cidental infractions of the law. The jail sentence was, by 
orqer of said Trial Justice Court, suspended ( presumably 
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during gooc;l behavior) and the· driving permit of accused 
was suspended. 
On June 23, 1945, a warrant was procured by Traffic Officer 
.Mr. Barnes, charging said Lloyd Slayton-with having op-
erated his automobile without a permit. This warrant 
4 • was the result of Barnes *having met and passed the car 
of accused just south of Altavista and Barnes claims to 
have recog·nized the accused driving it, and turned around 
and followed the car of accused into Altavista and there ar-
rested the accused and obtained said warrant. 
There were in the car with accused at the time, Lee Car-
ter, Roosevelt Robinson ( on the front seat, Lee Carter driv-
ing), and Lloyd Slayton, left, · Lee McDaniel, middle, and 
Shirley H~drick, right, in the rear seat, which placed Lloyd 
Slayton directly behind the driver, Lee Carter. 
Robinson could not be had as a witness for accused. 
This warrant was set for trial on July 6, and the evidence 
then heard before the Trial Justice Court. Barnes was ·the 
only witness for the Commonwealth. He stated that accused 
was driving the· car on said date, June 23. Lee Carter, Lloyd 
Slayton, Lee McDaniel and Shirley Hedrick, all of whom 
were in the car at the time, all stated that Lloyd· Slayton .was 
not driving but that Lee Carter was driving it. Junior Ep-
person and Junior Lanier, 20 and 17 years of age, respectively, 
also stated that they were in Altavista in front of the West-
ern Auto Company, on Broad Street, when the Slayton car 
, arrived and parked in Altavista, and that they saw the car 
arrive and park and that Lee Carter, and not Lloyd Slayton, 
was driving the car. 
The Trial Justice, thus confronted with so much positive 
evidence for the accused, announced in effect, if not in words, 
that he could not convict the accused under that situation, 
whereupon Barnes stated that if opportunity were given to 
him that he could and would produce other proof ( to corrobo-
rate himself) that accused was driving the car. 
5* *Thereupon the Court continued the case for one week 
and until July 13, and Barnes went in search of evidenc~ 
to corroborate himself and to establish that accused and not 
Lee Qarter was driving the car, and being unable to find any-
one who knew anything about the matter other than those 
who bad testified for accused, as aforesaid, he ( aided by a 
Mr. Rorer, an officer) made contact :first with the witness; 
Shirley Hedrick, and as a result thereof Hedrick changed his 
statement he had sworn to on said July 6, and so was taken 
before the Grand .Jury and there on the 9th of July he and 
Barnes testified and indicted Lee Carter, Lloyd Slayton, Lee 
McDaniel, Shirley Hedrick (himself), Junior Epperson and 
-
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Junior Lanier, for perjury, 0for their alleged false -testimony 
on July 6, whereby they all swore that Lee Carter and not 
Lloyd Slayton was driving said automobile on June 23. - So 
these having been indicted on July 9, on July 13 and without 
any additional or _other evidence than the Trial Justice had 
on July 6, said·Trial Justice Court found the defendant, Lloyd 
Slayton, guilty, fined him $25.00, issued a rule and revoked 
the suspended s~~tence of the sixty-day jail sentence granted 
by said Court gn. ~ebruary 2, and defendant appealed from 
the judgment imposing the fine and from the order revoking 
said suspension. 
The appeal was tried de novo and before a Jury on October 
15, and t4e Jury acquitted the defendant, Lloyd Slayton. 
Immediately after the return of the jury's v.erdict, tlu~ 
Court entered an order continuing in effect the revocation of 
the said suspended sentence, notwithstanding the verdict of 
acquittal and committed the defendan~ to jail for the said 
sixty days. 
6* *On the 17th of October, counsel for defendant filed a 
motion before the Court to set aside his said order of 
October °15, committing· the defendant to jail and to continuP. 
in effect the said suspension of sentence g-ranted to the dH-
f endant on February 2 by the Trial Justice Court, which mo-
tion was overruled, as shown by order, and defendant ex-
cepted. Thereafter the Court added to the order some addi-
tional reasons why defendant was committed to jail, so that · 
the exception reserved appears not at the end 'Of but near 
the middle of the order but this· only applies to the form and 
not to substance. . 
Thereafter and on October 23, the defendant, by counsel, 
moved the Court again to set aside his said order of revoca-
tion inasmuch as the jury had acquitted the defendant of the 
only charge for which it was claimed that he had forfeited 
said suspension. The Court again overruled said motion, to 
which the said defendant by .counsel excepted. 
Thereupon, counsel for defendant moved the Court to sus-
pend for a tjme the sentence of revocation to afford defendant 
time and opportunity to prepare and present the transcript 
of the record on a petition for a writ of error and the Court, 
upon consideration, suspended his judgment of revocation 
until November 12, upon bond being· given, which released 
defendant from jail until that time. 
· On said d~te of October 23, counsel for defendant had, pur-
suant to notice, met with the Commonwealth's Attorney in 
chambers in the Judge's Office, to have settled and certified 
a bill of evidence or exceptions in order to apply for a writ 
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of ·error and supersedeas as tp the said judgment of revoca-
tion. · 
7* ·*The Commonwealth's Attorney was then, October 23, 
present in the Judge's chambers and no agreement with 
him to the certification of the facts being agreed upon, the 
Court, as appears of record, required that the complete re-
, port of the trial of the said Lloyd Slayton on a charge of 
subornation of perjury and for which he was tried and ac:. 
quitted by a jury, and the complete report of the trial of said 
Lloyd· Slayton on said appeal and for which he was tried 
and acquitted by a jury and also the complete report of the 
record of the trial of Junior Epperson, who was tried on a 
charge of perjury and found guilty by a jury; he, however 
( and apparently only in order to be freed from prison) had 
signed a writing, obtained from him by Barnes, the prdsecufa 
ing witness, to the effect that what he had stated on July 6 
in the Trial Justice Court was untrue, however, he never at 
any time, under oath, stated other than as he had stated on 
July 6, and it appears, therefore, that his conviction on the 
charge of having perjured himself was the result of his hav:.. 
ing changed his statement, as aforesaid. ' 
Referring in this ~onnection to the search made by ·Barn~s 
for further evidence, during the week from July 6 to .July 
13, desired by the Trial Justice Court, as afore said, Barnes, 
after the said indictments were obtained on July 9, with 
capiases arrested said Junior Epperson and ·Junior Lanier, 
·placed them in jail at Altavista and sought to get them to 
change their evidence given by them on July 6 and to state 
the truth (as he conceived it), and took them from .Altavista 
jail to the Lynchburg jail (used for Campbell County) and 
there obtained from them the said statements that the· evi-
dence given by them on ·July 6 was not true. They be:.. 
8* ing boys, 20 and 17 •years of age, respectively, who had 
never been in trouble, stated that they had received the 
impression from Barnes that by so stating that they would be 
released from prison or would in some way obtain relief, or 
fare much better than otherwise. It, the ref ore, appears that 
much· of the said three records is not germane to the issue~ 
however, the Court desired them copied to show upon what 
grounds he committed the defendant to jail after the jury 
had acquitted him, as aforesaid, but it seems that the record 
s~ows rather to the contrary, in this that there were two ~ac-
quittals of Lloyd Slayton and . but the one conviction, tliat 
of Junior Epperson, and apparently his conviction was the 
result of his having signed a writing, which, if true, would 
have made him guilty, but, as aforesaid, he never changed his 
oath at any time. 
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ARGUMENT. 
It is evident that the involvement of those testifying for 
defendant July 6 in being indicted and prosecuted for per-
jury arises from the misconception of Mr. Barnes, and hence 
his zeal as a prosecuting witness, that if their testimony were 
true that it left him in the attitude of having testified falsely, 
himself, instead of his merely having been mistaken in the 
identity of the driver of said automobile. The evidence show$ 
.that there was considerable similarity in the appearance and 
the dress of Lloyd Slayton and Lee Carter at the time. 
The record also shows that at one time prior thereto that 
Barnes had stopped the car of Lloyd Slayton, with Lloyd in 
it but not driving, and that Barnes, upon an inspection. 
9• stated that he was mistaken in *his right to stop the car. 
It is abundantly proven that accused had secured the 
services of Lee Carter to do his driving after accused's per-
mit was revoked; that Lee Carter had been doing accused's 
·driving and was so doing on that very occasion in coming from 
Danville to Motley, the home of the accused. 
It is also proven that Mrs. Slayton saw accused in the rear 
seat of the automobile as it left Motley to come to Altavista 
on that occasion and gave him three letters to m.ail at Alta-
vista, and that she saw Lee Carter at the wheel at the time. 
·Lee Carter, as said, had driven to Motley and was in the car 
coming on to Altavista where there are law officers, and we 
might ask why would he not continue to drive from Motley 
on over to Altavista Y In the search for evidence for the Com-
monwealth by Barnes, no evidence could be found other than 
that of the witnesses who testified on July 6, until one Jess 
D"alton, who was discovered for the trial of Junior Epperson 
on October 17, was suddenly brought into the case at" the mo-
ment of trial and defense knew nothing of him prior thereto. 
He claims to have been just at the right time and plac·e to see 
·and did see the Slayton car pass on June 23, and that he 
recognized Lloyd Slayton at. the wheel. He saw no one else, 
he says, in the car and accused stated that he did not know 
him when he, Dalton, was pointed out to the accused in the 
courtroom. 
The Point Involved. 
The only point or issue, however, directly before the Court 
is: Was it legal for the Court to commit Lloyd Slayton to jail 
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to serve the sixty days, which had been suspended to 
10'* him on February 2, after *the jury had acquitted him 
of the only infraction of the law charged against him 
for the revocation of said suspended sentence f What had he 
done to forfeit his right of suspension, since the jury had ac-
quitted him of the only charge made against him! 
The defense maintains that .the Oourt had no such right 
after the jury's verdict of not guilty. · 
That the jury is a very material part of the Court, the 
triers of the facts, and their verdict of acquittal absolutely 
established the important fact that the accused had done 
nothing to forfeit the suspension granted to him February 2. 
Su.rely when such suspension is granted, however much the 
granting order may be a matter of grace, if so, when once the 
option of the court is exercised and the right extended, it 
thereby becomes a matter of right to the extent that the ac-· 
cused must commit some infraction and violation of the law 
before he can be said to forfeit it. 
The law must be liberally oonstrued in his favor to encour-
age him not to commit any infraction of the suspension. 
It was to a court which tried its facts by a jury that he- ap-
pealed. A jury's verdict should free the defendant of the o~y 
charge or forfeiture made against him, as aforesaid, other-
wise we shall not dignify it by calling it a verdict, but as Mr .. 
Justice Holt said in his dissenting opinion (.167 Va. 490, 187 
S. E. 514, Col. 1) in the case of Maxewell v. Com1nonwea:tth, 
about the 4 ' shoe'' with which it was alleged that Edith Maxe-
well killed her father, such verdict is, indeed, "a light .and 
sleezy thing of shreds and patches''. 
•It must, therefore, be admitted that the accused did 
11 • nothing to forfeit the suspension granted t~ him on 
February 2. If it be admitted that defendant committed 
an infraction of the law subsequent to February 2, and ju~t 
the very reverse is true, the Court could use a sound discre-
tion in deciding whether or. not the infraction was of suffi-
cient importance to revoke the suspended sentence. 
The purpose of the act 1922b is the ref ornmtian of the ao-
cused and not to involve hi-m in 'legal entanglements and there-
by develop him. into a hardened criminal by arbitrarily first 
granting and then revokin,q a suspended sentence. 
It is evident that the Court cannot alternatively grant and 
revoke at will suspended sentences not forfeited, for if sof 
armed with such a weapon, such court could pretty much 
dictate at will in bis locality. 
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THE LA,v. 
The following authorities sustain the content.ion of the de-
fendant: 
In the case of Wilborn v. Saunders, 170 Va. 153, 195 S. E. 
723, 726, Col. 1, the Court, on the question of the. purpose of 
the right of the court to suspend a sentence (Sec. 1922b and 
Sec. 4486 of the 1942 Code), said : 
"The Commonwealth is interested not only in the preserva-
tion of peace aud good order, b1tt in, reformation of the crimi-
nal, so that he may be 1·estored to a useful place in society and 
be self-s11staiiling thereafter. To this end there are now 
statutory provisions authorizing trial judges, in some casef:, 
· to place the convicted person on probation or parole for a 
:fixed period upon certain conditions.'' ( Our Italics.) 
12• (-In Richardso'1t v. Com., 131 Va. 80-2,. 109 S. E. 460, 
Syl. 4, it is held that the act, '' providing for a suspeu-
-sion of a sentence is highly rernedial and .should be liberally 
construed''. (Our Italics.) The correct rule of law is clearly 
and explicitly declared in State v. Zolantakis (Utah) and we 
quote from the opinion in that case reported ( on this point) 
· in 54 A. L. R., Page 1467, beginning at the bottom of Col. 1: 
"The purpose of the law permitting the suspension of sen-
tence is clearly reformatory. If those who are to be reformfld 
cannot implicitly rely upon promises or orders contained in 
the suspension of sentence, then we may well expect the law 
to fail i~ its purpose. Reformation can certainly best be ac-
complished by fair, consistent, and straightforward treat-
ment of the person sought to be reformed. It would there-
fore seem, both upon authority and principle, that when a 
sentence is suspended during g·ood behavior, without reserva-
tions, the person whose sentence is thus suspended has a 
vested right to rely thereon so long as such condition is com-
plied with. The right to personal liberty is one of the most 
sacred and valuable rights of a citizen, and should not be re-
garded lightly. The right to personal liberty may be as valu-
-able to one convicted of crime as to one not so convicted., and 
so long as one complies with the conditions upon which sucb 
.right is assured by judicial declaration, he may not be de-
prived of the same. Such rig~t may not be alternatively 
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In State v. Hardin (N. C.), 112 S. E. 593, 594, Col. 1, the· 
Court held that ordinarily the question of revocation of a-
former suspended sentence is in the sound discretion of the-
Court but that this is "a position tha,t is modified, however, 
where it is property ma-de to appear that a defendwnt has been 
acquitted by the jury or other .competent tribunal hamin.f/ 
jurisdiction of the criminal off'ense which is the sole basi.~ of 
the proceeding. .A.s to that fact O!Jid to that ex-tent the court 
or judge hearin.g the matter of the suspenclecl judgment sho11,ld 
be concl'lfded." ( Our Italics.) 
In the case of State v. Renew ( S. C.), 132 S. E. 613, the a~ 
cused was arraigned for having violated the liquor law, was 
fined $1,000.00 and sent eight months to public works or a like 
term in the state penitentiary, but it was provided that if 
$50.00 on the fine was paid, t]le balance of the sentence was 
suspended. Subsequently thereto· the accused was ar-
13• raigned in the 11State Court and in the Federal Court on 
separate charges for having violated the liquor law and 
was tried in both courts and acquitted in each Court, by a 
jury, and upon his acquittal in the State C011rt the Judge, 
just as in the case at bar, undertook to revoke the former: 
suspended sentence granted to the accused, and put into ef.:. 
feet against him the former judgment, and an exception was; 
taken to the order of the Court in that case, just as in the in-
stant case, and the Court of Appeals held '' the exception 
should be sustained", the Sullivan case 121 S. E. 47, was 
overruled, th~. dissenting opinion in that case by Judg~ 
Cothran was followed, and the opinion of the trial court re.i 
voking the sentence was reversed. 
( . 
Suspension of Sen,tence February .2. 
The Trial Justice on February 2 suspended the sentence of 
accused presumably duri1i,q good behavior. · 
In discussing the meaning of a sentence suspended on good' 
behavior~ the following is found in 15 Am. Jur., Sec. 495, page 
· 146: 
'' Good behavior on the part of one upon w;hom execution 
of sentence is suspended · during good behavior mav be de-
fined to be conduct conforming to the ]aw. ., 
' ' Good behavior must be a legal good behavior, applicable· 
alike in all instances, as otherwise people dealing with courts 
will ever be at the mercy of the whim, the caprice, o.r the 
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·peculiar views of the particular judge presiding over the 
court.,., (Italics ours.) 
. The following language is found in the case of Ex Parte, 
Elmer E. HQlmm, 24 N. M. 33; 172 Pac. 19Q; L. R. A. 1918D, 
694,695: 
: '' In this case the court suspended the sentence 'during good 
behavior.' The determination of this case tur11s upon the 
proper definition of these words, as used in the connection 
and the circumstances under which they were used. It 
14• .. -wa.s *suggested by the attorney general, upon argument, 
that, as the court might suspend the sentence upon any 
terms which he deemed advisable~ he might determine for him-
self at any time what he considered good behavior, within 
the meaning of the terms used. The effect ~f such a proposi-
tion would be to leave resting within the breast of the com·t 
ljtn arbitrary power to determine for himself what he consid-
~red good behavior or misbehavior as applieµ to each indi-
vidual defendant. The judge might require more in one case 
and less in another. Good behavior in one district court 
might mean a very high standard of conduct, while in another 
a much lower standard would be a measure to be a·pplied. 
Such arbitrary power does not inhere in any judicial or other 
officer. Good behavior must be a legal good behavior, ap-
plicable alike in all instances, as otherwise people dealing 
with courts will ever be at the mercy of the whim, the caprice, 
or the peculiar views of the particular . judge presiding over 
the court 9 • 41= • 72 
The jury must, of course, e.valuate the evidence. . 
In Jones v. Town of La.Crosse, 180 Va. 406, 23 S"'. E. (2nd) 
142, in Syl. 2, the Court said: · 
''It is the duty of the trial judge to interpret and to apply 
i;he law but it is the peculiar duty· of the jury to evaluate the 
e:vidence. ' ' 
and in Syl. 3: 
"The .trial judge must not express or indicate bv word or 
deed an opinion as to the credibility of a witness or as to the 
weight or quality of the evidence.'' 
. Your petitioner prays that a writ of error and supersedeas 
~ay be awarded him, in order that the said judgment of the 
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Trial Court entered on October 15, 1945, and the order over-
ruling petitioner's motion for a re-hearing October 17, 1945, 
may be reversed by this Honorable Court, and the order of 
suspension granted to this petitioner by the Trial Jns-
15* tice Court on February 2, 1945, may be •continued in 
· effect during the good behavior of your petitioner, 'and 
your petitioner prays for all such other, further and general 
relief to which he may be entitled in the premises. 
Respectfully submitted, 
CARTER & WILLIAMS, 
Danville, Virginia, 
STOWERS & STOWERS, 
Altavista, Virginia, 
By: MRS. HUGH WILLIAMS, 
LLOYD E. SLAYTON, 
By Counsel 
Attorneys for Petitioner. 
I, Mrs. Hugh Williams, an attorney practicing in the Su-
. preme Court of Appeals of Virginia, do certify that in my 
opinion it is proper that the decision of the Circuit Court of 
Campbell County, Virginia, in the cause of the Commonwealth 
v. Lloyd Slayton., of which the record is annexe~ should be 
reviewed by the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
Given under my hand this the 6 day of Nov., 1945. 
MRS. HUGH WILLIAM& 
Writ of error granted and S'llpersedeas awarded but not 
to operate to discharge the accused :from custody, if in cus-
tody, or to release his bond if out on bail. 
GEORGE L. BROWNING. 
11-7-45. 
Received November 10, 194~. 
M. B. W. 
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RECORD 
Virginia: 
Pleas before the Honorable Chas. E. Burks,. Judge of the 
Circuit Court of Campbell County~ at the Court Ho1,1se· of 
said County, on the .... day of October, 1945, alld in the 
170th year of the Commonwealth .. 
Be n· Remembered, that heretofore, to-wit, on the 28th day 
of Januarj', 1945, a warrant was issued against Lloyd E.. 
Slayton, as follows, to-wit:r 
page 2 ~ State of Virginia,. 
County of Campbell, to-wit: 
To any Police Officer or Constable of the said County: 
Whereas;, J. H. Barnes of" the said County has this day 
made complaint and information on oath before me, E. G. 
Fitzgerald, J. P., of the said County, that Lloyd E. Slayton 
fu the said County, did on the 27th day of January, 194~, un-
lawfully destroy st~te property by knocking down and re- · 
moving State Highway marker signs legally posted in viola-
tion of Section 2154 (103) Code of Virginia; (2) Drive an au-
tomobile while under the influence of intoxicants. 
These are therefore, To Command you in the name of the 
Commonwealth, to apprehend and bring "before the said Trial 
Justice, the body of the said" Lloyd E. Slayton to answer the 
. said complaint and to be· fnrther dealt with according to law. 
Given under my hand and seal,. this 28th day of Jam1ary,; 
1945. 
E.G. FITZGER.ALD, J.P. (Seal) 
State of Virginia., 
County of Campbell, to-wit: 
I, E. G. Fitzgerald, Justice of the Peace in and for tpe 
· County of Campbell, Virginia, do hereby certify that Lloycl 
Slayton and J. L. Slayton as his surety have this day acknowl-. 
edged themselves -indebted to the Commonwealth of Virginia 
in the sum of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00), to be 
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made and levied of their goods and chattels, upon this condit 
tion: That the said Lloyd Slayton shall appear before the 
Trial Justice Court of Campbell County, on the 2nd day of 
February, 1945, and not leave hence without leave of the said 
Court, to answer the charge in this warrant, or to 
page 3 ~ await the action of the Grand Jury of the said 
County upon the within charge or until the within 
charge is finally disposed of. 
Give~ under my hand this the 28th day of January, 1945. 
E. G. FITZGERALD., J. P. 
Upon the e:,ramination of the within charge, I find the ac-
cused guilty of all charges-$100.00 and costs and 60 days in 
jail-jail sentence suspended. 
· . Feb. 2, 1945 .. 
W. H. OVERBEY, T. J. 
Fine . . . . ........ $100.00 
Costs Pai~ 4.25 
Total . . . . ..... $104.25 
State of Virginia, 
. County of Campbell, to-wit:. · 
To any Sheriff or Police Officer : 
Whereas, J. H. Barnes has this day . made complaint and 
information on oath before me, E.G. Fitzgerald, J.P. of the 
said County, that Lloyd E. Slayton in the said County did on 
the 23rd day of June, 1945: Unlawfully Reckless driving· and 
while operators license are revoked. 
There are, therefore, to command you, in the name of the 
Commonwealth., to apprehend and bring before the Trial Jus-
tice Court of the said 'County, the body (bodies) of the above 
accused, to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt 
with according to law. · 
Given under my hand and seal, this 23rd day of June, 19~5. 
E.G. FITZGERALD, J.P. (Seal) 
(The usual appearance bond was given before Mayor Fitz-
gerald, who issued the warrant, in the ·sum of $200~00.) 
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the accused guilty. 
$25.00 and 5 days in jail. 
July 6, 1945 ( should be July 13). 
W. H. OVERBEY, T. J .. 
Fine . . . . ......... $25.00 
Costs . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.25 
Total . . ......... $29.25 
-July 6 (should be July 13). 
· Appealed to Circuit Court. 
State of Virginia, 
County of Campbell, to-wit: 
To any Police Officer or Constable of the said County: 
Whereas~ J. H. Barnes of the said County has this day 
made complaint and information on oath before me, W. H. 
Overbey, Trial Justice of the said County, that Lloyd E. 
Slayton in the said County, did on the 23rd day of June, 1945, 
unlawfully violate suspension order of T. -J. Court. 
These are therefore, To command you in the name of the 
Commonwealth, to apprehend and bring before the said Trial 
Justice., the body of the said Lloyd E. Slayton to answer the 
said complaint and to be further dealt with according to law. 
Given under my hand and seal, this 13 day of July, 1945. 
W. H. OVERBEY, T. J. (Seal) 
Upon the examination of the within charge, I find the ac-
cused guilty and 60 days sentence suspended on Feb. 2, 1945, 
is hereby revoked. 
July 13, 1945. 
W. H. OVERBEY, T. J. 





Lloyd E. Slayton v. ·Commonwealth of Virginia. 
page 5 } In the Trial Justice Court of Campbell County, 
_ Virginia. . 
Commonwealth 
v. 
Loyd E. Slayton 
CERTIFICATE OF CONVICTION. 
This is to certify that Loyd E. Slayton was tried before me, 
· Trial Justice of Campbell Co1mty, on the 2 day of Fe.b., 1945, 
on a charge of destroying State property by knocking down 
& removing State Highway markers & drive while under thP. 
influence of an intoxicant and was fined the sum of $100.00, 
and the sum of $4.25 was taxed as costs, making a total of 
$104.25 owing and unpaid, and was given a jail ~sentence of 
60 days jail sentence · suspended during good behavior and 
upon payment of :fine and costs. 
Given under my hand this 13 day of July,_ 1945. 
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' W. H. OVERBEY> 
Trial Justice of Campbell County.·· 
ORDER. 
Circuit Court of the County of Campbell on Monday, the 
15th day of October., in the year of Our Lord One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Forty-five and in the One Hundred and 
Seventieth year of the Commonwealth. 
Present: The Hon. Cliarles E. Burks, Judge. 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 
'l). . 
Lloyd E. Slayton. 
Upon an appeal from the Trial ,Justi~e. Court. 
This day came the attorney for the Commonwealth, as well 
as the defendant and his attorneys, and thereupon came also 
a jury, to-wit: Hudson Armistead, Rives A. Dowdy, O. H. 
Tweedy, D. C. Winebarger, G. Marvin Booth, who were sworn 
to try the issue joined, having heard the evidence and the ar-
gument of counsel and received the instructions of the Court,· 
retired to their room to consider their verdict., and after some 
time returned into Court and rendered the following verdict: 
''We, the Jury, find the· defendant not guilty as charged in 
e Court of Appeals of Virginia 
igned) Rives A. Dowdy, Foreman." It is 
red that said Lloyd E. Slayton from the war-
case be discharged and go thereof without day. 
1t Court of the County of Campbell on Monday, the 
1 ay of October, in the year of Our Lord One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Forty-five and in the One Hundred. and 
Seventieth year of the Commonwealth. 
Present: The Hon. Charles E. Burks, Judge. 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 
v. 
Lloyd E.. Slayton. 
·upon an appeal from a decision of the Trial .Justice of 
Campbell County rendered July 13, 1945, revoking suspension 
of a jail sentence imposed on the defendant on February 2, 
1945, of 60 days. 
page 7 } As provided in Section 1922(B) of the Code of 
- Virginia and for cause deemed sufficient by this 
C_ourt, the Court affirms the action of the Trial Justice .of 
Campbell County on the 13th day of July, 1945, in revokine." 
the suspension of a jail sentence of 60 days imposed on Lloyd 
E .. Slayton on the 2nd day of February, 1945, by said Trial 
Justice; and it is now ordered that said Lloyd E. Slayton ~ 
. remanded to jail to serve said term of 60 days. 
Having heara all the evidence with respect thereto, the 
Court is of the opinion that the said Lloyd Slayton has vio-
lated the law by driving while his permit was. suspended and , 
has committed perjury aD:d subornation of perjury notwith-
standing the verdict of the jury to the contrary. · 
CHARLES E. BURKS, Judge. 
Virginia: 
In the Circuit Court of Campbell County. 
Commonwealth of V_irginia 
v. 
Lloyd Slayton. 
Lloyd E. Slayton v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 17" 
MOTION AND· GROUNDS TO SET ASIDE ORDER OF 
. REVOCATION OF SUSPENDED SENTENCE. 
The -defendant, Lloyd Slayton, moves the Court to set aside 
the order entered against him on October 15, 1945, whereby 
a sixty-day suspension of judgment was (revoked and which 
was) granted to him in and by the Trial Justice of Campbell 
County, Virginia, on the 2nd day of February, 1945, and to 
grant to the defendant a new hearing therein for the follow- · 
ing reasons : · · 
(1) The defendant says that he has done no wrong of any 
kind and has committed no crime of any kind since said sus-
pension of judgment was granted to him in the Trial Justice 
Court in February, 1945, and has done nothing, neither by 
act of commission or omission, which would forfeit to him the 
right of suspension granted to him by said Trial Justice Court 
on said date. 
page 8 ~ (2) Defendant says that on the day of July, 
1945, (should be June 23, 1945), a warrant was issued 
for him by the said Trial Justice Court, charging him with 
having driven his automobile while his license to drive the 
same was suspended and that said Trial Justice ·court found 
him guilty thereof upon a trial of said warrant and ordered 
the revocation of the said suspension gTanted to him by said 
Trial Justice Court, as aforesaid, in February, 1945. · 
(3) That defendant appealed from the said judgment of_ 
conviction· and..:.0f revocation of the said suspension order to 
the Circuit Court of Campbell County and a trial thereof was 
had de novo on the 15th day of October, 1945, before a Jury 
of Camp.bell Coµnty, Virginia, who returned a verdict into 
said Court of not guilty and the defendant was dischargea 
from the charge in said warrant of having driven ·his auto-
mobile while his license the ref or was revoked, but notwith-
standing the verdict of the jury acquitting the defendant of 
said charge, the Circuit Judge of tbe said Court, the Hon~ 
orable Charles E. Burks, entered an order revoking the said 
order of suspension granted to this defendant by the said 
Trial Justice Court in February, 1945, as aforesaid and com-
mitted this defendant to jail for a period of sixty days and 
then and there delivered defendant into the hands of the 
Sheriff of Campbell County, and defendant is now incar- · 
cerated in jail for the said period of sixty days by reason of 
the said revocation of the order of suspension. 
Wherefore, the defendant moves the Court, as aforesaid, to 
set aside said order of revocation and grant to him a new 
18 Supreme Court of .A.ppeals of Virgiuin 
trial and a new hearing tberei~~ all of which is respectfully 
submitted. 
HUGH WILLIAMS, 
STOWERS & STOWERS. 
p. d. 
By: FRANK W. STOWERS. 
LLOYD SLAYTON, 
By Counsel. , 
page 9 ~ State of Virginia, 
County of Campbell, set. : 
The af fiant and defendant, Lloyd Slayton, says : 
That the allegations of facts in the above and foregoing 
motion and grounds to set aside order of revocation are true 
and correct. 
Given under my hand this 17th day of October, 1945. 
LLOYD SLAYTON. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me by Lloyd Slayton, de-
fendant, on this the 17th day of October, 1945. 
C. W. WOODSON, 
Clerk, Circuit Court. 
Motion Filed Oct. 17, 1945. 






This day came the said defendant by counsel and moved 
the Court to set aside its judgment rendered October 15, 1945, 
and grant a rehearing, which judgment confirmed the judg-
ment of the Trial Justice of Campbell County, rendered July 
13, 1945, revoking a sixty-day suspended sentenc·e rendered 
February 2, 1945, in the case of the Com. v. ~loyd Slayton, in 
the Trial Justice Court, which motion is overruled and to 
· Lloyd E. Slayton v. 
which actions on the part of the 
cepts. 
Having heard all the evidence 
Court is of the opinion t 
page 10 } violated the law by driving 
suspended and has commi tt 
standing the verdict of a jury to the cont 
is confirmed in its opinion by the verdict of a 
convicted one Junior Epperson of perjury on 
of facts on which the said Slayton was acquitte 
while his permit was suspended. 
OH.A.RLES E. BURKS, Judge. 
Ente.r. 
I . 
C. -E. B. I I 
I I 'I 
10-17-45. 




EVIDENCE TAKEN OCTOBER 15, 1945. 
Appearances: Jimmy Thompson, Esq., for the Common-
wealth; Stowers· & Stowers, Esqs., and Hugh T. Williams, 
Esq., for the Defendant. 
page 12 } Stipulation: It is agreed between Counsel for· 
the Commonwealth and Counsel for the defend .. 
ant that Lloyd Slayton was, on February 2, 1945, convicted 
in the Trial Justice Court of Campbell County of operating 
an automobile while under the influence of intoxicants and 
that when it is alleged by the Commonwealth that he was op-
erating an automobile on the 23rd day of June, 1945, he did 
not at that time have any perm.it to operate an automobile in 
the State of Virginia, on account of the revocation as a result 
of the trial on February 2, 1945. 
. ..i:1reme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
.L'he witness, 
STATE POLICE OFFICER BAR~ES, 
· · after being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Mr. Barnes, in order to save time I will bring yon up to 
the present situation. - It has been admitted that Mr. Slayton 
was convicted of driving an automobile. under the influence of 
intoxicants· and that on the 23rd day of June he had no per-
mit to drive an automobile. Now, I want you to take up from 
there. 
A. It was about 4:45 in the afternoon on June 23rd I was 
going towards Sycamore from Altavista. I had a warrant 
to serve over there for the Town. of Altavista. When I got 
over here just this side of the Town of Hurt at the railroad 
crossing, I met Mr. Slayton's car and recognized Mr. Lloyd 
Slayton driving. 
Q. Where did you meet Mr. Slayton T . 
A. Just this side of the intersection of the road that goes 
across the railroad to Hurt. I turned around immediate! v 
and they speeded up and just as they got to the end of the 
bridge and right at the end of the driveway of the Texico 
Service Station, he made a left turn and went up on the next 
street in Altavista and turned toward Broad Street. When 
they went into Broad Street I was as close as from here to 
the window .. I watched very close to see they didn't change 
drivers. There were several in there with him. Pulled down 
two cars below the bus stop. I stopped right behind 
·him, which put me at his left side of the car. I saw Mr. Slay-
-ton when he apparently cut the switch off and got out from 
under the wheel. I called him to come over to my 
page 13 ~ car and he got in and I pulled down· about two car 
spaces. While I was writing out the report we 
have to write out to fill out this form which is attached to 
the summons he was begging me not to give him a summons-
not to charge him with it; that it would dq him a lot of harm. 
I finally told him I didn't have any idea of letting him go; 
that he knew better than to drive; that it hadn't been long 
since his permit had been revoked. I started to write his 
summons and he got to talking right _rough and started to get 
out the car. I said, "If that is your attitude you had better 
put up bond". I stai:ted to Lynchburg to put him in jail. 
When I got to the edge of town I thought his father would 
Lloyd E. Slayton~· Commonwealth of Virginia. 21 
State Police Officer Barnes. 
hav~ to come and give bond so I went back to Altavista jail_ 
and in a few minutes his father posted bond. 
Q. Any question in your mind that this was the man driv-
ing the automobile? · 
.A. Not a bit of it in the world. I was positive of it when 
I met him and then •I followed him into town and watched 
close to ~ee they didn't chang·e drivers, and when they pulled 
into · the parking space-if there had been another beside o'f 
it, I would have been there at the same time. I never had 
any idea there would be any contest over it: 
Q. At the time he came into .the town of Altavista, what 
speed was he running Y 
A. I couldn't say the exact spe~d. He was running at an 
excessive rate of speed. When I came through the underpas~ 
I was coming· fast and just did make that turn. He was ahead 
of me at that time. When he got to the service station at tht' 
south end of the-
Q. Who operates that service station 7 
A. Mr. Hamp Owen and-I know the other man's name but 
can't think of it. 
Q. What kind-what is the condition of that street up to 
the left of that Texaco Filling station Y 
A. Part of it is right rough. The :first part going into there 
is very rough. · 
Q. How far were you behind Mr. Slayton when ~e turned 
off there at that filling station? · 
A. I don't know the exact distance but right behind him. I 
was catching up with him on the bridge and when he slowed up 
to turn in there I was right behind him. 
page 14 ~ Court: What filling station are you talking 
about? 
· ·A. Texaco Service Station, right at the north end of the 
Staunton River Bridge. , 
Court: Is it on the Altavista side 1 
A. It would be on the west side of Route 29. 
Q. How many blocks was it from Broad Street in Altavista 
that this car turned off! 
A . .Approximately three blocks I would say. They are not 
marked off in that section but it would be, I imagine, about 
three blocks. · , 
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Seate Poliae Officer Barnes. 
J Q. How far from Route 29 did Mr. Slayton stop his car 
when he got into the town of Altavista Y 
A. Just about a block. He was at one end of the block. 
Q. What is the condition of Broad Street in Altavista T 
A. That is nbout the best street there. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. Why did you leave out the statement this boy told you 
that he did not. see you driving the car? 
A. I believe he did. 
Q. Why didn't you tell tl).em t.hatf 
A. I am trying to be frank with them. 
· Q. Didn't the boy tell you that you did not see him driving 
•the cart 
A. He sat up and begged me and never mentioned he didn't 
drive the car until he found out I wouldn~t let him off-and then 
he said '' you d.idn 't see me'' and started to jump out. 
Q. When you met this car you knew it was Slayton 's car T 
·. A. No. I recognized him. I didn't know it was his car. 
Q. Didn't you stop this car once before Y 
A. No, sir. They liad a black 1936 Ford painted black and 
they had had a Dodge Sedan. 
: Q. But you did stop that once Y . 
A. I stopped his brother once. 
Q. But you were under the impression it was this boy and 
apologized Y 
page 15 ~· A. No. I knew who it was. I know both of them. 
Q. You had started to Sycamore. How fast 
were you driving when you passed this car Y 
A. I don!t know. I don't have any idea. 
Q. You were driving around 35 miles an hour? 
A. I would imagine so but I really don't know. 
Q. Wasn't he driving about the same speedY 
A. I would think so. 
Q. You hadn't recognized the car at all and just in the 
momentary Ifassing of the cars, you tell this jury you could 
recognize tliis man Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. If. you were driving at 35 and he was driving at.85, how 
far did you go before you turned around? 
: A. I didn't go but just a very short ways, not half a block 
I know. There is a wide place to turn around. _ 
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State Police Officer Barnes. 
Q. And this car went on toward Altavista 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is not more than half a mile from the place you 
met? 
A. Something like that. You take one of these Fords and 
it will run 60 miles an hour and I can do 60 miles an hour 
in low gear. · 
Q. That is a pretty wide road going from here to Hurts f · 
A. No. It is 18 feet wide. , 
Q. You think you were going from 80 to 85 and certainly 
he was doing equally as muchY . 
A. I don't know how fast I. was running. He might have 
been g·oing 40. • · 
Q. You all pas:;;ed each other going about 35 Y 
A. Yes.. · . 
Q. Didn't you state at the trial before you first recognized 
the carY 
A. No, sir. I said I recognized him. 
Q. When he came on up he turned at the left-you say that 
is three blocks away from Broad Street? · 
A. It is one block from 29 up to this street and two blocks 
over to Broad Street. 
page 16- }- Q. When you mak~ that turn it is not three blocks 
from the next orossmg 7 
A. It is two blocks. 
Q. When this boy made this turn at the filling station is 
how far from where he made the turn into Broad Street Y 
A. It is one block but it is a longer block than any of the 
other blocks there. 
Q. If a man wanted to park on the right-hand side coming 
down, wouldn't that be the natural way to go? 
A; Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Barnes, you brought the boy on up to court, 
didn't you Y · · · 
A. Yes, sir. · · 
Q. You made-this same statement down there before Mr. 
Overbey 's court? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. There were quite a num~er of witnesses down there th~t 
testified to the contrary t ; 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then you told the· Court you wanted to continue the case 
because you could get some witnesses to corroborate you T 
A. The Commo~wealth 's Attorney asked that it be con~ 
tinned. · 
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H ampto1i 0-wen. 
Q. But you told him you thought you could get some wit-
nesses? 
A. Yes. 
Q. But yon never did t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Not other than those already theref 
A. No, sir. 
Q. There was no evidence on the second trial other than 
yourself .y , ', 
A. I ·donJt think they eve1" came to trial. They went into 
the Judge's office and whatever arrangements w~re made 
were made there. 
Q. There was no evidence put on other than yourself? 
Court: We are not retrying the case. It is immateria~ wpat 
took place before Judge Overbey except fo1" contradiction. 
This is a de novo trial. 
page 17 r The witness·, 
HAMPTON OWEN, 
after being first duly sworn, testified as foIIows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. What are your initials f 
A.H. C. 
Q. Where do yon live Y 
A. Altavista. 
Q. What do you do theref 
A. Run a filling station. 
Q. Which one do you run f 
A. Texaco next to tlie bridge. 
• I 
Q. I will ask you whether or not on the 23rd of June of 
this year you saw Mr. Barnes following a car which turned 
off to the _left just beyond your filling station? · · 
A. Well, sir, I don't know the date, of course, but I did see 
the cars. Of course, I just thought it was somebody acting 
the fool, seef And didn't pay any attention to them. 
Q. How fast were the cars going? 
A. Going about as fast as they could go to turn that sharp 
corner. 
Q. How close were the car~ together 1 
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Hampton, Owen . 
.A. .As best as I remember they were just as close as they 
could. be.· _ 
Q. Did you recognize Mr. Barnes' car Y . 
· .A. No, sir. I didn't know whether it ·was Mr. Barnes or 
not. 
Q. About what time of day was that! 
A. I couldn't say. 
Q. Was it afternoon or morning? 
A. I couldn't say. . 
Q. You don't know what time of day it was? 
A. No, sir. I won't thinking about nothing like that. I 
don't know what time of day it was. 
Court: Had you had any lunch? 
A. l don't remember, sir. 
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· reference to whether it is smooth or rough Y 
A. .After you turn the corner Y 
Q. Where you turn off 29. 
A. It·is not so good where you turn in at. But up above it 
is a tar road. It .is very gooa~ 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams : 
Q . .As you come into Altavista, do you run· that Texaco 
place? 
A. Yes. 
Q. That is a hard surface road-a tar surface road going 
up there? · 
.A. Yes. 
Q. And the next block is to the drug store? 
A. Yes. 
Q. If he would keep straight. on coming· to Altavista, how 
far is it from your service station to the drug store Y 
.A. One block. · 
Q. Looking out the window could you give us any idea about 
the distance? 
A. I can· guess at it. I would say it is about as long-it is 
longer than from here across the street. 
Q. Much longer Y . . 
A. From here to that service station_. 
Sµpf~~t3 dgurt pf Appe~ls pf Vir~iqiu 
B.Mrley If ~~rick. 
Q~ H I waµte·d tq stpp at C1~11to.n 's prug Store, the natural 
thing for me to do would be to come up that wayY-
A. Yes. If you wa:Q,ted to p~rk on the figl!t-Ji~n~ ~i~~ of 
i4e ijtr~~t. · 
RE-DIREOT :JDXAMINA.TION . 
• l • • • • ' • • • • • • ' u: -, .. i! l1 
By Mr. Thompson: . 
Q. If you wanted to stop at Mr. Smith's store Qr Belk-Leg-
gett 's, which w~y woulq you eiP Y · -
~ ~pe 9ther VT~¥--to the stg!l~J lig;ht. 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams : 
• Q. I~ you come here tJ.;ti4 gp µp ~}}~ ~a~ rpad this way, there 
J~ ;q.p s1gµijJ lig4t? . 
.A. ~~- . 
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SHIRLEY ij:~;Q~IQI{, 
after being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
" DIRECT EXAMINATION~ 
°PY "A[r. 'fhomp&on: 
·Q .. Do yqu know Mr. Lloyd Slayton here? 
A. Yes. 
Q. I will aslr yqµ wp.~t~~r pr µot ~µ the ~ar-d 9f J~ne when 
Mr~ Slayton was arrested in the town of Altavista~ if y~ were 
riding in the car which he was drivingT 
A. Yes. 
Q. Wbo was driving the car f 
4 P:e wa$. 
Q. Whp w~sY 
. A. Lloyd Slayton. 
CROSS EXA1'(INATION. 
Bv Mr. Stowers: 
"'Q. Your name is Hedrick Y 
A. That is right. 
Q. At the trial of tbis case on the 6th d~y of July, 1945, 
Llo;yq. ~~ ~1~!1o:q Yr Qo1Jlµt~l}W.8~lf~ pf Virginia. ~7 
E!l,irh3y H r-i!rir;!c. 
~OU Clµn~ dowp. here ~p.q t~stifieq. posittre~~ ip. tji~ 'f rJ~l ~ ~S-
tice Court t~t :J:,loyq. Slayto1+. was pot dpy1ng _t~at aut«nn(?p1l~ 
but that Lee Carter of Danville was driving 1t 7 
A. Yes, I tolq. t4at after they ~qm~ ~P t:»~re. . · 
Q. You swore that Lee Carter was driving the aµtoµiob1le 7 
A. That is right. · · · · 
Q. I was representing Lloyd Slayton at th~ ti.m~ ~nd I will 
ask you whether this is trtf.e or JlOt true~ ]?id l pprrie to ypu 
Qoys on th~ w~k 9~WP here ~~d asJr ~pu the sf:mple ~uestion 
about who was drivmg th~t f3ar alld cqpn't all oi yoµ say Lee 
Carter was driving? . . . . . . . . . 
A~ Yes. J thin~ so. -fl~ ask~4 h~4 w~ iJC?r~e ~aiie llP whEI,t 
we were gomg t9 teg::::- · · 
.Cpurt: ]\fr. ~t9)Vers as~13q rQu ~hat? 
A. Yes. 
Q. I)idn't all pf yqu say th~t Cart~r froJll Danville Wij~ 
driyi:qg t~e aut~mobµ.e? . . . . . . . 
· · A. Yes. · 
page pO ~ Q. piqn 't ¥,r. Tl1pmpeQn P1;L t.hat pcc~sio:q .cross-
e~anune you aµd fl~k you ~~eren.t tµnes 1f yqu 
were certajn apout" wJ1etper ·i>r not-carter w~ij pri$g the ·car 
an9- didn't you t~ll llll!l yp-q W~fe c~rt~fn f]?,rt~r wa~ flriving 
th~ car ~t that tri~l 1 · 
A. I don't.krww whether I $lid or not. 
Q~ You µon''t lffi9w -~h.~t YOJ?. ·~wpre Ca:!t~r was q.rjv~ng the 
carf Djdn't y9u do t®t7 
A. I don't know.· 
Q. y ()U statep. it PJJ.CC. 
4. I r~ckQµ I ~iglit. l do:q 't kil.,ow wlu~t I tpltj. 
Q. What ~aUE?~d YRU tp t4~n~e your J:Q.ind"? · · 
A. l never h~d been in ~ny trifll bef Qfe this f).nd I just told 
w.hat th~y told me to tel}. . . . . . 
Q. Wpo tolq. yo-q 7 · · 
A.. That is what John and then} come ilP hoµ1e ~114 told me to ten. · · · · · · ·· · · · · 
Q. What ca.used :you to pll~:pge your miµ~ T . · • 
A. My motl:i.er anq. il~ddy toJ-4 ~ to teU the truth aboi,~.1t. 
Q. Wh~n did yoµ cb~ng~ it 1 · · 
A. The day I w~µ.t b!lck ppme, I ;rie~s. 
Q. Didn't Mr. :a~rn~s conw tP · see you and then, yon 
ch~ng~d it 1 · · 
A. Yes,· h.e come. 
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Q. Didn't he tell you you had lied about it and were getting 
in serious trouble and had peen indicted for perjury Y 
A. No. . 
Q. You are indicted for perjury, aren't you Y 
A. I 'don't know. 
Mr. Thompson: I object. 
Cou:rt : -Don't answer that ques"tion. 
Mr. Stowers: I think it is verv material. What I had in 
mind and what I meant to make .. was this boy has been in-
dicted and all the balance are under bond. To show why he 
i~ testifying· like he is today--he is not under any bond and 
they have g·iven him the authority to -run loose. 
Mr. Thompson: He was recognized here under bis own 
re'COgnizance. I don't think that is· material because it is by 
implication charging that the Commonwealth has macle a 
deal with this man and has tried to get him to 
page 21 } change his testimoi;iy and I submit that is not the 
. fact and that implication should not be given to 
the Jury. 
- Mr. WilJiams: If your Honor please, as I see this proposi-
tion-your Honor is familiar with th~ vicissitudes of the last 
trial. On his last trial this man stated he changed his state-
ment because this officer came up and told him he had been 
lying and was going to get into some serious trouble. Inso-
far as the implication is concerned, this same officer had al-
ready heard him testify on his oath before a Trial Justice 
and, therefore, if there is such an implication the defendant is 
entitled to it. 
Court: The trial you have reference to is the trial of Lloyd 
Slayton., the same person accused here, on a charge of subor-
nation of perjury. On that trial the witness occupied quite 
a different relationship to the accused from what he does 
in this trial. In that trial you argued he was an accomplice. 
He is not an accomplice now in this trial and I can see no 
relevancy of· showing the indictment. You may ask him why 
lie changed his testimony. Looked like the fact he has .been 
indicted_:_of course, if he admits it I don't reckon it would 
make any ~ifference. You can contradict him by any incon-
sistent ·statement he made at the former trial.· You can ask 
bim any question which might tend to show his interest or 
bias, but asking him if he hasn't been indicted on a charge 
and with reference to a matter which does not render him 
an accomplice---
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Mr. Williams: Your Honor rules we cannot do that? 
Court:- Do what? . 
Mr. Williams: Show he was indicted on his testimony-for 
his testimony in this same case. 
Court:. You can show any prior inconsistent statement in 
any former trial that this witness made. I don't think it is 
quite fair to a witness to ask him if he is not indicteq. on a 
charge unless it is to show interest or bias. · 
1\fr. Stowers: That is what the purpose is. 
l\Ir. Thompson: The statement this man made was on the. 
6th of July and he was not at that time under indic~ent. · He 
was indicted at the first day of the July term. . 
Court: If he makes statem~nts inconsistent-if he macle" 
any prior statement inconsistent with the one he makes here 
you are entitled to show it but I don't understand you can 
show he has been indicted. 
Mr. Stowers: The point I was trying to make~ was-and 
yet trying to make- . 
Court : You are trying to try him for perjury on an indict-
ment. 
page 22 ~ Mr. Stowers: I am trying to show why he is 
testifying today as he is. · 
Court: Leave out the indictment. I don't think that is 
prope~ . 
Mr. Williams: What we want to ask this man:· Were you 
not indicted for perjury on the evidence you gave at tl1e µrs~ 
trial of this case from which this case is ~ppealed Y Now, I 
ask your Honor to rule on this proposition. 
Court: Does he admit the perjury? If he arlmits it I wiU. 
let it come in. 
Court: (To witness:) Do· you know whether or not you 
have been indicted for perjury on account of the testhnony 
you gave on July 6th last before the Trial Justice Court? 
A. No. I dou 't. 
Court: Did you tell a story then f 
A. ·when I first come down here then? 
Court: Yes. Did you tell a story? 
A. Yes. I told one then. • 
_Court_: Oh, well-let it in, but if be denied -it, of course it 
wouldn't be admissible. 
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(Note: ,Jury returns). 
Q. Now, I understand you admit that in testifying in the 
case of the Commonwealth v. Lloyd Slayton triecl before the 
Trial .Justice Court on the 6th day of July that you made 
f alr;e statement. Is that correct 1 · 
A. Yes. When I first come down here. 
Q. Did you tell the Jury why you changed your· statement 
--did you change your statement after Mr. Barnes talked to 
youf 
· A. No. I changed it b.efore he talked to me because I went 
home and my mothe1· told me I had better tell the truth about 
it. 
Q. Now, on a former trial here you said this-did you say 
this: "I have nev~r been in nothing like this before and I 
didn't know anything to tell and Mr. Barnes said that was 
what was the best for me to tell i'' Did you make that state-
ment here before? 
A. No. I don't think I did. 
Q. Do you remember definitely whether you did or not? 
A, No. I can't remember. 
page 23 ~ Q. Are you on any bond of any kind 1 
· A. Not that I know of. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Let's get this straight. As I understand it, you came 
down her.e the 6th of July-the day this first trial was held 
hereY That is correct, isn't iU That is what you have told 
the Jm-yY . 
A. Yes. · 
. Q. You have told them your mother and daddy told you to 
tell the truth and you decided to tell the truth 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. bid you then tell Mr~ Barnes f 
Mr. Williams: I submit he is cross-examining the witness .. 
· · Q, I will ask you-when did yon tell Mr. Barnes the truth 
about the matter as you say it is today-was it that afternoon 
or notT 
A. 6th of July. 
Q. I will ask you whether or not you came to this court~ 
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l1ouse on the 9th of July, which was the following Monday, 
and testified before the Grand Jury, in which indictments were 
returned against several people ·for perjury7 
A. Yes. . 
Q . .And you were one against whom those indictments were 
being prepared.Y Is that right f 
A. Yes. 
Q. At. the time you told Mr. Barnes about this matter on 
the afternoon of the 6th of July, were you under arrest, under . 
indictment, or under bond of any kind Y Had you been charged 
with anything at that time f 
A. No. 
Court: Did anybody offer you anything to change your 
testimony¥ 
A. Well-they told me they would give. me anything I 
wanted to drink. 
page 24 r Court: I am-I believe you said you came down 
on July 6th and stated Lee Oarter was driving. I 
am talking about after you decided to tell the truth, did any-
body agree to give you anything to change your testimony 
thenf 
A. No. . 
Q. Why did you come down here at that first trial and 
testify falsely? 
A. Well_:_! didn't know anY. better I don't reckon. 
Q. What induced you to testify to what was the truth 1 
A. Well, they just come up and-
Q. Who? 
A. Bud and John Slayton come up and-




By Mr. Stowers : 
Q. Didn't you say at the other trial Mr. Barnes was the 
cause and he told you you had better tell the trnth and get 
out of that jam 7 
.A. No. I don't think I did. He just asked me was he driv-
ing and I said yes. 
Q. Didn't he tell you it would be- better to come out and 
tell f 
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A. He told me to tell that too and I decided myself it would 
be the best to tell. 
Q. Mr. Barnes told you if you would change your state-
ment it would be best to Y 
A.. He said it would be best to. 
Q. How long· after that tdal was it before Mr. Barnes got 
up there to see you Y 
A. I don't know. I didn't keep up with it. . 
Q· .. How does it happen that on this other trial you didn't 
say anything about yom father and mother changing your 
statement! -You didn't say anything about that on the ()ther 
trial, did you t 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Did you testify before your mother or father, 01· either 
of them, said anything or had anything to do with changing 
your story, or either of them t 
A. Yes. 
pag·e 25 ~ Mr. Thompson: The Commonwealth rests at, 
this point . 
Court: Let's take a recess of about five minutes. In the-
meanti:Q'.l.e the Court admonishes you (jury) not to discuss 
this case. 
; · (Recess.) 
. Mr. Williams: Would your Honor permit me to recall 
Hedrick and ask him some questions! 
Court: Yes. · 
The witness, 
SHIRLEY HEDRICK, 
upon being recalled to the stand, testified as follows: 
FJxamination by Mr. Williams= 
Q. You remember me examining yon at the last trial-ask-
ing yon some questions~ don't you Y 
A. I think so. 
Q. You remember you admitted you were intoxicated that 
day, don't youf 
A. v\Then I come down here Y 
Q. No. The day you drove down. You used the ~ord, 
-''right high"t 
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A. Yes. 
Q. Wben you were on the stand there, didn't I ask vou this 
question with reference to Mr. Ba·rnes: "He told you you. 
were in a peck of trouble Y '' and you said, '' Something like ' 
that''. Yon remember that, don't you?. 
A. No, I don't think I do. 
Q. And I said, '' And he told you if you didn't change your 
statement you would get in a peck of trouble, didn't he!" and 
you answered '' I think so''. - · 
A. If I did, I don't know anything about it. 
Q. Don't you remember testifying down here? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Don't you remember that same little lady taking down 
the evidence? 
A. I be-dog if I know. 
Q. And I said, ''That is why you changed your statement''? 
A. Yes. 
page 26 ~ Mr. Thompson: I opject. to his reading the an-
swer. I think he can ask him the questions. 
Court: You can refer to it to refresh' your memory and 
predicate any questions- · 
Mr. 1Villiams: 
Q. I said, ~'You weren't put· in jail, were you 7'' and you . 
sai:d, "No." 
A. I wasn't put in jail. . 
Q. I asked you this question, '' As a matter of fact you were 
told by this officer these boys were going to be put in jail and 
if you didn't chang·e your st~tement he would put you in 
jail Y" and yo'?( · answer was "Yes", and when I asked you, 
'' Arid you believed the officer'' and you answered ''Yes''. 
A. I don't remember that. 
The witness, 
MARY H. WILLIAMS, 
being first duly sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. You are Mrs. Hrigh T. Williams 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you report the case of Commonwealth 'l'. Lloyd= 
Slayton, tried on July 20, 1945 7 
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A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Did you report the evidence of Shirley Hedrick taken 
at that time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you have your orig;inal notes 1 
A. Yes, sir.· 
Q. Will .you turn to the evidence of Shirley Hedrick and 
read your notes-read that portion of evidence beginning with 
"He told you you was in a peck of trouble-" . 
Court: Haven't you a transcribed copy of the notes? 
Mr. Williams: Yes, sir, but I prefer that she read from her 
original notes. 
Court: It would be all right for her to read from the tran-
scribed notes if you want to. 
Mr. Williams: I would rather she would read from the 
original notes in order that the Jury may know it was cor-
rectly transcribed. 
page 27 l Court: I can fix that. Gentlem~n of the tTury, 
· · th0 Court instructs you that the transcribed copy 
of the evidence taken ·by Mrs~ Williams is absolutely correct. 
Q. Please read wh~t was said, beg·inning here. 
A. "Que~tion: He told you you was in a peck .of trouble, 
· didn't he Y '' .Answer : '' Something like that. 1' Question : 
'' And told you if you didn't change your statement you would 
get in a peck of trouble, didn't he?" .Answer, "I think so." 
Q. On the direct examination by Mr. Thompson, read what 
was said here : 
· A. Question: "'Vhat induced you 'to tell the truth about 
this matter?'' Answer : '' I have never been 'in nothing ·Jike 
this before and I didn't know·anything to tell and Mr. Barnes 
come down and talked to me and Mr. Barnes said that was· 
what was best for me to tell". 
Q. Did Shirley Hedrick anywhere 1n his evidence state that 
the reason he changed his evidence was on account of his 
mother and father telling him to? Did he ever even mention 
them in his evidence. 
A. I would have to read the evidence again to refresh my 
· 111emory. I don't remember just now. I transcribed these 
notes last week and don't remember. · 
Court: You can read them during hutch and take the stand 
later. 
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JJage 28 } The witness, 
LEE CARTER, ... 
after being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. ·wmiams: 
Q. You are Mr. Lee Carter? 
, A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live f 
A. Danville, Virginia. 
Q. When and where and under what circumstances did you 
first become acquainted with Lloyd Slayton, the def end ant 
liere? · 
A. I became acquainted with him in Danville-met him sev-
eral places I went. _He asked if I would like a job and I told 
· him I would try it. · · 
Q. Why were you unemployed at the time 1 
.._'1. On account of my disability~ · 
Q. Did you find out Mr. Slayton had a poaition with the 
Lorillard Tobacco CompanyY 
A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. During the course of your conversations with Mr. Slay-
ton state whether or not it was discussed as fo whether or not 
you could drive an.automobile? 
A. Yes. I told him I could drive and he asked would I 
drive him occasionally and I said I would. 
Q. When ,1ms that'? · , 
A. Last of February or first of March. 
Q. Since tl1at time have you driven his car? 
-- .~. 
A. Yes, sir. Any time he desired to go to Motley to see his 
parents, or any date, ox any business that required a car to 
get there., I drove him. 
Q. In pursuance of that arrangemellt with Mr. Slayton, 
did you on June 2_3rd drive ]\fr_ Slayton over to his father's 
store? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where is his father's store f 
A. Located between Altavista and Gretna at Motley. 
Q. Were you acquainted with Mr. Slayton at all before you 
made this arrangement with him? 
page 29 ~ A. No, sir. 
Q. At the time you came over with him, did you 
-understand bis permit had been taken in this Countyf · · 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Carter, when yon got out to the Slayton place, after 
that did Mr. Slayton and yourself and some others drive over 
to Altavista¥ . 
A. Yes, sir. Some of the men wanted to come over on busi-
ness and Mr. Slayton wanted some shorts. · 
Q. Who drove the car from Slayton's store over to Alta-
vista¥ · · 
A. I did; sir. 
Q. Who~ do you recall was in the cart 
A. There · was Bud, Mr. McDaniel-
Q. This is the one you call Bud (indicating defendant) f 
A.. Yes. · 
Q. There was Bud, who was Mr. Lloyd Slayton Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. McDaniel f 
A-. Yes, sir. Mr .. Hedrick. 
Q. Mr. HedrickY · 
A. Yes, sir. Also Mr. Robinson. 
Q. What.was the condition of Mr. Robinson and Mr. Hed-
rick at that time with reference fo sobriety! 
.A. They won't sober. 
Q. They w01i't soberf 
A. No. 
Q. Can you tell me where Robinson is at the present time¥ 
A. No, sir. From all I hear he is out of the state working 
for some furniture company. 
Q. WJia t position were you all riding· in the car °l . 
A. Mr. Robinson was riding on the front seat wi.t11 me. Mr. 
Slayton was sitting. behind me on the left. 
page 30 } Q. He was sitting directly behind you? 
A. Yes. Mr. Hedrick was on the right and Mr. 
McDaniel in the middle . 
. ·Q. Mr. McDaniel was sitting in the center:, Hedrick to his 
right, Slayton on the left, Robinson to your right and yon 
wer.e driving the cart 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you recall passing the officer's carf 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have no recollection of seeing an officer f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. When you got to the Texaco Filling Station, did any-
body sµggest yon turn up that way? . 
A. Bud suggested I turn that way. 
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Q. Were you familiar with Altavista Y 
A. Very little. · · 
Q. I will ask you this, had you had anything to drink at 
alH 
A. Not at the time. 
Q. Had Mr. Slayton had anything to drjnkY 
A. No. 
Q.· And .the only men in the car not sober were Robinson 
and Hedrick? · 
A. That is right. 
Q. As you turned to the left, what did you do? 
A. Turned back to the left again and came back in front 
ofthe-
Q. You were going up the street-did you turn tbis way or 
that wayY 
A. I turnecJ to the left-right f 
Q. And stopped on Broad Street where · they sell the 
tickets? · 
.A. Yes. I was asked if I was getting out of the car and I 
said, no, I will wait here for you. Mr. Slayton asked me to 
lean forward so he could get out. 
Q. You had a coach? 
A. No, sir. Two-door sedan. 
Q. One door on each side? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 31 ~ Q. Did you lean over for him to get out? 
·A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then what did you do? 
A. Set back. 
Q. Then what happened? 
A. Mr. Barnes drove up about then and called ]\fr. Slayton 
over to his car. · . 
Q. Where was Mr. Slayton at the time? 
A. On the outside ·of the car. 
Q. Were you still under the wheel? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where were the car keys? · 
A. In the switch. 
Q. Were they ever taken out of the switch? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who took them out Y 
A. I did. 
Q. Did Mr. Barnes ask you for the keys? 
A. Yes, sir._ 
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Q. Did you give them to him Y 
A. No, sir. I told him I didn;t know where they was at. 
Q. Then what happened? 
A . .About that tinie 1\fr. Slayton-Mr. Slayton 's father 
came up. 
Q. y OU mean Mr. Louis Slayton y 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. What was done with the cad . . 
A. He asked J olm to drive it back to the service station 
and take care of it and I gave him the keys and drove back. 
Q. What became of Lloyd Sl~yton? 
A. I found out that he had been put in jail. I didn't know 
that before. . 
Q. Did Mr. Louis Slayton come up just at the time of the 
officer or afterwards Y 
page 32 ~ A. He probably came up behind the officers-sec-
onds after Mr. Barnes went away. · 
Q. Did you know he was putting a charge against Mr. 
Lloyd Slayton at the time? _ 
A. When he came back and asked for the keys I figured he 
did. 
Q. Which way did they go Y 
A. To the stop light from Broad Street and then to the 
left. 
Q. Then you took the car and with Mr. Jolm Slayton went 
out to Motley? And I believe Mr. Slayton went ovE'r to bond 
out Lloyd Slayton? Is that right! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, M1\ Carter., did you know this boy Hedrick before 
that timeY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Had you ever seem him before as .fal' as you can recol-
lect? 
A. No, sir. I don't believe I did. 
Q. Did you come back over here the date· of this trial when 
they charged Lloyd with driving the car Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was Hedrick there? 
-A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you testify in that case? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Hedrick testify Y 
A. Y~s, sir. 
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Q. On the date of the trial before Mr. Overbey, did they 
dispose of the case the first time you were over here Y 
A. No, sir. It was ·put off a week. 
Q. vVhy was it put off! 
A. I understood Mr. Barnes to say he wasn't prepared for 
this and he ask~d it be put off and that he could get fifty wit-
nesses. 
Q. Had you and Hedrick and these other gentlemen in the 
car testified when he made that stateinent1 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 33} Q. Was it postponed for a weekf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you recall at the time you started out from Mr. Slay-
ton's service station. did you see M~s. Slayton there 7 
A. She was on the side of the car Bud was in. 
Q. What happened with reference to her? 
A. She gave him some letters to mail and was talking to 
him about being careful. 
Q. Which side of the car was she on? 
A. Left-hand side. 
Q. Which side were you on? 
A. Left-hand side. · 




By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. You are just as sure about everything else. as you are 
about your testimony tliat l\fr. Barnes told me and ::M:r .. Over-
. bey he could go out and get 50 witnesses, are you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now you say you were driving the car on the 23rd of 
.Tune when you came over to Altavista 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you say l\fr. Slayton suggested to you that you turn 
to the left and go up there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How fast were you going at that time? 
A. Pretty fast. 
Q. Why wer~ you driving so fast? 
A~ I was in a hurry to get back to Danville for one thing. 
· Q. Had Mr. Slayton tried to get any shorts in Danville? 
. ' 
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A. Yes, sir. That wasn't our purpose in going to Motley 
in the :fi.1·st place. 
Q. But you came from Danville to Motley and from there to 
Altavista to buy some-and shorts¥ 
page 34 ~ .A. Yes, sir. I wanted some too. 
Q. Did you buy any T 
A. No, sir. What came up I forgot an about them. 
Q. Y QU live ~n Danville toot 
A. Yes, sir: 
Q. What is tµe population of Danville Y 
A. 28 thousand, probably. 
Q. Do you know the population of Altavista Y . 
A. No, sir. 
Q~ You left a town the side of Danville of 30 thousand and 
c~me to Altavista to buy some shorts. All right. I under-
stand Mr. Hedrick and Mr. Robinson--Mr. Robinson isn't 
here, is he? · 
A. No, sir. 
Q. He hasn't been summoned as a witness·? 
A. No. 
Q. He was the only one except Hedrick that had had any-
thing to drink 7 
· A. Yes. At that time. 
Q. What do you mean '' at that time" Y 
A. We went and got a quart and taken it out. 
Q. Then Mr. Robinson wasn't so drunk he coulcln 't go in a 
peer establishment and buy it and pay for iU 
A. I bought it., and paid for it. 
Q. · He wasn't so drunk he couldn't go in? 
A. He could walk. 
Q. You were pretty well under the influence at the time 
Mr. Barnes had come down to the car? 
A. No. I had drunk about a third of a cup of beer at that 
time. 
Q. Where did you buy that beerf 
A. I don't know the name of the place but it is as you come 
into Altavista there is a little pool room on the left as you go 
to Lynchburg. 
page 35 ~ Q. In other words, it is on 29? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you ask Mr. Barnes why he bad arrested Lloyd 
Slayton? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why didn't you ask him! 
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· .A.. Probably it didn't strike my mind at tbat time. 
Q. He was a friend of yours. You didn't have enough in-
terest in the welfare of the man whom you were driving to 
inquire? 
.A.. "'\Vhen Mr. Barnes asked m·e what I was drinking when I 
told him ·beer he said, "Let's smell it''. It probably struck 
me then I would go to jail for drinkiug in a public place. · 
Q. Did anybody in your party ask Mr. Barnes why he was 
arresting Mr .. Slayton 1 · 
.A.. No, sir. But at the time he called him over and stood 
outsi~e and then got in and drove off and we didn't know he 
had been arrested until he came back. 
Q . .As a matter of fact Mr. Barnes told you he had been 
arrested . 
.A.. He might have. 
Q. Didn't you go get M:r. Slayton, the father? 
A. No. 
Q. When you g·ot back to Motley, wasn't this boy's father 
there? 
.A.. No, sir. ·when Mr. Slayton came over he asked John 
and me to go back and I drove back with John to Motley. 
Q . .And 1\ir. Slayton was in Altavista at the time? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Isn't the reason you didn't ask the officer why Bud had 
been arrested because you knew his license had been revoked 
and you knew he was driving and that is why you didn't ask 
him? 
A. No, sir .. 
Q. Lou tell this jury and tl1e Court that Mr. Barnes did not 
drive up immediately behind you when you parked in Alta-
vista, he was not immediately behind you? · 
A. No, sir. • 
Q. And if Mr. Barnes says he w~s, he is mistaken? 
A. I don't-like to call a gentleman a liar. 
page 36 ~ Q. But you say he didn't do it? 
A. That is right. 
Q. How long was it before Mr. Barnes drove up? 
A. Minute to a minute and a half. 
Q. Who is Louis Slayton that you ref erred to? 
A. Lloyd Slayton's father. 
Q. You sa-r he came up behind the officers. Do you mean 
the :first time the officers ,,•ore there? 
A. No. After the officers came back and asked f<ir the keys 
and then he came up right behind them. 
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The witness, 
MRS. J. L. SLAYTON, 
after being duly sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXA;MINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: · · 
Q. I believe you are Mrs. J. Louis Slayton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you are the mother of Lloyd Slayton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live Y · · 
A. Our· service station is about four miles from Altavista. 
Q. · And do you live there 1 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Is that at a place called Motley? 
A. Yes, sir. . · · 
Q. How far would you say that is from Altavista Y 
A. I would say four or five mil~s. It costs 22c on a bus. 
Q. Do you recall the day that your 80n was arrested and 
your bus band came over here to go on his bond? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Does your son:lfve with you? 
page 37 ~ A. He stays hi Danville. 
Q. On t~is· particular. day, who did be come to 
your place with? . 
A. This Carter-Lee Rov Carter. 
Q. Had this boy been there. before.? 
A. Yes. Everytime he come since he· hired him to drive 
and chauffer for him. 
Q. When they left your place to come to Altavista, did you 
see Hedrick and Robinson •there? 
A. Yes., I did. . 
Q. What kind of condition we.re they in with reference to 
sobrietyY · · 
· A. They was pretty full-had'all they could stand up under. 
They come there and wanted Mr.· Carter to carry them to 
Altavista. · 
Q. Now, Mrs. Slayton, when they· started out to Altavista, 
did you have occasion to come out after they h.ad gotten in 
the cart 
A. Yes, sir. I had three letters I wanted them to mail for 
' . 
me. . . 
Q. 'Yhere was he sitting? 
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.A. Right behind .Mr. Carter. Mr .. Carter was at the steer-
ing wheel and Buddy directly behind him on the back seat. 
Q. Did you give your boy the' letters 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then I believe they came over -to Altavista 7· 
A. Yes. After I gave them the letters. 
The witness, 
LEE McDANIEL, · 
after being duly sworn, testified as follows: · 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Qi You are Mr. Lee. McDaniel 1 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. · vVhere do you live? 
A. Next to Grit. 
Q. Is that in Pittsylvania County 7 
:A.. Yes, sir. 
page 38 } Q. How far is that from Altavista? 
A. Three miles and a half. 
Q. Were you over at Mr. Slayton's service station on the 
<lay that Mr. Lloyd Slayton was arrested f 
A. Yes, sir. · · 
Q: Did you see a man. named Hedrick and a man .named 
Robinson there? ·· ··· · 
· A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was their condition with reference to sobriety7 
A. They seemed pretty high. · ·: · · 
Q. Did you come over to Altavista in the car with Mr. Car-
ter, Slayton; Hedrick and Robinson 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you sit in the car? 
A. I set in the middle in the hind seat. 
Q. Who was to your left? 
A. Lloyd Slayton. 
Q. And who was to your right? 
A. Hedrick. · 
Q. Who was on the front seat? 
A. Carter and Robinson. 
Q. Who was driving that car Y 
A. Mr. Carter. 
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Q. Did he drive that car all the way from that service sta-
tion into Altavista Y 
A .. Yes, sir. 
Q .. On the way from Mr. Slayton's place to -Altavista do 
you have any recollection of seeing any officer t 
A. No, sir. 
Q. After you got to .. A.ltavista and stopped, how long was it 
before the officer came up and stopped? 
A. About a couple of minutes. 
page 39 ~ Q. W110 had the keys to Mr. Slayton's carY 
A .. Mr. Carter. 
Q. Did Mr. Lloyd Slayton get out of tl1e carT'. 
A. Yes, sir_ 
Q. Who got out first 1 
A. Mr. Slayton got out first and me and Hedrick got out 
on the opposite side. 
Court: Wh~ got out first f 
A. Mr. Slayton. He got out of the back seat. 
Q. How long after he got out before you and Mr. Hedrick 
got out? 
A. Right straight. 
Q~ Where did Mr. Slayton start tof 
A. Over to Smith's. . · 
Q. In what direction is that from wl1ere the car was parked t 
A. Across the street. 
Q. How far had he gotten when the officer called him? 
A. He was standing with· one foot on the running board of 
the car with his hands-
Q. Where was Carter then¥ 
A. Carter was sitting in front. 
Q. Did you hear any of the conversation at all between the 
officer and Mr. Slayton Y 
A. No·, sir. 
Q. When did yon first find out this officer had arrested Mr. 
Slayton and was charging him with driving the carY 
A. I didn't find it out until that night because the officer 
taken ;Lloyd and went on around the corner. 
Q. Where did you go? 
A. To the barber shop. 
Q. Did you see him any more that evening'! 
A. No, sir~ Excepting that night. 
Q. You weren't summoned fo court by Mr. Barnes at allf 
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A. No, sir. . 
page 40 ~ Q. Mr. Barnes saw you there, didn't he? 
• A. Yes. No, I don't believe he seen me. 
Q. Did you know Mr. Barnes 1 
· A. Yes, sir. I lmow him when I see l1im. 
Q. Had you known him before that day? 
A. No, sir. I have seen him several times. Just knew he 
was the State patrolman. 
Q. I believe you testified here at the trial that ~Ir. Carter 
was driving that car Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
· Court: Don't g·o into that. Tllis is a de no11a trial. 
Mr. Williams: I want to show the officer tried to intimidate 
him .. 
1\fr. Thompson : The officer isn't being tried and there has 
been no foundation laid for the impeachment of the officer 
and I submit any conversl!tions offered is purely hearsay. 
Court.: The Court sees no relevancy at this time. {To the 
Jury) You may retire to your room. If it is bias or .inter-
est-it couldn't be for contradiction but you can show it for 
the purpose of showing· bias. 
Q. You did testify in the 'l'rial Justice Court Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you tell the truth there 7 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. After that trial, did this officer Barnes approach you? . 
See you-come to youT 
A. After this here first trial? 
Q. At the time Lloyd Slayton was tried first-on ,July 6th? 
A. That was before I came over here the first time. 
Q. You hadn't testified? · 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. I don't .mean the trial ·in which Lloyd SlaY.ton was tried 
over here the last time. I am talking about the time you testi-
fied-had you ever talked to Mr. Barnes before that trialY. 
A. No, si.r. 
page 41 ~ Q. It was after. Wlmt did he say to you f 
A. He ~aid, "I l1ave been laying off to get up 
with you the last day or two.'' Said, '' If I had sc~en yon a 
little before I could have got you out of the mess for $5.00 
or $10.00' ,. and I said, '' You are mistaken about the mim clriv-
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ing that car" and hg said that "l have heard enough of that · 
damn" and that bad word. 
Q. What did he say! 
A .. Damn shit. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. You are just as sure about that as you are that that man 
back there was driving the car. Is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. Mr. Carter was driving the car. 
Q. Why did you all turn to the left if you were going to 
Smith's Brothers Store to deal? · 
A. That was 1\Ir. Carter's and Mr. Slayton's business. 
Q. They could have parked right in front of Mr. Smith's 
store? 
A. Yes, if they could have gotten a parking· place. 
Q. And coming the way they did they had to walk across 
the street! 
A . .Yes. 
Q. Did you get out of the car immediately when you got 
there and go to the barber shop? 
A. I went to the drug store and stood there. 
Q. I understood you to say you went to the barb~r shop. 
A. After they left. 
Q. I believe you stated Lloyd was standing there with bis 
foot on the running board 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. Had you g·otten out of the car at that time Y . 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Barne~ come up and take Mr. Slayton 
away? 
A. I seen him call him ·over and he got in the car like they 
were going to Lynchburg. . 
Q. Did his car stay there for some time before they left T 
A.. Just a second or two. 
page 42 ~ Q. Got this man in the car and went imme-
. diately? 
A. Just a minute or two-it might be a right good while. 
Q. Was it almost immediately they dr~ve on off! 
A. They won't there but just a few seconds. · 
Q. Did you know Mr. S.layton had been arrested? 
A. No, sir. · 
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Q. I>id you make any inquiry as to why he had been ar~ 
rested? 
A. Oh-I found out Mr. Barnes had gotten him in trouble. 
Q. When did you find that ouU 
A. Just about an hour afterwards. 
Q. I understood you to testify you dicln 't know it until that 
night? 
~- No. Then I caught a taxi and went back to Motley. 
Q. What time did you leave Motley going to Altavista Y 
A. 4:45. 
Q. Did you have anything to drink that day! 
A. I had a bottle of beer. 
'Q. Who had one with you f 
A. Nobody. 
Court: Who had th~ keys to the ear 7 
A. Mr. Carter, I guess. ' 
Court: You don't knowf 
A. No. 
RE-DIRECT E~MINATION. 
~y Mr. Williams: . · 
Q. Down at this first trial, was tl1e case settled tliat :first 
-day or was it postponed a week? 
A. Postponed a week. 
Q. Why was it postponed f 
A. Mr. Barnes said he didn't know he was· going to run up 
-0n anything like this. · · 
Q. Did he say what he was going to do! 
A. Get some witnesses. 
Q. Did be say how many? 
page 43 } A. 50. · 
Q. Outside of the witnesses that testified at that 
:first trial, has any witness ever testified except Mr. Barnes f 
A. No, sir.. . 
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The witness, 
LLOYD SLAYTON, 
after being duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
·By Mr. Williams: 
Q. Look at the Jury and answer my questions. 
A. I have to watch you, Mr. Williams, ~o I can read your 
lips. 
Q. Y oli are. hard of hearing Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, Mr. Slayton, how old are you t 
A. 28 years old. · 
Q. Where were you born Y 
A. King Mountain, North Carolina.· 
_Q. How old were you when you first came over into Vir-
giniaY 
A. I was just small-just a little kid. 
Q. Your father was originally from Pittsylvania County-
his family? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How far· did you go in school Y 
A. Until I went in the Army I was on the farm and I boxed 
some .. 
Q. Since you have been out of the army, what have you 
been doingY 
A. Working for the P. Lorillard Company ... 
Q. What do you do for them? 
A. I have charge of the shipping, receiving and storing. 
Q. In doing that sort of work, is it necessary at times for 
you to ride in an automobile? ' 
A. Yes, sir-ree. I have to go from the factory to t};i.e stor 
ages. 
Q. I believe that last FebTuary you lost your license and 
· your right to drive an automobile·! 
page 44 ~ A. Yes, I did. 
Q. Since that time have you driven any automo-
bile Y 
· A. No, sir. I had Mr. Carter come to work for me so he 
could drive me. 
Q. Where did you lose your permit? In .this County 7 
A. Yes, sir. Right here in Rustburg. 
Q. Was Mr. Barnes the officer in· that case Y 
A. Yes, sir-ree. 
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Q. I believe it has been testified that Mr. and Mrs. Louh1 
Slayton that live four miles from Altavista over at Motley artt 
your father and mother? 
A. Yes. 
Q. How many ·times had you visited them f 
A. I come over every week or every two weeks. Before l 
got Mr. Carter to drive for me-it was about three weeks-I 
wanted to come home a few weeks and I called, my father and 
asked him to send a boy named Bibee over and he carried me 
back there . 
. Q. Now, Mr. Siayton, on this day, what time did Carter and 
you leave Danville! · 
A. The day we came over on the 23rd, we left Danville 
about 1 :00 or 1 :30, because we worked until 12 :00. 
Q. Yon worked at Lorillard 's until 12 :00 o'clock Y 
A. Yes, sir. Yv e do every Saturday. 
Q. Did you come immediately on over here or do anything 
before you came? 
A. No, sir. I had to dress and shave. 
Q. There has been some inquiry about, your coming from 
Danville to Altavista to buy shorts. Was that the purpose 
of your visit? 
A. No,.sir. 
Q. Along about that time were there any shorts at any 
store in Danville? · 
A. Not that I could find because I had looked for them. 
Q. Did you know this man Robinson and Hedrick? 
A. Yes. I knew both of them. 
Q. ·what was their condition out at this place? 
A. They were feeling pretty good. 
· page 45 ~ Q. Had you had anything to drink at all Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Had Carter had anything to drink? 
A. No, sir. Not that I know of, and I was with him prac-
tically all the time. 
Q. When you left Motley you knew you were coming to 
Altavista? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Where did you sit in that car? 
A. In the rear seat right b~hind Mr. Carter. 
Q. Who sat next to you? · 
A. Mr. Lee McDan~l. 
Q. Who was on tlie other side of him f 
A. Mr. Hedrick . 
• 
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Q. That put Mr. Robinson and Carter in the front? 
A. Yes, sir-ree. 
Q. Just before you left did your mother give you any-
thing? 
A. Yes. Some letters. 
Q. How were you dressed¥ 
A. The same way I am now except for summer pants. 
Q. Both of you wore wl1ite shirts and spotted neckties? 
A. Yes. We went around together and dressed as near 
alike as we could. 
. Q. As you came ovel' to Altavista did you suggest to Car--
ter "that he turn to the left? . 
A. Y~s, sir. 
Q. Why did you tell him that! 
A. I used to stay with my mother and father at Motley 
and we are always g·oing in to get something. We always 
come up_ to the left and park and you can come down and make 
a right-hand turn and go rig·ht back home. If you come up 
29 you have to come to the parking· light and thert go up the 
hill and hunt a parking place all the. way up the hill. 
Q. As you got into this parking place what did you do? 
A. I told him to lean up so I could get out. So he did and 
I laid· my arm up on the top. I said, Do you want to get 
some underwear too and he. said ''No; you get me some. I 
don't believe they have any". 
page 46 ~ Q. Do you have ~ny recollection of meeting an 
officer coming to Altavista Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't see any at all 7 
.A.. No. 
Q. ~re you a married man? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. I believe Mr. Carter was not married at that timeY 
A. No. 
Q. But he is married now? 
A. Yes. About a month ago. 
Q. Had yo'!-1 seen the officer that day until he motioned you 
to come to him Y · 
A. No, sir. I had not. 
Q. Where would you have gone if the officer had not stopped 
you? · 
A. To get some underwear. 
Q. Had the other people gotten out of the car? 
A. Mr~ Robinson and Carter didn't, but Hedrick and l\fo-
• 
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Daniel did. Mr. Hedrick got out the same time I did and Mr. 
McDaniel waited until he got out. 
Q. vVhat is your recollection of the colloquy that ensued-
what did he say and what did you say? 
A. He drove up kind of to the left and the rear of my au-
tomobile. I was standing there and I heard some kind of a 
noise an.d looked around and he did like that to me. Naturally 
when a state trooper tells you to come over, you go over; so 
I went over and he opened his door and I g·ot in. He asked 
for my registration card for my automobile. I got it out 
and handed it to him. · 
Q. ·where did you have that? 
A. Rig·ht th.ere in my hip po~ket. 
Q. Where did you have your letters? 
A. In my other hip pocket because they wouldil 't go in my 
shirt pocket. . . 
Q. Then what happened? 
A. He wrote out a summons. 
page 4 7 } Q. Did you read the summons? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What did it sayT . 
A. When I read the paper it ~aid I w3:s summoned to be in 
Rustburg for speeding anq reckle!3s qriving, I think is the 
way. I wasn't driving and_ I thought if I signed that I would 
be guilty of it. I told him I wo~nld get the man that w.as driv-
ing·:--th~t I wasn't driving and would get the man that was 
and he grabbed me. 
Q. Did you refuse to _sign the su:µ1mons? . 
A. Yes. I told him I didn't see 'YhY he wanted to g~t me in 
trouble and I said,. no,· sir,. you didn't, s.ee me driving that 
car-and he didn't because I wasn't driving that automobile 
and that was why I had Mr. Carter WGtS with me to driv.e it. 
He had no business over here other than to be driving for 
me. 
Q. Between the time yo_u originally lost your permit up 
until this time, has this. officer stopped you? 
A. He never stopped .me but he· has stopped my automo• 
bile. 
Q. Who was driving? _ 
A. Mr. l>ickeral was driving. 
Q. You were not in the car at the time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was done? Did he say anything to you f 
A. Not to me. He looked at the man driving and said 
_something about his permit and Mr. Pickeral reached in his 
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pocket and then Mr. Barnes said something about making a 
mistake. 
Q.' But it was your car? 
A. Yes, sir. I have the man here who was in the car that 
day. Mr. Luther Farmer. 
Q. But you were in the car at the time? 
A. Yes, sir. . It was the last of February or first of March. 
Hadn tt been long after that trouble.. . 
Q. Was your brother John in the carf 
page 48 ~ A. No, sir. M:r. Luther Farmer wanted to go to 
·Lynchburg and I told him I couldn't drive but if 
anybody would drive u.s over there we would all go. He said 
he thought he could get somebody and so he got Mr. Pickeral. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: . 
Q. Mr. Slayton, you speak of the time 1vfr. Barnes stopped 
a car in which you were riding and Mr .. Pickeral was driv-
ing·. Qn that occasion did he accuse you of driving¥ 
A. No, sir. He didn't accuse anybody. 
Q. He didn't make any arrest 7 
_ A. No, but he said he made a mistake. 
Q. You say yo~ told him you would get t11e man--why did 
you first beg him not to give you a summons 1 
· A. I didn't beg him not to give me any summons but I asked 
him and he told me be knew I was driving .and I told him I 
wasn't. He told me to sign the summons. 
Q. How long have you been driving a car in Virginia 1 
A. Not so long because I lived in Canada and then Wash-
ington and then I went · in the Army.· I got hurt and they 
gave me a medical discharge. . 
Q. Did yon take an examination when you secured an op-
erator's license in Virginia? 
A. I never got one in Virginia. 
Q. The one you had when the officer arrested you in Feb-
ruary-was that a Washington license T · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q; Didn't he explain to you it was merely a summons to 
court! 
A. No, sir. He said to sign it and to be in court. 
Q. Did you call your father? 
· A. Yes, sir. I can't hear anything on the telephone very 
much but I told him Mr. Barnes said I was driving the car. 
I ' 
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Q. Where did you call from? 
.A. The jail at Altavista. 
Q. Did ]\fr. Barnes take you in there so you could call your 
fatherY 
page 49 ~ A. He started back to Lynchburg and then went 
back to Altavista. He said call him. I said Mr. 
West will you call my Dad f He says, '' Son you go ahead 
and do it. I don't want to get mixed up in it''. 
Q. Mr. Barnes took you to where you could call your father? 
.A. He hadn't put me in the cell .then. 
Q. There was no phone in your cell T 
A. No, sir. I didn't say that. 
Q. So he took you in the office next to the jail 1 
A. Yes, sir. Right next doo.r. 
Q. When did you mail your mother's letters! 
A. I mailed them the next day when I went back to Dan-
ville on Sunday morning. I forgot about mailing them when 
all that stuff come up. 
Q. Mr. Slayton, you say you know :M:r. Hedrick? 
A. Yes, sir. I know him when I see him. 
· Q. Do you know of any reason why he could come here and 
testify you were driving the car when you weren't? . 
A. I have often wondered why. 
Q. You have nothing against him? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And he has nothing· against you? 
A. Not that I know of. I never done nothing to him. 
Q. Do you know of any reason why Mr. Barnes would comP. 
here and testify you were driving if you weren't 1 
A. I honestly believe he thin~s . I was. 
RE-DIRECT EXAl\HNATION. 
/' By Mr. Williams: 
Q. He asked yo.u about this boy Hedrick. You l1eard him 
state the officer said he was going to put him in jail T 
A. I heard some of it, Mr. Williams, but not all of it. 
Q. At the time Mr. Barnes took you up there and let you 
use the telephone, did he search you? 
page 50 ~ A. No, sir. I wasn't searched at all. He never 
locked me in the cell because as soon as I talked 
to my Dad about that time-
Q. Did Mr. West search you? 
A. No, sir. 
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_ Q. Did Mr. Barnes ever put his hands in your _pockets¥ 
A. No, sir-ree. 
Q. This Hedrick boy made the statement this morning that 
you and· your brother persuaded him to testify falsely for 
you at the first trial. Did you do that J 
A. No, sir.-· All I wanted him to do was to come down and 
tell the truth. 
Q. Did you know he was going to be a witness¥ 
A. Yes, ·sir. Because I had asked him to do it. · 
Q. How did you know he _saw it Y 
A. Because be was in the back seat of my automobile. 
The witness,. 
LUTHER.FARMER, 
after being duly sworn, testified as follows : . 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Stowers : . 
· Q. Where do you live? 
A. I live over at Motleys. 
Q. Do you remember an occasion when you were with some 
other parties going to Lynchburg and Mr. Barnes stopped the 
car you were in? 
· A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who was driving that automobile? 
A. Pickeral. , 
Q. Whose car was it? 
A. It was Bud's car. 
Q. Why wasn't Bud driving it? 
A. He won't allowed to drive it, all I know of. We went to 
Lynchburg together. · 
Q. Do you lmow about what time that was Y 
A. No. Q. It was testified by Mr. Barnes that John Slayton was in 
the car. Was he in that carf 
page 51 ~ A. No, sir. · 
Q. Was Lloyd Slayton in the car Y 
A. Yes, sir. I w.as in the back seat. He drove up behind 
the car and blowed the siren. He .come up by the window 
and kind of smiled. He asked for Pickeral 's driving permit. 
Q. Then what ·did he say to him Y 
. A. Told him to go on .. 
;/~/~ 
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Court: Of course, similar occurrences are not admissible 
except for the purpose of showing _intent, motive, plan and 
Officer Barnes is not. on trial anyhow. The evidence is ad-
missible for the purpose of contradicting Officer B~rnes. 
The witness, 
JUNIOR LANIER, 
after being duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: . 
Q. Your name is Junior Lanier? 
A. That is right. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. At Renan. 
Q. Is that in Pittsylvania County? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. · Were you over here in .Altavista on the day that Mr. 
Lloyd Slayton here was arrested 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who did you come down with that .dayt 
A. I was driving my car. 
Q. Who was with you? 
A. Junior Epperson and two girls. 
Q. Who were the two young ladies? 
A. Everett girl and Roland girl. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Slayton on that day Y 
A. Yes. ' 
Q. Were the two young ladies with you at that timet 
A. No. 
page 52 } Q. Where were they? 
A. Sitting in the car. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Lloyd Slayton's oar when it parkedT 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who was driving it? 
A. Lee Carter. 
Q. Was Mr. Slayton driving it? 
A: No, sir. 
Q. I believe you also testified to that when they had the 
hearing over here? · 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you testified to that at another trial f 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Is that the truth t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Court : I don't see the materiality of. that. This is a 
de nova trial. 
Q. Where were you when the boy parked his car? 
A. Right up in front of the Western Auto Store. 
Q. After Mr. Carter had parked the car, how long was _it 
before this Officer Barnes came up? 
A. About a minute or two. 
Q. ·where was Carter and Slayton when the officer came 
upY 
A. Bud was standing beside the car ·and Carter was still 
under the wheel. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. I will ask you if you didn't, on July 10, 1945, make a 
·written statement in which you stated that you did testify 
falsely on the 6th of July when this case was first tried and 
that you were not there? · · · 
A. I told Mr. Barnes that. 
Q. I. will ask you if you came to my home near Rustburp:-
and told me the same thing! 
· A. Yes. 
page 53 } Court: It is proper here only for the purpos ... 
of contradicting the witness. The Court will just 
·at this time tell the Jury you are to consider the fact that ht> 
made a prior statement for the purpose of testing his credi. 
bility. It has no probative value on the charge. 
Q. You have come here today and testified entirely differ-
ent from the written statement which you made and signed, 
and also entirely different from what you told met 
A. Yes, sir. But it was the first time I had ever been in 
jail and you will do a lot of things when you are in jail. 
-
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. I believe you stated you come over to the first trial and 
you told Mr. Overbey just what you are telling now, that Lee 
Carter was driving this cart 
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A. That is right. 
Q. Was the case settled that day or was it postponed f 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. Was it postponed f 
A. Yes, sir: . 
Q. Do you understand what it was postponed forT 
A. No, sir. 
Court: Do you know how long it was postponed t 
A. I think it was a week. 
Q. Did you come back on ·the date to which it had been 
postponed? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you or anybody else testify before the Trial Jus-
t.ice? ! 
A. I don't remember. . 
Q.' After you had gone down there and been sworn and· told 
the truth, did anybody approach you and tell you you hadn't 
told the truth about iU 
A. No, sir. Mr. Barnes said I hadn't. 
Court: You had better limit your questions to the incon-
sistent statement. 
Q. When did Mr. Barnes put you in jail? 
. A. He ~ome down and g·ot me and the Epperson boy and 
put both of us in jail. 
page 5'4 ~ Q. Where did he put you in jail 7 
A. In Altavista and in Lynchburg. 
Q. Had you ever been in jail? · 
A. No. He said if I would tell the truth it would be easier 
on us. 
Q. Did you tell him the truth? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What did he say to you in Altavista? . 
.A. Just said if we would tell the truth it would be a whole 
lot easier on us. I told him I had told the truth. 
Q. Then what did be do? 
A. Put us back in jail and took us to Lynchburg. 
Q. Did he handcuff you going to Lynchburg? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then what happened? 
A. Put me upstairs in one room and the Epperson boy in 
another. Stayed there about five minutes and went down to 
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the office in the jail and he asked us to sign some stuff and I 
did~ 
Q. Did you think at that time it would get you out of jail? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And did it? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How old are you Y 
A. 17. 
Q. What do you do? 
A. Farm. 
Q. Did he use any bad language to the other boy in ·your 
. presence? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What was t4e language he used T 
A. Just told us we badn 't told the truth. 
Q~ And you state now you had told the truth T 
A. Yes, sir. _ · 
page 55} RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. What persuaded you to change after you had told Mr. 
Barnes that you hadn't told the truth the first time? ,vi1y did 
you change back 1 
Q. Yes. 
A. I had been telling the truth and was going to continue 
a . 
Q. Didn't you state you were in Altavista but didn't see 
this cart · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Why did you change T What induced you to change 
tlgain Y 
A. Because I was telling the truth the first time. 
Q. Isn't it because you were told by Lloyd Slayton, ,John 
Slayton, and others, that if you changed you would be ar-
rested for that? 
A. No. 
Q. At the time Mr. Barnes arrested you7 you had been in-dicted for perjury? . 
A. Yes. 
Q. You say you told Mr. Barnes a statement to get out of 
jail. Wlien you came to my house you were out of jail. 
A. Yes. He said he was going to put us back in jnil. I 
don't know what he come over to see you f 01-. 
Q. You were under no threat or duress at that time? 
. ·•e 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. Didn't you tell me about this freelyt 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. After you went home-Mr.. J. L. Slayton bonded you 
ouU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Didn't you go up to the home of Mr. Rorer and tell him 
what you had told Mr. Barnes 7 
A. Yes, sir. Because I didn't want to go bllck to 
page 56 } no jail. 
Q. Mr. Rorer had nothing to do with you while 
you were in jail or at my house. You were out of jait After 
that you went to the home of Mr. Rorer, you told him that 
what you had told Mr. Barnes was the truth? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Why did yo-u do that! 
A. I was still scared. 
RE-RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By. Mr. Williams: 
Q. Wasn't Mr. Rorer with him when Barnes came and got 
you? 
A. Yes. 
Q. At the time they came and got you, Mr. Rorer was with 
him? . 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Ever been in any trouble before? 
A. No, sir. 
RE-RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: · 
Q. Did Mr. Barnes ever ask you to do anything but tell 
the truth? · 
A. No, sir. 
RE-RE-RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
By 1\fr. Williams: 
Q. But he wanted you to tell what he said was the trutb 7 
A. Yes, sir. · 
if,•, 
60 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
The witness, 
JUNIOR EPPERSON, 
after being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. What is your name t 
A. Junior Epperson. · 
Q. Where ~o you livet 
A. Renan. 
Q. How old are you Y 
A. 20. 
page 57 } Q. Do you live with your people? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What do yon do. Y 
A. Farm. 
Q. How far did you go in school f 
A. To the 6th grade. 
Q. Now, Junior, were yon in .Altavista on the day that Mr. 
Lloyd Slayton was arrested Y 
- .A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see him that day in Altavista Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What were you doing in Altavista on that day f 
.A. We were just over there coming up the street. 
Q. Who was with you T 
A. Junior Lanier. 
Q. Were the young ladies with you Y 
.A. No. They were in the car. 
Q. Did you see that car. when it was parked f 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who was driving that carf 
A. Lee .Carter was driving it. 
Q. Did you see the officer when he came up 1 
A. Yes .. 
Q. How long had they been parked when he came up r 
A . .About two minutes. 
Q. Did you know Mr. Slayton here at that time¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. After yqu found out that this officer had charged Mr. 
Slayton with driving tlie car, what did you tell J olm Slayton, 
if anything Y 
A. I asked what they did tq his brother-I seen l\:Ir. BarneEt 
talking with him in Altavista. · 
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page 58 ~ Q. Who was the first person you told yon saw 
Mr. Carter driving the car f 
A. John.· 
Q. John Slayton. And I believe you -testified at the trial 
downstairs f · • 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was the trial ended on the first day down there or post-
poned? · 
A. Postponed. -
Q. Did you testify the first tim~ f 
A. Yes. 
Q. Why was it postponed f 
A. I. think Mr. Barnes wanted to get some witnesses. 
Q. Did you hear him say that? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was after everybody had testified? 
A. Yes. · 
· Q. Did you hear him state how many witnesses he· could 
get? 
A. No. 
Q. Were any other witnesses there the next time other than 
than those that had already testified? 
A. No, sir. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By ]\fr. Thompson: 
Q. Do you remember coming to my house on the 10th of 
July? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do yon remember what you told me? 
A. Yes. · 
Q. What did you tell me there at my house¥ 
A. You told me if I told the truth-
Q. Didn't you come to my house and tell me you were not 
in front of the Western Auto place in Altavista on the 23rd. 
of June when the Slayton car came up and that you did not 
see who was driving· that car? Didn't you tell me that? 
A. Yes. 
page 59 }- Q. You had previously made the statement to 
Mr. Barnes? 
A. He just wrote it. 
· Q. Didn't you tell Mr. Barnes the same thing in Lynch-
burg? 
62 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virgiuia 
Ju'11,ior Eppetson. 
A. I told him I didn't know anything about it. He said I 
had better tell the truth so I could go home that night. 
Q. Mr~· Barnes didn't tell you to change iU 
A. He said I might as well come on and tell the truth. 
Q. Didn't I ask you if that was the truth? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Mr. J. L. Slayton ~ent on your bond? 
A. Yes. 
Q. It was an indictment for perjury? That is correct, isn't 
iU 
A. Yes. 
Q. Didn't you voluntarily go up to the home of Mr. Rorer 
and tell him what you had told me and told him that was the 
truth? Did you do that? · 
A. Yes. 
Q. Why did you do that?· 
A. Because I didn't want to go to jail. 
Q. Why did you g·o up there 7 
A. I was scared of the jail. _ 
Q. But you were out of jail and had been bonded and you 
went up there and told him that was the truth T 
A. Yes. 
Q: When did you get unscared and tell the truth f 
A. The next time I had to come back and tell the truth. 
Q. Who had allayed your .fears so you weren't afraid? 
A. Nobody. 
Q. Nobody told you what to say but. you recovered your 
bravery and told the same thing? 
A. I just fold it just like I seen it. 
page 60 ~ RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams : 
Q. You say at the trial down there you were sworn to tell 
the truth and you did tell the truth? 
. A. Ye~ . 
. Q. Now, you were back up there on your farm. What did 
Mr. Barnes say T 
A. Said for me to get. in the car. Put me in jail. Then 
come and said I might as well tell the truth and I would get 
off easier. Then I said I had already told the truth and bP 
said I was a damn liar and he didn't want to hear that stufl~ 
Iio more. 
Q. Then what did he do? 
A. Put me back in jail at Altavista. 
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Q. Had he put the handcuffs on you before you got to the 
jail at Altavista 7 · 
A. No. 
Q. When be got you out at Altavista, did he put the hand-
cuffs on you? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Then what did he do? 
A. Took us to Lynchburg. 
Q. Then what did he do 7 
A. Put us in jail. 
Q. Did you ever tell him any different up to that time f 
A. No. 
Q. Then what happened¥ 
A. He said to come on and tell the truth and I said I didn't 
know anything 3:bout it. 
Q. Did anybody swear you that time f 
A. No. 
Q. Did you read what Mr. Barnes wrote at Lynchburg? · 
· A. No, sir. . 
Q. You say that was done in the Lynchburg jail t 
A. In the same building but not the jail part. 
Q·. Was that statement you made there trueY 
A. No, sir. 
page 61 } Q. As soon as you made that, you got out of 
jail? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. And that is what you wanted to do f 
A. Yes. 
Q. And after ·an that, you tell this jury you saw this boy 
Carter driving that carY 
A. Yes. . 
Q. And every time you have been sworn to tell the trntn, " 
you have told that 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that is the truth Y 
A. Yes, sir. · 
Q. At the time Mr. Barnes came up and g·ot you, did hP 
have Mr. Rorer with himY -
A. Yes. 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: · 
Q. You didn't go home until somebody gave bond here for 
you, did you Y 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. Did Mr. Rorer come with you to Altavista f 
A. Yes. 
The witness, 
H. R. LITTLE, 
after being ~uly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Stowers: 
Q. What is your business¥ . 
A. Consignee at Altavista for the Texas Company. 
Q. What official position, if any, do you hold in Altavista? 
A. I am on the Town Council. 
Q. Mr. Little, do you know Lloyd Slayton! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q . .A.bout how long have you knowµ him f 
A. What I know about him-two years or a little better. 
Q. Over that period of two years are you acquainted with 
his general reputation from what the people have to say about 
him for truth and veracityf 
· page 62 ~ .A.. Yes. · 
Q. What is that reputationt 




being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Sowers: , 
Q. Where do you live¥ 
A. I live at Riceville, Virginia. 
Q. That is- in Pittsylvania County? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is your business T 
.A. Farmer. 
Q. How long have you known Lloyd Slayton? 
A. Ever since '31. 
· Q. How close have you been living to where he was over 
that period of time! · · 
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A. Most of the time fairly close to him. Part of the time 
he stayed in w· ashington. 
Q. Are you acquainted with his general reputation for truth 
and veracity! 
A. Yes. I think so. 
Q. Is it good or bad 1 
A. Good as far as I know. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. How far do you live from Motley Y 
A. Maybe · 20 miles. 
Q. Mr. Slayton has testified he lived in Canada and came 
back and lived in Washington. Were you in Canada with him 
and Washington T 
. A. Yes. I stayed in Canada four years and cured tobacco 
with his father for three. 
The defendant, 
LLOYD SLAYTON, 
upon being recalled to the stand, testified as follows: 
EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams:· . 
Q. Aside from this arrest back in February, 
page 63 ~ prior to that time had you ever been in any trouble 
in your life? 
A. No. Never Imel been in nothing. Never had a driving 
ticket or nothing. 
Mr. ,vmiams : The defendant rests. 
The witness, 
STA~E POLICE O]fFICER BARNES, 
upon being recalled to the stand, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: . 
Q. It has been testified to here ·by one Lee McDaniel that 
you told him that if you.had seen him a. few days earlier that 
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you could bava gotten him off with a $10.00 fine. Did you 
ever make any such statement as that? 
A. No. I stopped bim on tb~ atreet in Altavista and talked 
to him and told him I certainly hated to see bim get in all that 
trouble. He had been indicted at that time, over a man that 
might have had to pay a ·$10.00 fine and I certainly bated to 
see him get in any trouble. 
Q. I~ that the only conversation you had with him? 
. A. Yes, sir. I talked to him two or three minutes and could 
tell he wasn't interested in what I said.· Regardless of what 
he had told., I couldn'fhave-
Mr. Williams: I object. 
Court: Don't go beyond the scope of the examination in 
chief. 
Q. lt has been testified to lwre by !Jee Carter that you made 
the statement that you could get 50 witnesses to come over 
and testify in that case? 
A_. I don't remember making that statement. I said at the 
time I thought I could get some other witnesses I did see and 
they said if they had known they Qould have been there. 
Court: . You will disregard what he testified as to what 
other witnesses said. 
Q. Lloyd Slayton has testified that when you had him in 
your car that he told you another man was driving and if you 
would let him he wo1.1ld go get that man 1 
A. I don't remember him making any such statement. 
Q. Mr. Barnas, Junior Lanier and Junior Ep-
page 64 } person testified and Junior Epperson said vou 
made this statement to him when you were q~es-
tioning ,him, that be was telling a damn lie. Do vou recall 
making any such statement to him? · 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Was any reward or promise of favor, promise to let 
anybody out of jail, made to these boys when they made these 
statements Y · 
A. No, sir. 
Q; Did you ever tell thoni you would let them out of jail Y 
A. No. 
Q. Did they come to my house t 
A. Yes. 
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Q. Did they say the same thing at my house that they had 
to you? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Please state why they were handcuffed? · 
A. Mr. Rorer was with me and these two boys were in the 
back seat. I left Mr. Rorer at his home when I was going to 
Lynchburg. There were_ two of them together and I hooked 
them together so one wouldn't run one way and one the other. 
. . 
Court: Had they been indicted at.that time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You. were arresting· them on a capias? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did these boys read the statement which you wrote? 
A. They told me what to say and I wrote it down as near 
as I could. I read it back to them, I think. I don't remember 
them reading it themselves, but I wrote what tlley told me to 
write. . 
Q. This case was continued from July 6th to the 13th. Was 
there further testimony introduced in the Trial Justice Court 
on July 13th? . 
A. Not as I lmow of. 
Q. In other words th~ Tdal Justice didn't hear any addi-
tional evidence 1 
page 65 ~ A. N Q, sir. · They were indicted on the 9th and 
when they came to the Trial J nstice Court that 
morning Mr. Stowers f!nd ]\fr. Slayton wept in the Judge's of-
:fice-
Q. Counsel for Mr, Slayton an.d Mr. Overbey were in there 7 
A. Yes. Judge Overbey told me he had-
Court: Don't tell what he told you. Did Judge Overbey 
know they had been indicted for perjury? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Court : Did he know who had been indicted for perjury Y 
A. All of them that testified that day. 
Court: Did he know all of .them had been indicted for 
perjury¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
· Q. When Mr. Hedrick talked to you on the 6th of July, were 
there any charges of any kind pending against him Y 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. When was the charge against Mr. Hedrick and the 
others made Y . 
A. After the Grand Jury met on July 9th. 
Q. Was Mr. Hedrick summoned as a witness to go before 
the Grand Jury¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. How far is it from here to Altavista f 
A. Close to 20 miles. 
Q. How far is-it from here to Lynchburg? 
A. 8 miles. 
Q. Who caIQ.e from Lynchburg over here with these two 
boysT 
A. Nobody except me. 
Q. You didn't handcuff them coming over here f 
A.. No. 
Q. You had gotten the statement from them? ·when you 
started from Lynchburg¥ Before you got it you put hand-
cuffs on them? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 66 ~ . Q. You put them in jail Y 
A. Lanier, not Epperson. 
Q. You gave as your reason you didn't handcuff them be-
cause there was another officer with yon, but that you put t]1e 
handcuffs on g·oing to Lynchburg. They had refused in Alta-
vista jail to change their statement~ hadn't they Y 
· A. They didn't change it. Yes, sir. 
Q. Yon had talked to them in Altavista jail and they still 
said what they had told was the truth f 
A. Yes. 
Q. You brought them to Rustbnrg after getting the state-
ment without handcuffs then? " 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You didn't testify this morning that Lloyd Slayton re-
fused to sign the ticket? 
A. No, sir. I riever asked him to sign it. I didn't write the 
summons part out. I can show you the part I wrote out. 
Q. You started with _him to the Lynchburg jail. Why didn't 
you carry him on? . . 
A. I knew his father; knew he ran that store over there. 
I knew he would come right straight over so I took him to 
Altavista so he could come on over and bond him out. 
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The witness, . 
R. V. RORER, 
after being duly sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAl\UNATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. ·what is your official position? 
A. Pittsylvania County Police. 
Q. I want to ask you if ,Junior Epperson and Junior Lanier 
came to your home in Pittsylvania County and made a state-
ment to you about this charge against Mr. Slayton 7 
· .A.. Yes. They did. 
Q. Please state whether or not they told you they were not 
present and that they had made a statement to Mr. Barnes 
which was the truth 1 
A. Yes. 
Mr. Williams: I object. They have already admitted 
it. 
page 67 ~ Court: I don't know but it is admissible if they 
want to. You can rebut it even though they admit 
it. In other words, rub it in. 
Q. May I ask you whether or not the boys came to _your 
place of their own free will and accord Y 
A. Yes. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. That was after they had been indicted, wasn't it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Thompson: The Commonwealth rests. 
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This day came the said Lloyd Slayton hy counsel and moved 
the Court to reconsider and set aside its judgment entered in 
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this case heretofore on October 17., 1945, on ~ rule appealed 
from the Trial Justice of Campbell County against said Slay-
ton to show cause why a judgment entered against him in the 
.case of Comnwnwealth of Virginia v. Lloyd Slayton on Feb-
ruary 2, 1945, suspending a 60-day jail sentence i:;bould not 
be revoked. And the Court having heard the evidence bear-
ing upon the revocation of Raid sentence by the said Trial 
Justice in the case of Commonwealth v. Lloyd Slayton tried 
in this court on July 20, 1945, on a charge of subornation of 
perjury, and the evidence in the trial of the case of Common 
wealth of Virginia v. Lloyd Slayton tried in this court on 
October 15, 1945, on a charge of driving an automobile while 
l1is permit to drive remained suspended, and also having 
heard the evidence in the case of the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia v. Junior Epperson tried in this court on October 17, 
1945, on a charge of perjury, the main issue of fact to be 
established in all of said three cases being whether or not 
the said Lloyd Slayton was driving· his automobile on June 
23, 1945, while his permit to drive remained suspended, and 
the evidence in all of whicl1 three cases being practically the 
same except that on tl1e trial of the case of October 17, an 
additional witness appeared and testified on behalf of the 
Commonwealth, tlrn Court is of opinion in view of section 
1922b of the 1942 Code, which provides that ':the 
page 69 ~ court may, for any cause deemed by it sufficient, 
revoke the suspension of sentence,'' and in the 
Jight of all the evidence bearing upon a violation of the con-
ilition of the suspension of said sentence entered on Febru-
ary·2, 1945, tbat said Trial .Justice did not abuse his discre-
tion by revoking said suspended sentence, and the Court be-
ing further of opinion after hearing all the evidence in the 
three cases mentioned above that the said Lloyd Slayton was 
in fact driving· his automobile on June 23, 1945, as charged 
in the warrant against him., notwithstanding the verdicts of 
acquittal rendered in the cases tried on July 20 ancl October 
15 to the contrary but this opinion being consonant with the 
verdict of conviction of Epperson in the case tried October 
17, which verdict of conviction necessarily found that tbe said 
Lloyd Slayton was in fact driving his car while his permit 
remained suspended, the Court doth overrule the motion to 
reconsider and set aside the said judgment e!}tered hereto-
fore on October 17, to which ruling the said counsel for the 
accused excepted. 
Whereupon the counsel for the accused expressing a desire 
to appeal tl1e case asked that the execution of the judgment· 
heretofore entered on October 17, 1945, be suspended ·until 
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November 12, 1945, to afford an opportunity to prepare the 
record and present thf!ir petition for a writ of error and 
.supernedeas, the Court doth further order that the execution 
of the said judgment of October 17., 1945, be suspended until 
November 12, 1945. 
page 70 } Commonwealth 
v. 
Lloyd Slayton : 
The Court instructs the ,Jnrv that if vou believe from the 
evidence in this case beyond a ·reasonabld doubt that Lloyd E. 
Slayton was driving a motor vehic.le on the occasion in ques-
tion here; and you further believe from the· evidence in this 
case beyond a reasonable doubt that previously thereto his 
permit to drive a motor vehicle had been revoked, and re-
mained suspended at the time of such operation of said motor 
vehicle; you should find llim gt1ilty as charged in the warrant 
in this case and fix his punishment at confinement in jail not 
less than two .days nor more than six months, and in addi-





The Court instructs the jury that the sole issue submitted\ 
to you is whether or not the defencl:mt., upon the occasion de-
scribed in the evidence, was driving the automobile in which , 
he was riding. 
He is presumed to be innocent of the charge against him, 
and the burden is on the Commonwealth to prove to you be-
yond a reasonable doubt that the defendant is guilty before 
you can convict him, and if from the evidence you have a rea-
sonable doubt. as to whether or not the defendant has been 
proven to be guilty you should find him not guilty. 
G. 
C. E. R. 
page 72 ~ -B-
TI1e Court instructs the jury that the defendant comes to 
the bar presumed to be innocent an¢[ this presumption goes 
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with him throughout the entire case and applies at every stage 
thereof until repelled by proof which excluded from the minds 
of the jury every reasonable hypothesis of innocence : 
That suspicion of guilt however strong· nor probability of 
guilt however great is not sufficient to convict the defendant; 
even though the jury may believe from the evidence that bis 
guilt is more probable than his innocence, this is not enough 
for before the jury can convict the defendant, they must be-
lieve from ·the evidence beyond all reasonable doubt that the 
defendant is guilty as charged in the warrant. 
If upon the whole evidence or lack of evidence there re-
mains in the minds of the· jury any reasonable doubt as to the 
guilt of the defendant the verdict should be not guilty. 
G .. 
C. E.B . 
• 
page 73 ~ ORDER .. 
Circuit Court of the County of Campbell, on Friday, the 
20th day of July, in the year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine 
- Hundred and Forty-five and in the One Hundred and Seven-
tieth year of the Commonwealth .. 
Present: The Hon. Charles E. Burks, Judge .. 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 
v. 
Lloyd Slarton .. 
Upon an Indictment for Subornation of Perjury. 
This day-came the attorney for the Commonwealth as well 
as the accused and his attorneys, and said Lloyd Slayton be-
ing arraigned, pleaded not guilty as charged in the indict-
ment; and thereupon came twelve jurors, summoned and 
selected as provided by law:, to-wit: John ,v ..... i\.rtliur, L. R .. 
Hale, L. W. Roa1·k, J. A. Barnard, C. W. Hackworth, vV. A. 
Staples, F. J. Layne, Jesse D. Evans, T. E. Megginson, Rich-
ard Jones, Charles Bradley and Sam Hunter, wlio were sworn 
• the truth of and upon the premises to speak, and having heard 
the evidence and argument of counsel and received tl1e in-
struction of the Court, retired to their room to consider their 
verdict and after some time returned into Court and rendered 
the following verdict: 
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"We, the jury find the defenda~t., Lloyd Slayton, not guilty 
as charged in the within' indictment. (Signed) L. R. Hale, 
Foreman.'' 
It is therefore ordered that said Lloyd Slayton be dis-
charged f1;om this prosecution and go thereof without day. 
CHARLE$ E. BURKS, Judge. 




EVIDENCE TAKEN JULY 20, 1945 . 
.Appearances: Jimmy Thompson, Esq., for the Common-
wealth. 
Stowers & Sto'Yers, Esqs. and Hugh T. Williams, Esq., for 
the defendant. 
page 75 -~ EVIDENCE SUBMITTED ON BER.ALF OF 
. . COMMONWEALTH: 
The witness, 
POLICE OFFICER BARNES, 
being· first duly sworn, testiffod as follows: 
DIRECT EX.AMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Mr. Barnes., I bGlieve you are the State officer that first 
arrested Lloyd Slayton h~re last January and also you ar-. 
rested him on the 23rd of June. Is that correct? 
.A. That is right, sir. 
· Q. I believe you swore out the warrant on the 27th of 
January? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Thompson: I would like to introduce in evidence a 
certified copy of th~t warrant. 
Court: Is that a copy of the warrant? 
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Police Officer Barnes. 
Mr. Williams: I want to object, if your Honor please, on 
th~ .ground-I can understand a man's license might be .re-
voked £or many things which would not reflect on· him like 
driving while intoxicated. The question is that his license 
was revoked. The only purpose of its admission is to show 
the man's license was revoked and the reasons are not proper 
in this trial. 
· Mr~ Thompson : I understand the record of the first trial 
is admissible in this trial and that is-
:M:r. Williams: Certainlv the record of the last trial-
. Mr. Thompson: At the., trial on July 6th tlJe-
Mr. Williams: I am objecting to the record Rhowing the. 
causes for which it was revoked and the record shows that. 
Court: I think it is admissible-certainly on the question 
of motive at least. 
Mr. Williams: vVe desire to except. 
(Warrant filed as "Exhibit No. 1' '.) 
. Mr. Thompson: I wish now to introduce a certified copy 
o:f the record of the last trial of J ulv 6th. 
Court: The record was introduced and used in evidence 
in the trial on July 6th? 
Mi·. Thompson: Yes, sir. . 
page 76 ~ Mr. Williams : We object to the introduction of 
the record of July 6th on the ground the record is 
not proper, on the ground it contains other things other than 
the matter here in controversy. . 
Mr. Thompson: The Court decided· in Commonwealth v. 
Mundy that the entire record was admissible. 
Court: Objection overruled. 
Mr. Williams: Except. 
Q. Is that the record you swore to? 
Court: Your objection is to the ·introduction-to the sub-
stance and not to the form? 
Mr. Williams.: Yes, sir. 
Court: You have no objection as to the form of the copy-
the sufficiency of the copy. This is directed to.-
Mr. Williams: To the contents. To make it plainer, mv 
point is the o.nly thing we think the Commomvealth has a right 
, to prove in the first instance was that his liccn.se was revoked. 
They have no right to go into the details. His license was 
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revoked and. he had no right to, drive and, therefore, he wa~ 
brought up for that thing. In the second instance tbe record 
is not admissible because the gentleman is here to testify as 
to what took place. I don't understand the records-over 
in orii· courts they don't allow a record to go into the jury 
room. . 
Mr. Thompso~: The exception is iv a perjury case and 
the statute specifically gives the right to introduce the record. 
-The former law the entire record J1ad to be made a part of 
the indictment. . 
Court : As the Court understands the rule, at common 
law it was necessarv and essential on tho part of the Com-
monwealth to produce the entire record. The statute has · 
modified· that to the extent that only a part of the record 
may be introduced. i don't understand the statute prohibits 
the introduction of the record at the discretion of the Com-
monwealth. 
Q. Mr. Barnes, I want you to tell the Jury and the Court 
the facts with ·regard to this charge of reckless driving and 
driving while his operator's license was revoked. 
Court: The details-introduce the evidence of 
· page 77 } the original trial for reckless .driving. When was 
that trial 1 You can go into that. There have been 
· two former trials 1 
Q. Tell all tbe facts as related by you on July 6th. 
A. Leave off the one on Februaty 2nd Y 
Court: Yes. Leave that off if it was the first triaL Tell 
about the details of the trial on July 6th before Trial Justice 
Overbey. 
A. On the 23rd of June about 4 :45 in the afternoon-it was 
on a Sat~rday afternoon I was heading toward Sycamore, 
Virginia, from Altavista for the purpose of serving a war-
rant. ,vhen I got to Hurt, Vh·ginia, approximately a mile the 
other side of the. river from Altavista I met a yellow cream- · 
colored roadster driven by Lloyd Slayton. That was .about 
4 :45 in the afternoon. I recognized Mr. Slayton and know-
ing his operator's license had been revoked, I turned around 
at the railroad crossing that goes into the little town of Hurt. 
When I turned around he speeded up quite a bit. I caught 
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up with him as he went into Altavista. He had five or six 
more in the car with him. I positively recognized him as the 
man. I followed him into Altavista and he turned in at the 
end of the Staunton River Bridge-northern end of it and 
went up to the street just west of Main Street-Route 29. 
Turned in at a high rate of speed and went towards Broad 
· Street. By the time he got to Broad Street I was there close 
to him as from l1ere to the window. I was watching him very 
close becau~e often they will change drivers if they have half 
a chance aud I was watching him very close to see they did~1 't 
do that. Ifo didn't do that and he pulled in front of Clan-
ton's Drug Store or just a little below it. In Altavista the) 
park at a 45 degree angle. There was only one parking space 
there. When he pulled into the curb I pulled to his left side 
behind him. I could look directly at him through the side 
glass . .I was there when he cut the switch off. I didn't see . 
him cut· it off. He opened the door and stepped out and I 
said, "Lloyd come here'' and I said I would have to write out 
· a warrant for drivip.g. He got in the car and I 
page 78 ~ pulled down about two parking spaces-parked in 
this space and while I was writing it he said not 
to give him the summons; that it would mean his license ag·aiu , 
and his ·job and I said he was a man who had violated the law 
and it was the Cour-t's business what ·was do~1e with him. J 
said, "Lloyd, why did you drive that automobile when you 
knew your license was revoked and you had four or five peo-
})le in the car'' and he said all of them were drinking and he 
didn't want his car to~n up. I proceeded to give him the 
summons and he was still begging me not to give it. He flew 
up and said, '' you didn't see me driving'' and he started to 
jump out of the car. I grabbed him and took him to jail and 
let him call his father to go his bond. ·when they came to 
court on July 6th they brought ·a man with him by the nanw 
of Lee Carter; Shirley Hedrick ; Lee McDaniel, Junior La-
nier, Junior Epperson. Junior Lanier and Junior · Epperson 
testified they were standing on the :street in Altavista when 
Lloyd Slayton drove up and they saw him get out of the back 
seat of the car. J·didn't see them there that day. I didn't 
see them actually there and I don't believe they were there. 
Lee McDaniel and Lee Carter and Shirley Hedrick testi:fierl 
they were in the car with him. Testified they were ·in the car 
with him and that Lee Carter wa.s 'driving and that Lloyd 
Slayton was riding in the back seat 
' 
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Court: And that Lee Carter was driving? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you at any time during the proceeding or before the 
proceeding in that case say you could get fifty witnesses who 
saw this boy driving? . 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Mr. Stowers has testified to the Jury·you did. It wasn't 
my recollection. All right, sir. I believe that is all. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Stowers : 
Q. You say you didn't tell Mr. Thompson. you could get 
fifty witnesses-or some witnesses? · 
page 79 r A. I think I did tell him I thought I could get 
some witnesses. I didn't say 50 witnesses. 
Q. How many did you get? 
A. Three I think, beside myself. . . 
Q. W.ho were they? 
A. Shirley Hedrick, Junior Lanier and Junior Epperson. 
Q. At that time they had testified positively you were 
wrong, hadn't they t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. All of them have been indicted f 
A. Yes, sir. All of them have been indicted. 
Q. You didn't get ·any witnesses except the witnesses who 
had already testified you were wroi.1g? 
A. That is right . 
. Court: What was their names 1 
A. Shirley Hedrick, Junior Lanier and Junior Epperson. 
Court : Go ahead. 
Q. In searching for your witnesses you went over and got 
· Mr.-the officer at Hurt-Rorer and went to see Shirley Hed-
rick, didn't you? 
A. No, sir. Officer Rorer _and myself were working on a 
hit and run case of a soldier in Pittsylvania -County. I hap-
pened to see Shirley Hedrick on the road in Pittsylvania 
County and stopped to talk with him. Officer Rorer was 
with me. He hadn't been indicted at that time. 
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Q. This trial was on Friday and they were indicted on the 
next Monday f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You say Rorer was with you when you saw Shirlev 
Hedrick! · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Had you said anything to Rorer about going to see 
Shirley Hedrick t 
A. No, sir. We were busy on another case at that time. 
Q. Did Sl1irley Hedrick state he had sworn falsely down in 
the Trial Justice Court 1 
page .80 r A. Yes, sir. . . 
Q. How long did you talk to ,him before he. 
changed his mind t · 
A. Not but a very few minutes. We tallrnd to him sometime 
there on the side of the road but before he told me he hacl 
told me wrong wasn't but just a very little while. 
Q. He' just changed bis mind and said be had sworn falsely 
without any inducement at all Y 
A. He told me they had persuaded him to come down arnl 
had· come and gotten him off tbe truck he was wor1.dng on 
and that he never bated anything worse in his life and stand 
up in court and tell something he knew was wrong· and I knew 
was wrong, and he wanted to tell me just exactly what thP 
truth was and I asked him would he like to tell the Commo11-
wealth 's Attorney about it and he said lie would after he had 
g·iven me a statement of the whole thing in the presence of 
Mr. Rorer. 
Q. You got two other boys over there-Lanier and Epper-
son-after thaU 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. What did you do with those. boys after yo11 arrested 
themY 
A. I was still working on this case at Altavista. I brougl1t 
him to Altavista. 
Q. What for? 
A. From their home. 
Q. What forY 
A. On the capias issued by the Court for their arrest. 
Q. Put them in jail in Altavist Y 
A. Just in what we call the locker. 
Q. Kept them in there about an hour f 
A. Yes, sir. Just about an hour. I talked to them about 
it when I first got to Altavista-not more than five minutes 
each one of them. They didn't tell me a thing in the world. 
Lloyd E. Slayton v. Uommonwealth of Virginia. 79 
Police Of fleer Barnes. 
Told me over in Altavista the statement they' made in the 
Trial Justice Court was correct. I did what run-
page 81} ning around I had to do in Altavista.. I took Mr. 
· Rorer home and picked these boys up and brought 
them to Lynchburg. When I got to Lynchburg and started 
to write them up on the book there, Junior Epperson just had 
the appearance to me he wanted to tell me-kept looking at 
me and I asked did be have anything he wanted to tell me. I 
went into the oth~r office and he said· they had talked it over 
while waiting for me in Altavista and wanted to tell me the 
h~~~~ . 
Court: Who is that 7 
A. Junior Epperson and Junior Lanier. Said to bring 
Junior Laniei· ai·ound and they wanted to tell me what was 
right-very freely without any questioning· in the world told 
me the whole thing. 
Q. You left out a few things. When you brought them out 
of the jail at Altavista, didn't you ask them to tell the truth 7 
A. You mean bringing them to Lyn~hburg? 
Q. Yes. 
A. No. I never said a word. 
Q. Did you ask them anything before you started, when 
you brought them out of the jail f • 
A. That was when I had them in the jail when I asked did 
they want to tell the truth about it. When I left Altavista 
after I talked to them in the jail and I fook Mr. Rorer on 
home I picked them up and I never said a word to them about 
the case. 
Q. When you had those boys in jail-about the tiine you 
brought them out of'the jail in Altavista, didn't you ask them 
whether or not th.ey wanted to tell the truth about it and 
change ,their statement and didn't they tell you they had al-
ready told the truth Y 
A. They told me that. Yes, sir. ·when they were in the 
jail in Altavisia. · 
Q. Did you tell them they had lied or anything of that 
kind 1 At that time-at the time you asked them to change 
the statement, did you tell them they had lied Y 
page 82 ~ A. As I remember it, I think it was Junior Ep-
person started to go over the whole thing and I 
said, "If that is what you are going to tell, I don't want to 
hear it. Don't tell a lie like that again, I said, if that is what 
you are going to tell me''. 
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· Q. Did you shove Junior Epperson and tell him you had · 
heard that lie before? 
A. No, sir. Never put my hand on tbem. 
Q. Did you make any statement in Lynchburg it might be 
lighter on them if they changed their statement¥ 
A·. I told them I couldn't make any promises but that if 
they wanted to tell the truth about it I would take a state-
ment and would take them to the Commonwealth's Attorney. 
Q. Did. you promise · them anything t 
A. No, sir-ree. 
Q. Did you tell tlrnm they might get off lighter if they would 
tell it the way you wanted them to tell it t 
A. No, ·sir. 
Q. Did you leave them under that impression T 
A. I don't know wii.at impression they had but I told them 
I would take their: statement and bring· them to 1\i!r. Thomp-
son. · 
Q. Tlmt was on Wednesday, was it notf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was on Wednesday after they were indicted on 
Monday, the 9th 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Didn't the father of Junior Lanier ask you if they could 
be bonded? 
A. He asked what aarrangements would have to be made 
about bonding them. I told him this was a capias issued by 
the Court of-Campbell County and I didn't know anything· 
thaf could bond them except the Trial Justice or the Bail 
Commissioner and that I would take them to Lynch-
page 83 } burg. I understood· Mr. Lanier owned his prop-
erty. . 
Q. I understand you told him he would see the boys on 
Friday at Rustburgt 
A. No, sir. I told him if I am not mistaken, I asked him 
would he come over and g·o their bond. He said he didn't 
know, it would be just till Friday and I toJd him when I left I 
would see ·him Friday, if not before. 
Q. Anyway you took them to jail and kept them in there 
until you got the statement? . . 
.A. That is right. They gave me a statement and I brought 
them do'\\111 to see Mr. Thompson and on my way back to the 
jail at Lynchburg I met Mr. Slayton with Lee :McDaniel. 
Mr. Thompson: What Slayton are you talking about Y 
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. A. The father of this boy, and- · 
Court: Let Mr. Stowers finish with .the witness. 
A. I had the capias for Lee McDaniel and stopped to see if 
he was here. I figured that is what they were doing_ over 
here. W'hen I came back I saw them here and stopped and 
Mr. Slayton, Lloyd Salyton 's father, said he wanted to bond 
these two boys, Junior Lanier and .Junior Epperson. They 
were in my car at that tiine. I told these boys Mr. Slayton 
would bond them . 
. Mr. 1'Tilliams: I submit that is not proper. . 
Court: Mr. Barnes, confine your answers to the questions 
that he asks you. Don't go beyond the question. 
Q. Mr. Barnes, did you put Shirley Hedrick in jail1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why didn't you 1 He was indicted. 
A. He was here and appeared before the Grand Juryand 
appeared as a witness. He was indicted also at the same 
time and his bond was arranged before the Clerk of the Court 
that morning-the morning of the 16th-the first day of the 
Circuit Court. 
page 84 } Q. You had already put all these people in jail 
that couldn't give bond and had no chance to give 
bond before that Friday and Shirley_ Hedrick was the first 
man you had seen. Isn't that trueY 
A. No, sir. Shirley Hedrick: was recog·nized or bonded or 
whatever it was on Monday morning, the 9th, about 1 :00 or 
2 :00, o'clock on the first day of the July term of the Circuit 
Court. The capias had been given to me when the Court ad-
journed I went to Danville and piclted up the two boys there. 
I saw Shirley Hedrick the Friday before anybody was in-
dicted. 
Q. In Pittsylvania County? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They come over here Monday and indicted them all? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You knew where Shirley Hedrick was and you did not 
arrest him and put him in jail, did you 1 
A. He was bonded or recognized to be here on the follow-
ing Friday when the others were. 
Q. Did you have a capias for the arrest of Hedrick¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q_. Did you have a warrant for his arrest then T 
A.. The warrant for his arrest had been turned into the 
Clerk here. He had been arrested and turned in that dav 
when the Grand Jury met. .. 
Q. He had been arrested that day? 
A.. Yes. 
Q. He had already made his statement before he was ar-
rested? · 
A. Yes. 
Q. He was not bonded Y 
A. He was recognized. 
Court: ,v as that after he was indicted? 
A. Yes, sir. Just a few minutes. 
page 85 ~ Q. You arrested the other boys two days later f 
A.. I arrested two more that day. 
Q. Who were they? 
A. Three of .them. Lloyd Slayton, John Slayton and Le<> 
Carter. 
Q. How much bond was required of them? 
A. $3,000.00 on each charge I think too Court fixed. 
Q. What Court was that Y 
A. This .Court. That is the instruction I liad when I left 
here. · 
Q. Do you know how much bond Shirley Hedrick is under? 
A. $1,000.00, I think. 
Q. Do you know whether he is under any bond Y 
A. No. 
Court: Did you have anything to do with fixing· the bond? 
A. No, sir. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: · 
Q. When you have a capias issued by the Court, what are 
you supposed to do with him? 
A. Bring him before tbe Court or a Bond Commissioner to 
post the required bond or else put him in jail. 
Q. Did you do anything to these boys other than you do to 
anybody you arrest on a ca,vias o·r a warrant? 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. When did Shirley Hedrick tell you he had made a false 
statement at the trial on July 6th Y 
A. Afternoon of July 6th about 5 :00 o'clock. 
Q. You testified that he came to my house and told me·the 
same thing? _ 
A. Yes. 
page 86 } Q. Junior Lanier and Junior Epperson were ar-
rested when T 
A. On Wednesday. .Arrested £our Monday-Lloyd Slayton 
and Lee Carter in Danville and John Slayton met me in Alta-
vista and arrang·ed a bond. 
Q. Did Shirley Hedrick go before the Grand Jury and make 
a statement? · · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He was indicted? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And gave bond that day here Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When Junior Lanier and Junior Epperson-did they 
come to my house also t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was any force used t 
A. No. They were brought to your home at their request. 
Q. Did they make the same statement to me they had made 
fuyool _ 
A. Yes, sir. . . -
Q. Who·did Shirley Hedrick say came over and persuaded' 
him to swear falsely? . 
A. They did. 
Q. Who did Junior Epperson and Junior Lanier say per-
suaded them to come and swear falsely T 
_ Mr. Stowers: We object to that. . 
Mr. Thompson: I think probably that would have been im-
proper except Mr. Stowers has brought it out. · 
Court: Did you bring out the subject on your cross exam-
ination? 
· Mr. Stowers: That is the first I have ever heard. 
Court: I sustain the objection. 
Q. You say when you trie,d to arrest Lee McDaniel yon 
couldn't find him? Where was he? 
A. Hauling wood into Altavista. He was taken away and 
left his truck in the yard loaded with wood and taken by 
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John Slayton and Lloyd· Slayton. They went off somewhere 
that day .. 
page 87 t Q. Did you arrest Lee McDaniel and if so, 
· where? 
A. He was arrested here. 
Q. Who brought him over here f 
A. Mr. Slayton, the boy over here. 
Q. Who went on his bond? 
A. Either Mr. Slayton or a man named Evans represent-
ing some Security Company . 
. Q. After Junior Lanier and Junior Epperson had made 
statements to you and were in custody who bonded them out f A: Either this man Evans or Mr. Slayton. 
Q. Lee Carter, Mr. Slayton and Mr. Evans were over herP 
with McDaniel Y 
Court: At the time the man, Shirley Hedrcik, testified be-
fore the Trial Justice on July 6th, had he been sworn to tes-
tify Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who swore him f 
A. Judge W. H. Overbey. 
Q. Do you know what kind of oath was administered to 
him? 
A. It was, in effect, do you swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help yon God. 
Court: Was that the eff~t of the oath T 
A. That i..s about the same words. I didn't miss it many. 
i'he witness, 
CLERK OF THE COURT WOODS.ON, 
after being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION; 
By :M:r. Thompson: 
Q. Mr. Woodson, is Mr. W. H. Overbey the duly qualified 
· Trial Justice of Campbell County f 
A. He is. 
Q. And as such, is he authorized to administer oat}ls Y 
A. He is. · 
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Mr. ·wmiams : No questions. 
page 88 ~ The witness, 
SHIRLEY HEDRICK, 
. after being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Your name is Shirley Hedrick? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live 7 
A. Between Motley and Sycamore. 
Court: Speak a little louder so that fellow sleep over in 
the corner can hear you. · 
Q. Were you riding 'in the car with Lloyd Slayton and Lee 
McDaniel and Lee. Carter on the 23rd of June when Lloyd 
Slayton was arrested by Mr. Barne·s ¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who was driving that car, Mr. Hedrick? 
A. He was driving it. 
Q~ Who was driving itf 
A. Bud. 
Q. Who is Bud f 
A. Lloyd Slayton. . 
Q. I believe you appeared in the Trial Justice Court of 
Campbell County on the-6th of July to testify as a witness? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you on that day say this was the· man driving the 
car? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you tell when you were here before the Trial Justice 
that he was driving or that someone else was driving? 
A. I said l1e won't driving when I first come down. 
Q. What induced you to come down here on that date and 
say he wasn't driving f 
A. They come after me. 
Q. Who? 
page 89 ~ A. Him and John. 
Q. Who is him and John? Lloyd Slayton 7 
A. Lloyd Slayton. 
Q. What did they tell you there at your home about com-
ing over here 7 
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A. They come over and told me what to tell over here. 
Q. And then how did you come over here on the 6th of 
July? · 
A. I come with them. 
Q. Where did you get with them·y 
A. I was going to work on the State highway and they got 
me. 
Q. They got you off your truck and you were going to work, 
to come down here 1 · · 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did they and you discuss what you were going to tell on 
the way down here? 
A. Yes. sir. 
Q. vVher·e was the last conversation you had with John and 
Lloyd Slaton instructing you what to tell in courU 
A. Outside here. 
Q. On the lawn f 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who was along with you on the'6th of Julyi 
A. Me and McDaniel and Junior Lanier, I think, and the 
other fell ow-I f org·et his name. 
Q. There was Lee McDaniel, Junior Lanier-was Junior 
Epperson along t 
A. Yes. 
Q. Was Lloyd Slayton Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And John Slayton Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did these men talk to all of you together f 
A. Yes, sir. _ 
Q. Diel John Slayton and Lloyd Slayton talk to 
page 90 ~ all of you together Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tell all of you what to tel17 
A. Yes. 
Q. Diel Mr. Barnes-
Court: What did they tell you to tc~n? 
!.. They told me to come down and tell that he was not 
driving. 
Q.- Did they tell you to say Lee Carter was driving? 
A. Yes., sir. · 
Q. And you knew at that tiroe it was false¥ 
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A. Yes., sir. . 
Q. vVhat induced you to tell the truth about this matter? 
A. I have never been in nothing like tp.is before and I didn't 
know anything to tell and Mr. Barnes come down and talked 
to me and Mr. Barnes said tliat was what was best for me 
to tell. 
Q. Did Mr. Barnes try to induce you to tell a falsehood? 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. Are yon telling the truth here this morning Y 
A. That is right. 
Q. Was Junior Lanier or Junior Epperson present when 
this car drove up there in Altavista on the 23rd of JuneY 
A. I didn't see them anywhere. 
Q. Lee Carter and Lee McDaniel were with yon and John 
in the car? 
A. Yes., sir. 
Q. I believe you went before the Grand Jury and told them 
what you are telling this Jury about the matterf 
A. Yes., sir. 
Q. Did any body else hear John Slayton and Lloyd Slayton 
tell yout 
A. My mother was on the porch. She heard a part of it. 
She didn't hear all of it. 
page 91 } Q. Did your mother have anything to do with 
your telling the truth about it Y 
A. She told me not to tell anything wrong. 
Q. Did she say anything to you afterwards about iU 
Mr. "Williams t I object . 
. Mr. Thompson: I withdraw it. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. How old are you? 
A. 21. 
Q. Do you farm 1 
A. No, sir. I work on the State Highway. 
Q. You say this is t.he first trouble you have ever be~n into 
before? -
A. Yes. 
Q. You have never been in any trouble where your liberty . 
was involved 7 
A. Not that I know of. 
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Q. How far did you go in school¥ . 
A. I went as far a:s the 7th-g1·ade, but I clidn 't learn any-
thing. They just put. me up there on account of my age. 
Q. You did:n 't know Bud, did you¥ 
A. That is all I ever knew., 
Q. You never had been out with him? 
A. No. 
Q. You were .drinking· some, ·won't you? 
A. Yes~ .sir~ · 
· Q. You were pretty high, wrm 't you Y 
·A. Yes-tolerable high, but I knew what I was doing. 
Q. When the car left going· to .Altavista was Carter, Bud-
his brother John was not in the car, was he t 
page 92 ~ Court: Was that on the occasion when he was 
arrested on the 23rd of June¥ Is that when vou 
are ref erring to Y · 
Mr. Williams: Yes, sir. 
Court : Go ahead. 
{' I ' 
; 
Q. You· were out at.Mr. Slayton's store at Motley's and 
you didn't go there with this boyY 
A. No. 
Q. He came there with a Mr. Carter¥ 
A. Yes., sir. 
Q. You understood his permit had been revoked f 
A. I didn't know it. 
Q. What was the purpose of going to Altavista 1 
A. We just wanted to go down. 
Q. There was a boy named Jimmy Robinson and he "'."as 
drinking? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. There ·was a gentleman there named Carter. He was 
not drinking, was he t 
A. 1· don't know. 
Q.' He didn't drink any with you 7 
A. I didn't see him drinking any . 
. Q. Don't you remember :M:rs. SlaJton coming out and giv-
ing him some letters to mail? -
A. I don't remember. 
Q. You wouldn't say she didn't Y 
A. No. . 
Q. When the car was stopped you left because vou were 
afraid you would be arrested Y .. 
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A. We' didn't leave until he carried him on. 
Q. But you left the car T 
A. Yes, after he left. 
Q. So you were in the car when it came to Altavista f 
A. Yes. 
page 93 ~ Q. You didn't see this boy any more-the de-
fendant here, until the morning of the. trial Y 
A. He come up there that week-I believe it was Snnday 
morning he come after me to be a witness. 
Q. Mr. Slayton didn't come over to your house Sunday., 
did he? . 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who was with him then Y 
A. Him and John and-I can't. think of his name. 
Q. They came there and you didn't know there was going 
to be a trial, _did you f 
A. No. 
Q. You were in the car at the time·t 
· A. Yes. 
Q. ,vhen Mr. Slayton came over there he told you the trial 
would be on a certain date, didn't he? 
A. Yes. I think so. . 
Q. He asked you if. you would come over and he a witness 
for him? 
A. I said I could do it but I didn't want to. 
Q. You told him you were working and busy t 
E.. Yes. 
Q. He told you you were in the car and he wante.d you to 
come over? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You went .down and out here on the courthouse lawn· 
you told him (Mr. Stowers) before you went into court that 
this man Carter was driving the car and Slayton was sitting 
right behind him, didn't you f · 
A. Yes,.sir. 
Q. That was before you went into court? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then Mr. Stowers asked all these bovs and everyone 
told him that Carter was driving that car, didn't thevY · 
A. Yes, sfr. · 
page 94 ~ Q. Mr. Stowers told you all that he wanted the 
truthY 
A. I think so. 
Q. Didn't he tell you all this? That l1e was about to go 
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into trial and if this boy was guilty he wanted to know it, and 
you spoke up aµd said why no, he wasn't driving? 
A. No. I didn't speak up. 
Q. So after telling Mr, Stowers-you understood Mr~ 
Stowers was· an attorney and officer of the courU 
A. No. . 
Q. You knew he was a lawyer? 
A, Yes. · . 
Q. You got on the stand and tnade a statement, didn't you 1 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. You were sworn-Mr. Overbey, the Trial Ju~tice; swore. 
you to tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help 
you God, and didn't you state you.were drinking and got in 
.the car and tell Mr. Overbey Mr. Lee Carter was driving t11is 
car, and Mr. Lloyd Slayton was sitting directly behind him 0( 
Is that ·rigbU 
A. That is right. 
Q. And you remember Mr~ T11ompson was there, wasn't be~ 
at that trial Y · 
A, Yes. I reckon so. 
Q. Before you testifiedJ didn't he warn you you were on, . 
your oath and notwithstanding that you went ahead and made 
that statement Y 
.A. Yes. 
Q. What day of the week was that-Friday1 
A. Yes. Friday. 
Q. Was that the Friday after the Sunday they cnme'up 
there to your house 1 
A. They come up there before they had the trial. 
Q. \\7 as this Friday you are talking about the 
page 95 } Friday after the Sunday you say they came over 
. · . there-'--the first Friday-all right We will go 
~l~ng with that. It ~s not particularly important. What time 
did you leave Altavista after the trial? 
A~ After they come down and g·ot me? 
A. No, after the trial. The trial was here. How long did 
you stay in Rustburg after that trial? 
A. Not long. 
Q. l;>id yo~ .e~t dinner here? 
A. After I left. 
Q. ~o you left here before dinner? 
.A. Yes. 
Q. If you all testified-you testifiecl, Mr .. Carter testified~ 
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the two Juniors testified and J\fr. Slayton testified-and Mr. 
Overbey started to dismiss the case and. how many witnesses 
did this officer say he could get? What did_ Mr. Barnes say7 
A. I don't remember what he said. I didn't hear him.. say 
anything about it being continued. 
Q. You Jeft Rµstburg· and went on about your business 
working, didn't you Y 
A. Yes, sir,. 
Q. When did you see Mr. Barnes? Did you go after bun? 
A. He come up tbat way~ 
Q. He told you you told a lie, didn't he Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. After the state officer came down there he told 1011 you 
bad lied? · 
A. I don't know whether he did or not. 
Q. The first time you saw Mr. Barnes didn't you say he told 
you you had lied o~ the stand f · 
A. (No answer) 
page 96 } · Q. He told you you was in a peck of trouble, 
didn't he? 
A. Something like that. 
Q. And ~old you if you dtdn 't change your statement you 
would get in a peck of trouble, didn't he? 
A. I think so. . 
Q. And that is why you changed your statement. And you 
had never been in any trouble before 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Who went on your bond 1 · 
A. Nobody. 
Q. You ain't under any bond? 
A. No. · 
Q. You know you are indicted1 don't you 7 
A. No. 
Q. You weren't put in jail, were you? 
A. No. Q. As a mat~er of fact you were told lJy this officer th~se 
boys were going to be put in jail and if you didn't ehange 
your statement he would put you in jail? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you believed the officer f 
A. Yes. 
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RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Mr. Barnes threatened to put you in jail unless you 
changed your statement~ 
.A. No. Didn't say anything about putting me in jail. 
Q. Did he make any threats to you t 
A. No. 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. How long did Mr. Barnes talk to you on the road f 
.A. I don't know. 
page 97 ~ Q. It was several hC\urs t 
A. I don't know. 
Q .. He stopped his car, called yon to him and you told him 
first you had told the truth,, didn't you Y . 
A. I don't know. 
Q. You were just scared Y 
.A. I reckon I was. 
Q. How long did he- talk to you before you told him he was 
right and you had l~ed Y · 
A. I don't know. 
Q. A couple of hours °l 
A. I don't know. 
· Q. Four hours Y 
A. I don't know. 
Court: I understood yon to state the accused and his 
brother came to see you about acting as a witness for hiru. 
Did he promise to pay you anything to come? 
A. No. Said they would see I didn't lose anything by it. 
Court: Did you lose anything Y Did they give you any-
thing· to come down and testify Y 
A. No. Not that I know of. 
Q. But you got the promise of not being put in jail if yon 
would come here today °l 
A. No. Didn't get a promise not to be put in jail. 
Q. Up there at your house there is a fence around your 
house, isn't there f 
A. Yes. 
Q. But the truck didn't come in your yard? 
A. No. 
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Q. How far the other side of the fence did they park? 
A. I don't know. 
page 98 ~ Q. From here to the doorf 
A. No. About half that far. 
Q. How far is where that fence is to your house? 
A. There is a fence partially away around the house: 
Q. How far is that fence from here to the front porch Y 
A. From here over there. 
Q. You .all sit in the truck wheff you all were talking? 
A. Yes. 
Q. They were sitting in the truck? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Didn't even cut off the engine; did they Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. But you were standing there with your foot on the run-
ning board talking in the window? 
A. Yes. 
RE-RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By :Mr. T11ompson: 
Q. How far was it from your porch to wh~re the truck was? 
A. I don't know. 
Q.- From here to that door? 
A. Something like that. 
Court: lust before Mr. Slavton was arrested on June 
23rd, who was actually driving the car? 
A. Lloyd. 
Court: Was Lee Carter driving it? 
A. No. . 
The witness, 
MRS. 'ANNIE HEDRICK, 
after being first duly sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Are you the mother of Shirley Hedrick? 
page 99 ~ .A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you at home on a Sunday about the 
time that the Slayton boy-Lloyd Slayton got in trouble and 
when John and Lloyd Slayton came to your place.? 
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A. Yes, sir.· I was at home when they came lip there. 
Q. Was it on a Sunday? 
A. I disremember. 
Q. But you know they came up there t 
A. Yes, sir . 
. 
Court: That .was Lloyd Slayton and John Slayton 1 
A. Lloyd Slayton, John Slayton and another boy the first 
time they come. 
Q. How many times did they comet 
A. Twice. 
Q. Did you hear any of the conversation? 
A. Not but a little. I only heard them tell Shirley, ''You 
keep what I tell you in your mind and don't you tell any more 
than I tell you to tell and you keep it in your mind and you will 
never lose anything by it''. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. Where were you? 
·A. On my porch. 
Q. Where were they? . 
A. At the edge of my fence. 
Q. Who was doing the talking? 
A. Lloyd Slayton. We call him _Bud Slayton. 
Q. The truck was not parked in your yard f It was outside 
the fence? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It was some distance from your f e:µce? 
A. No. The last time they come they come to the well .to 
get some water. Just got some water out of my 
page 100 ~ well. 
Q. Won't tlm t the day of the trial? 
A. No. I think it was before that. Thev haven't been back 
up there since the.first date of the trial on.July 6th. 
Q. They haven't been back since the first trial? 
A. No, sir. They haven't been back to my house since the 
trial started .. 
Q. The talking they had was down at the truck? 
A. It was a car-it was Lloyd Slayton's car they come on .. 
Q. Your boy stood outside the window? 
A. He went to the fence. 
Q. He didn't go outside the fence? 
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.A.. I couldn't tell for certain. 
Q. You don't know what talking he did when he went up to 
the running b-Oard f 
A. All I heard was what they said when he started back 
toward the house. 
Q. You say, "We call him Bud". You never saw him be-
fore., did you? 
A. Yes, sir. I have saw him at his father's place of busi-
ness and at my house and on the road. 
Q. This was the only time he had· been to your house f 
A. I think he come up there to bring some groceries. 
Q. "When was that i 
A. I couldn't tell you. It was last year some time. 
Q. Was that time you are talking about before the trial 
here at Rustburg at the time your boy testified or afterwards! 
A. These Slayton boys haven't been to my house since 
Shirley come to my house on this trial. 
Q. That was on Friday, wasn't 'iU 
A. I don't know what day it was. 
page 101 ~ Q. You don't remember the date they were 
there? 
A. No. 
Q. And you don't know what day it wasY 
A. No. I just know they come up there after Mr. Barnes 
saw them at Altavista these three bovs come below the house 
and stopped right below the hQuse "'and the next time .they 
come on up and g"Ot water out of the well and put it in the 
car. 
Q. Which time did you hear them say that? 
A. Both times. They cautioned him both times to keep 
what they told him in his ;mind and said, ''Don't tell any more 
than we told you. 
Q. What County do you live in? 
A. Pittsylvania County, I reckon. Righ.t close to the high-
way. 
Mr. Thompson : The Commonwealth is going to ~est. 
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MRS. J. L. SLAYTON7 
being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams= 
Q. Mrs. Slayton, I believe you are the wife ·of Mr .. J. L .. 
Slayton who runs a store at Motleys near Altavista and tllis 
young. man, Lloyd Slayton is your son Y • 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q .. Now, Mrs·. Slayton, look at the Jury.and talk to the man 
over ·there. Insofar as your residence is concerned, is that 
iri back of the store Y · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It is built on to the store f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. On the 23rd day of June on the day your boy was ar-
rest.ed, were you at home on that day? 
A. Yes, sir. I was at home. 
page 102 ~ Q. Were you at home when your boy, in com-
A. Yes. 
pany with some other people, left that store? 
Q. ·Which way was the car headed when they left your 
storeY 
A. Altavista. . 
Q. Name as near as you can tI1e occupants. 
A. Mr. Robinson-he went to Pennsylvania, I think-and 
Shirley Hedrick and Mr. McDaniel and Lloyd Slayton, my 
boy, was in the back with him. That is about all I seen get · 
in that car. · 
Q. Who drove that car away from your place f 
A. :M:r. Carter was under the wheel. 
Q. Where does your boy, Lloyd Slayton, workY 
A. In Danville. 
Q. How often does he come out to see you? · 
A. Sometimes a week and sometimes two weeks. 
Q. ~TJien he comes out, who drives his car? -
A. Mr. Carter recently. My nephew did before he went to 
North Carolina. 
Q. When they were preparing to leave did anything hap-
pen with reference to some letters? 
A. Yes. I went out and gave Lloyd some letters to mail. 
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Q. Did the car pull off immediately after you gave him 
the letters f 
A. Yes. 
Q. ·where was your boy 1 
.A. He was on the back sea.t on the left-hand side. 
Q. A person sitting in the rear seat can get out on either 
side. 
A. Yes. 
Q. The two fronts seats have to be pushed forward so the 
person can get out f 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 103 ~ Q. Did Mr. Carter, the driver of that car, ap-
pear to have anything to drink? 
A. No, sir. ·Not at all. They had just driven in from Dan-
ville and M:r. Hedrick and Mr. Robinson said they bad to go 
to Altavista on some important business. The Hedrick boy 
and Mr. Robinson looked like they was pretty full. 
Q. vVho drove your son's car when they came in from D&n-
ville? 
A. l\fr. Carter. 
Q. The trip to Altavista was an accommodation that your 
son was doing for Mr. Robinson who was drinking and· Mr. 
Hedrick., who was drinking? 
A. Mr. Carter was doing th~ favor for them. 
Q. But it was 7our son's car? 
A. Yes, sir. I was my son's car. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Mrs. Slayton, you dcm't know what happened after they 
left your place Y 
A. No, sir. I do not. 
The witness, 
LEE McDANIEL, 
after being first duly sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. Next to Gritt. 
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Q. Is that in Pittsylvania County! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Prior to this time, have you ever been in any kind of 
· trouble in your life? . 
A. No, sir. Not but one time for drinking. 
Q. Were you oyer there at the station on the day that 
Mr.-were you in Altavista :with Mr. Slayton on the day he 
was arrested Y · 
page 104 ~ A. res, sir. 
Q. Did you come into Altavista with him in 
that cart 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was Hedrick and Robinson in that carY 
A. Yes. 
Q. What was their condition Y 
A. They were pretty tipsy. 
Q. Were you drinking· yourself Y 
A. Nothing but one bottle of beer. 
Q. Why did you all coI11e to Altavista? 
A. Mr. Slayton said he was coming to get some underwear 
and Mr. Robinson was coming and just as they were pulling 
off they asked me did I want to come to town. 
Q. What seat did you sit on? 
A. Back seat. 
Q. Who sat on the back seat? 
A. Lloyd Slayton on the left. I was in the middle and Shir-
ley Hedrick on the right. 
Q. Who was driving that carY 
A. Mr. Carter. 
Q. Did Mr. Carter drive it into Altavista¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long was it before the Motor Vehicle gentleman 
drove up after you all had parked Y 
A. Something like two minutes. 
Q. Who had the key~ to Mr. Slayton's cart 
A. Mr. Carter, I guess. 
Q. After they arrested Mr. Slayton-were you 
page 105 ~ there when they arrested Mr. Slayton? 
A. I was standing in front of the drug store 
when they arrested Slayton. 
Q. Where was Shirley Hedrick? 
A. H~ was standing out there too, pretty near the drug 
store. 
Q. Had the state motor vehicle man got there then! 
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A. He just drove up. 
Q. Where was Lloyd Slayton when Mr. Barnes drove up f 
A. Standing outside the car with his foot on the fender. 
-Q. Where was Carter 1 . 
A. Bent over. Bud just had got out of the back seat and 
Carter was bent. . 
Q~ Does a person on the front seat have to bend over for 
somebody to get out of the back seat? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where was the store you buy the underwear? 
A. On the left as you come up the right-hand side. 
Q. "\Vere you parked .straight to the curb 1 
A.-
Q. Tl1e left of the car would be at the store where he had 
to go get his underwear? 
A. That is right. 
Q. Did you see the officer try to get him to sign his ticket 7 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't hear any of the conversation? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Now,, when did you first find out-on that day I believe 
·somebody came and put up a bond for l\fr. Slayton. Is that 
right or do you know! 
A. I don't know. 
page 106 } Q. After he was arrested, what did you do f 
A. I hired a taxi to carry me back-
Q. Did you see these people any more after thatY 
A. No. 
Q. By whom were you notified there was going to be a 
trialY 
A. Well-I heard some· of them Raid Mr. Barnes went and 
picked up these two boys. · 
Q. I mean the trial before Mr. Overbey. 
A. Ob. It was on a Srinday. . 
Q. Who told you the1:e was going to be. a trial? 
A. I l1eard Mr. Slayton say he thought there was going to 
be a trial about it. 
Q: Mr. Barnes saw you there in the car-he knew you were 
in the car? ~ 
A. I won't in the car wlien 1\fr. Barnes drove up . 
. Q. You drove from t]ie store there with them. Mr. Barnes 
}mew that, didn't he Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He didn 'f summon you to court at all? 
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Q. How did you get to court Y 
A. -
Q. You testified before Mr. Overbey that Mr. Carter was 
driving! 
A. Yes., 
Q. How did yon get over here f 
A. I came over with Mr. Carter, Mr. Slayton, .John and 
myself and Mr. Lanier-this boy's father was in the car. 
Q. Was Epperson along with you~ 
A. No. They was in another car. 
Q. Did you talk to Mr. Stowers on the courthouse law1if 
Do you know Mr. Stowers¥ 
page 107 ~ A. Talked to him a few minutes. 
Q. You heard this boy, Shirley Hedrick, tell 
Mr. Stowers Carter was driving the car¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You heard him swear down there he was driving tho 
cart 
A_. ~es, sir. 
Q. Did you testify to the truth in the Trial ,Justice Court t 
A. Yes.· 
Q. Was Mr. Carter driving the cart 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who went on your bond Y 
A. Mr. Carter. · 
Q. Mr. Slayton didn't go on your bond Cl/ 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Mr. Evans didn't go on your bond_? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. At· the trial of that case the Trial ,Justice said unless 
there was more evidenGe he-Don't you remember they post-
poned it for a week Y 
A. Yes. 1.J:qtil the following Friday. 
Q. What was s&id there to cause that Trial Justice to post-
pone itT · 
A. rwill be doggone if I know unless it was for Mr. BaJ·nes 
to go get some witnesses. I heard him say he didn't know he 
was going to run up on anything like this. 
Mr. Thompson: He said he didn't know. 
Q. I am trying to get at. the truth. You ask the question 
one time and you are entitled to get an answer. 
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Court: Is that all you know about this case ·7 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 108 ~ CROSS EXAl'.\HNATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. You say you all came over so J ohn--so Lloyd could 
get some underwear. That was the purpose of you all com-
ing·? -
A. Yes. 
Q. You all weren't coming because you wanted to comef 
A. ·well-yes. I wanted to get my hair cut. 
Q. But Lloyd wanted to come to get some underwear! 
A. Well-Mr. Rdbinson wanted to come. 
Q. It was a situation where everybody wanted to come and 
you all did! 
A. Yes. 
Q. Robinson and Hedrick were rather tipsy? 
A. That is right. 
Q. You seem to be somewhat confused as to how you hap-
pened to come over and testify. Didn't Lloyd Slayton get 
you to come over and testify? . 
A. I said John asked me was I coming over for a witness. 
Q. ,vhy should John be asked you to come over? 
A. John knowed me but Lloyd didn't. :Mr. Robinson did 
and l\fr. Hedrick did too. ' 
Q. You weren't even summoned, were you? 
A. No. He just told me if anything come up about the trial 
was I going to be over there and I said I didn't know. 
Q. 1Vlrnn did you fiml out later about it Y 
A. On Sunday~ 
Q. This was on Saturday you came to Altavista and on the 
next day you found they needed your help? · 
A. They just said if anything come up about it they wanted 
to- get me for a witness. 
Q. Did tJiey tell you l1e had been arrested? 
page 109 ~ A. No. I saw him. 
Q. Did you ask them ·why -Lloyd bad been ar-
rested? . . 
A. No. 
Q ... You didn't have enough interest to ask him why they 
arrested him? You knew why they arrested him, dicln 't you Y 
A-. Yes, sir. · 
Q. He was sitting on the front. seat driving that car? 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. When was the trial held-you found out on Sunday, 
June 24th., they would need your help? ,vhen did the trial 
come off? 
A. I believe it was on Frid~y the first time I come over. 
Q. Do you know Y 
A. No, sir. I don't know. 
Q. How far is Gritt from Motley? 
A. It is about three miles from Altavista to Gritt and four 
to Motley. Gritt is on that old road. 
Q, Who came by and got you and brought you over to 
testify?- · 
A. I came to Altavista myself. 
Q. And met these boys in Altavista? 
A. Yes. Met them over there all right in front of the 
Greek place over there. . · 
Q. You drove your own car over there? 
A. No, sir. I caug·ht a ride. 
Q. When did they w tell you they wanted you over here on 
Friday 1 · When did you know definitely? . 
. A. The patrolman, I guess, told Bud Slayton on Saturday· 
and I g·uess he told his broth.er. I was boarding at Russell 
Haskins (??) at Motleys at the same time and John come up 
there and said I expect we will have to go to Court about this 
here trial about Mr. Carter. 
page 110 ~ Q .. 1\fr. Carter had nothing against him at that 
time. He wasn't tried, was he Y 
· · A. No. Mr. Slayton had. You all had Mr. Slayton up for 
driving. 
Q. You said Mr. Carter was tried? • 
A. I meant Mr. Slayton. . 
Q. You know them apart when you see them? How did you 
get them confused Y 
A. I just made a mistake, I guess. 
Q. You say Mr. Barnes knew you were in the car? 
A. I didn.'t say he knewed me, but I guess he saw me. 
Q. Maybe I misunderstood you and you said Mr .. Barnes 
knew you were irt that car f 
A. I guess he did if he saw us in the car, but r was stand-
ing in front of the drug store. . 
Q. You know Mr. Barnes was right in that car·and saw you 
all get outY 
A. He asked me Wednesday at Altavista-he told me he 
. }1ad been laying off to see n:ie and he said if he had seen me 
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at first we would have got out for about a $10.00 fine apiece 
and the way it was we were-I said, "Mr. Barne.s, I believe · 
you are mistaken about the man driving the car and I won't 
come out in court and tell what lw said, but he said, ''Oh, 
pshaw-I have heard enough about that''. I came out of the 
re-cap place in Altavista down toward Hammer Store and he_ 
pulled around there and talked. with me. 
Q. He told you you could get out for $10.007 
A. Yes. 
Q. It was emphasized-Mr. Carter is also charged with 
perjury along with you! 
A. I guess he is. 
Q. It is just as important to ,Mr .. Carter-
Mr. Williams: Object. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATI0N. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. I am interested in this officer. At the time he stopped 
you., you were under indictment then Y 
A. That is right. 
page 111 ~ Q. What did he tell you? 
A. I hate' to come out and say it. 
Q .. We want it for the record. State what he said. 
A. He said, "Oh, shit, I have heard that enough". 
Q. You were already under bond? 
A. Yes. He s~id he had been trying to get up with me for a 
day or two and if "I could have got up with you and seen 
you, it wouldn't have cost you over a $10.00 fine apiece". 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Did he ever ask you to tell anything but the truth 7 
A. No, sir. 
RE-RE-DIRECT. EXAMINATION. 
Bv Mr. Williams: 
.. Q. Did you ever tell anything but the truth? 
A. No, sir. 
104 _Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
The witness, 
. LOUIS LINDSAY, 
being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
· Q. Pleas_e state your- name. 
A. Louis Lindsay. . 
Q. I believe you are employed by the P. Lorillard Tobacco 
Company? . 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is the firm that makes Old Golds? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where is your place of business 7 
A. Danville. I am Superintendent of the Danville Leaf 
· Department. 
page 112 } Q. Are both Mr. Lloyd Slayton and Mr. Carter 
employea by your fir:Q'.l ! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When was Mr. Slayton employed by you f 
A. He was employed January 22nd of this year. 
Q. When was Mr. Carter employed t 
A. In March of this year. 
Q. What position does Slayton occupy r 
A. He is foreman of the shipping and receiving depart-
ment. 
Q. When you employed Mr. Carter, was it done at-the sug-
gestion and instance of Mr. Slayton t . 
A. He asked if we could use another man and we saw fit to 
employ another man and he suggested Mr. "darter. 
Q. Do you come in contact .there with people who work with 
him and know him? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Based on that, do you know his general reputation for 
truth and veracity Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is it good or bad T 
A. Good. 
Q. Does the same apply to Mr. Carterf 
A. -Yes, sir. r 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q .. You only have a contact with him in a business wayf 
A. Yes, sir. 
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The witness, 
LEE ROY CARTER, . 
being first duly &>worn, testifie·d ·as follows: 1 •• 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. Please state your name . 
.A. Lee Roy Cart~r. 
Q. Where were you born f 
page 113 ~ A. Danville, Virginia. 
Q. How old. are you 1 
A. Twenty .. se'[en. 
Q. vVere you raised ih Danville, Virginia T 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Up until this eme1.1g·enoy, what was your occupation ... ,-~.: 
prior to Pearl Harbo1· Y · 
A. I was a soldier. l was a soldier since 1935. · 
Q. vVhen we1,10 you disaharged? 
A. Octo her 21, 1944. 
Q. Up until you got out of the sarvio0=-during all the years 
of your lif o and while you were in _the army and up until the 
time you were discharged, were- Were you acquainted with 
Lloyd Slayton Y · · 
A. No, sir. 
Q. When did you first meet Lloyd Slayton? 
A. A few days before I went to work for P. Lorillai•d. 
Q. Did you have any oonvo1'sation with Mr. Slayton aa to 
why he wanted yo~ to go to work for the Lorillard Com· 
pany? 
A. He asked what I was doing· and at the present time I 
wasn't doing anything. 
Q. Did he have any personal 11oason for wanting you to 
go to work there 1 
A. Yes, sir. Ife said he eouldn't drive his oar in the Stat& 
of Virginia until February and wanted me to drive him. 
Q. From the time you went to work at the Lorillard Com-
pany, did you from time to time drive hia ear for him Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many trips did you make with him to see his mother 
at Motley? 
A. Just about eight trips. 
Q. On any of those trips prior to this- date, were you stopped 
by this Officer Barnes? 
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A. No, sir. 
page 114 ~ Q. On the day that this incident happened, what 
time did you leave Danville Y 
A. Around 1 :30. 
Q. In the afternoon? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you come straight on to the store at Motleys T 
A. Yes, ~ir. · 
Q. How long do you think you all were at that store-that 
was on a Saturday, was it not? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you work in the fMtory that morning? 
A. Until 12 :00 o'clock; then went by horn~ and had lunch 
and then came-over. 
Q. How long· do you think yon had been in Slayton 's store 
before it was decided to come to Altavista Y 
A. I conldn 't say for sure-it might have been an hour and 
hour and one~half. 
Q. Any of the parties in the store coming over to Alta-
vista Y 
A. Mr. McDaniel, Mr. Hedrick-
Q. Did you know Mr. McDaniel before that date? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you know Mr. Hedrick before that date? 
A. I probably had seen him but hadn't paid any attention. 
Q. Who were the others? 
A. Mr. Robinson, M:r. Slayton and myself. 
Q. Had you had anything to drink at aU? 
A. No, sir. 
Q~ Had Mr. Slayton had anything to drink? 
A. Not that I know of. 
Q. What was the condition of this man Robinson and Hed-
rick? Were they drinking or not drinking¥ 
pag.e 115 ~ A. They were drinking. 
Q. Were they drinking to the·point that it was 
noticeable Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was the purpose. of coming to Altavista Y 
A. Mr. Slayton wanted to get some underwear and Mr. 
Robinson, Mr. McDaniel and Mr. Hedrick wanted to cpme. 
Q. Now, who drove that car from Mr. Slayton's Service 
station over to Altavista Y 
A. _I did, sir; 
Q. J?id you drive it over to Mr. Slayton's placet 
Lloyd E. Slayton v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 101 
Lee Roy Carter. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As you came along from Slayton 's Service Station to 
Altavista, did you see any Motor Vehicle Officer? 
A. No, sir . 
. Q. Do you recall any motor vehicle officer passing you T 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you know anything about the strets-were you ac-
quainted in Altavista? 
A. Very little. 
Q. As you came into Altavista did anybody suggest which 
way you should go T 
. A. Yes, sir. Mr. Slayton ask_ed me to turn off at the serv-
ice station and miss the traffic light. 
Q. Did you turn to the left or right? 
A. To the left. 
Q. Where did you park? 
A. It was almost right around this drug store you buy 
tickets-it was down the street a couple of parking spots. 
Q. Did you park straight or at an angle? 
A. It was at an angle. 
Q. Where was Slayton sitting in the· car 7 
page 116· ~ A. Behind the driver's seat. 
Q. How do you get out of the back seat? 
A. Lean up and the seat folds back. 
Q. When you mean two-doors, you mean one door on each 
side? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. If a person wanted to get out of.that car, the· right-hand 
passeng·er would have to lean over if they got out on the right-
hand side? 
A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long after you parked the car was it before you 
saw Mr. Barnes? 
A. It- was a minute and a half or two minutes. 
Q.. Had the other passengers in the car gotten out of thP 
car? 
A. All except Mr. Ro bins on and myself. 
Q. Mr. Robinson was hight 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where were you sitting when the officer came up 7 
A. Under the wheel. 
Q. Where were the keys? 
A. When the officer came up they were in the switch. 
Q. Did you take the keys out yourself? 
A. No. 
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Q. What is· your versiQn of what happened there at that 
time? . 
A. As near as I can recall, Mr. Slayton was standing there 
with one1 foot on the running board and ho just w~s fixing to 
leave the car and get his underwear. 
Q. Was the store on the oppoiite side of the street Y 
·· A. I don't know about the stores. Mr. Barnes pullod up 
behind and blowed and Mr. Slayton went ovor and he drove 
off with hini. 
Q. When did you next' see Mr. Slayton Y 
A. When his fathei~ brought him back to the service sta-
tion. · 
Q. Did you drive back to the flervioe station f 
page 117 r A. Yes, but not right away. Mr. Slayton called 
his father. Mr. Slayton and John came down and 
I went back to the service station with John. He went back 
with his f~ther in the CJll'. . 
Q. Wh~n did . you under-stand the trial was to be Y 
A. It was· to have been the following F1,iday. 
Q. Did 'Mr. Barnes summo.n you! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did he see you there in the c~r? 
A. I guess, he did. He oamo back to the car and wanted to 
know where the keys were &Ild I told him I didn ~t know. 
Q. Then did Mr. Barnes tell you he wanted you to lle at· 
court on Friday? . 
A. No, sir. 
Q. And you wer~ right there and saw it Y 
A. Yes. . 
Q. They didn't try it the next Friday, did theyY 
A.. It was tried on the next Friday. I don't remember tltc 
exact date but I remember the date we came for tho trial. 
Q. What was the date? 
.A. It was the 6th day of July. . 
Q. Do you remembel' the date you were oV"er here when 
Mr. Slayton was arrested? 
A. It was the Saturday befon~ that . 
. Q. Your recollection is that it was the Saturday before . 
that7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who told you it was going ta be tried on the 6th of 
July! · 
A. Mr. Slayton told me. .J 
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Q. Diel ·Mr. Slayton tell you what you were to sav1 
..A.. :N"o, sir. w 
Q. Did you testify ~t that trial? 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
page 118 ~ Q. Did you tell the truth at that trial? 
..A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was Mr. Slayton driving that car? 
..A.. :N"o, sir. . 
Q. How were you dressed the day this happened? • 
..A.. I had on a pair of blue trousers, the s.ame shirt and 
same necktie. · . · 
Q. You were asked to put on the same shirt and the same 
necktie you had on that day Y 
• A. Yes, sit. · . 
Q. How was Mr .. Slayton dressed? 
A. I couldn't say about the trousers buf he had on the saµie 
type shirt and the same necktie. 
Q. You would say you all were dressed substantially as 
you are today? 
..A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. What .is the matter with your eye? 
· ..A.. I got that in an accident a week ago last night. 
Q. In Danville¥ 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. There was nothing -the matter with your eye on that 
date? · 
. A. No, sir. 
· CROSS EXAMI:N"ATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. So you know now why you turned to the left as you came 
into Altavista? You recall I asked you that at the Trial Jus-
tice hearing? 
..A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. I asked you why you turned to the left to get around to 
Broad Street and you never answered and you decide now-
.A.. At the time you expressed that, sir, you said why I came 
back into the Main Street again, the next time that· car was 
brought back. 
Q. Do you recall I asked you that? 
page 119 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you recall you never dicl answer? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. But now you recall? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. W:I:iy would he have turned to the left and come down 
on the opposite side of the street, 
A. The way I was driving· that car-he wasn't driving it. 
Q. But you went at his direction 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You don't know why he. told you to go to the opposite 
side of· the street from where he could have ~ought the un-
derwear? 
· A. I don't linow it is on t.he opposite side of the street. 
Q. Wasn't Lloyd Slayton trying to dodge Mr. Barnes whom 
he had just met across the river Y 
· A. No, sir. 
Q. I believe you stated Mr. Barnes had never stopped you• 
before? 
A. No, sir. 
. Q. When Mr. Barnes called Lloyd over and gave him a 
ticket, did you ask Mr. ·Barnes or Lloyd why he was being 
given a ticket Y 
A. I didn't know he was bejng given a ticket. They got in 
and drove away. · 
Q. You were there in _Altavista until J olm and old ~fr. 
Slayton came overt 
. A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Couldn't you have gone to the jail to make inquiry! You 
didn't think enough of it to go up there and ask what he was 
charged with? 
A. I think Mr. Slayton knew enough to take care of him-
self. 
Q. Why didn't you call! · 
A. I started to .call his father and then I :fig'Ured he would 
call himself. 
Q. Th.e real reason was you knew what he was charged 
with 7 -Isn't that the reason! 
page 120 ~ A. No, sir. . 
Q. You testified Mr. Barnes didn't ask any of 
the· other occupants of the car who was driving that car? 
A. No·, sir. · 
Q. There wasn't any reason for him to do that if he knew . 
who was driving was iU You say you didn't see Mr. Barnes 
when you passed each other at Hurt. You didn't notice him 
at all? 
A. No, sir. · · . 
Q. You say you hadn't had anything to drink Y 
~.: .. : 
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A. Not at that time. After Mr. Slayton was taken away 
Mr. Robinson· and myself ordered a quart of beer. . 
Q. Wh'ere did you all g·o f 
A. Back to the car and drank it. 
Q. After Mr. Barnes had put Lloyd in jail, that is when ]1e 
found you there with the beer? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You had gotten out of the car when your friend was ar-
rested and bought some beer and sat down in his car and 
drank beer while he was in jail Is that what you were do~ 
ing? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who asked you to put on the same necktie, trousers and 
shirt? 
A. My lawyer. 
Q. Do you have a lawyer, too? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Mr. Williams and Mr. Stowers. are they your lawyera, 
too? · 
A. Yes, sir. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. You understood you were charged with perjury? 
A .. Yes, sir. 
page 121 } Q. And are supposed to be tried in this court 1 
..A.. Yes, sir. · 
Q. And you understood you had a right to ge~ such lawyers 
:as you wanU 
A. Yes, sir .. 
The witness, 
JUNIOR EPPERSON, 
being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
·Q: You are the boy known as Junior Epperson? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. At Renan. 
Q. That is in Pittsylvania County? 
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A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. It hasn't got a courthouse in it or a jail Y . 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been in any trouble before in your life? 
.A. Yes. 
Q. Had you ever been in jail befofe Y 
A. I got in jail one time in Altavista, 4th of July before 
last. · 
Q. For· what f 
A. For drunk. 
Q. How long ago f . 
A. Two years ago. 
Q. How old are you now f 
A. 20. 
Q. How far did yon go in school? 
A. 6th gTade. 
Q. What kind of work do you doY 
A. Farm. 
page 122 ~ Q. Your Daddy is who°i 
A. Mott Epperson. 
Q. Epperson, were you in Altavista on the 23rd day of June 
at a time that Mr. Barnes the Staie Officer arrested Mr. Slay-
ton there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where were you 7 
A. Standing in front of the Western Auto Store. 
Q. Did yon know Mr. Slayton Y 
A. I kn owed John. I had seen this one before and had 
spoken to him, but didn't know who he was. 
Q. Did you see the car come up in which he was riding? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who was driving that carY 
A. Carter was driving it. 
Q. Is that the man (pointing to Carter) that was driving? 
A. Y~s, sir. 
Q. You didn't come over in that car with them, did youf 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you see John Slayton that day T 
A. Saw him that night. 
Q. Did you tell John you saw it t 
A. Yes.·.· 
Q. Didn't you tell John Slayton-you told Lloyd's brother 
-up until that time this boy didn't lmow you saw it as far as 
you knowY 
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A. No . 
. Q. Did you g·o to John Slayton and tell him? 
A. Yes. I went over there. 
Q. You went over there and told him Carter was driving 
the car? 
A. Yes. · 
page 123 ~ Q. Had you ever had any conversation with 
this man about iU 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How did you happen to be over here at the trial Y 
A. He asked me to come over and tell what I seen. 
Q. Who did? 
A. John. 
Q. You told him that was the truth? 
·. A. Yes. -
Q. John didn't ask you to tell ·anything that wasn't thti 
truth? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Were you sworn by Mr. Overbey to tell the truth Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you tell Carter was driving the car? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Was that the truth 7 
· A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did Shirley Hedrick also swear that was true? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You all remember on the day out here talking to Mr. 
Stowers on the day of the trial? · Do you recall the day it 
was tried over here by Mr. Overbey; do you recall you all were 
talking to Mr. Stowers, the lawyer and told him who was 
driving? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you tell him Carter was driving? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did Hedrick tell him Carter was driving f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did the Trial Justice say about putting it o:ffY 
What is your recollection? Do you remember the Judge say~ 
ing he would make his decision-later or put it off to another 
date? 
page 124 ~ A. Yes. 
Q. Why did he put it off? Did anybody say 
anything-Mr. Barnes i Did you hear any reason expressed 
by anyone as to why the trial was put off or continued? 
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A. No. 
Q. After you left that courtroom, what did you dof 
A. Went back home. 
Q. When was the next thing you heard about this case in 
any way? 
A. On Wednesday Mr. Barnes come to my home. 
Q. Come to your house? 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did he say? 
A. Said get in and let's take a ride. 
Q. Did he tell you what he w~nted? 
. .A.. Not then. 
Q. Where did he take you then Y 
.A.. To Altavista. 
Q. What did he do? 
.A.. Put us in jail. 
Q. Put who in jail Y 
.A.. Me and the other boy. 
Q. Put you in jail.whereY 
.A. • .Altavista. 
Q. Was anybody with you at that time? 
A. The Lanier boy. 
Q. Where did he get the Lanier boy? 
A. At his house. 
Q. Get you first? 
A. We was both at my house. He stopped at the barn where 
his father was. 
page 125 ~ Q. How old is Lanier f 
A. I don't know. 
Q. They brought you to Altayista. Where did they put 
you! 
A. In jail. 
Q. Put Lanier right along with you 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then what happened Y 
A. Told us we };i.ad just as well tell the truth like it was and 
he said·I was a damn-
Q. You told him you had already told the truth Y · 
A. He said he had heard that lie once and didn't want to 
hear any more; then he put us back in jail. 
Q. How long was that after you bad been put in jail? 
A. He took the boy out and talked and ·then handcuffed us 
and took us to Lynchburg. 
Q. How did he handcuff you f 
A. Like one on my arm and one on yours. 
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Q. He didn't put the handcuffs on you when you left Renan' 
A. ~o. It was when we were leaving Altavista. 
Q. Then what did he do 7 
A. Put us in the Lynchburg jail. 
Q. Did they put you together 1 
A. No. 
Q. What happened then? 
A. He kept on and got me scared and I told him I didn't 
know nothing about it at all. · 
Q. What did he do to you to get you scared 7 
A. Said to go ahead and tell, it might make it easier on 
us. 
Q. Why did you tell him that? 
A. I thought I could get out of jail. 
page 126 l Q. When you told him you didn't know any-
thing about it, was that the truth 7 
A. No. 
Q. You swore to that and you are swearing now that this 
is the truth? 
A. ·Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they swear you over in the jail t 
A. No, sir. -
Q. Then I believe that officer brought you down to this 
gentleman's house (indicatin~ Mr. Thompson). What did he 
bring you down here for! Tb1s l\fr. Barnes brought you up·to 
see this gentleman at Rustburg? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What diq you understand you were coming here for? 
A. I didn't know. 
Q. What did you tell the Commonwealth's Attorney! 
A. I told him I didn't know a.nything about it. 
Q. Were you sworn there Y · 
.A. No. 
Q. Did he fix you up something to sign Y 
A. Mr. Barnes wrqte something· at Lynchburg. 
Q. Did you read it 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You just signed it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I want to call for that statement now. 
Mr. Thompson: I will be delighted for you to introduce it. 
Q. Where were you when you signed this statement Y 
A. At the jail. 
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Q. In the Lynchburg jail? 
A. In a room there. It wasn't the jail. 
Q. Who was in the room f 
A. Me and Mr. Barnes and the Lanier boy. 
page 127 } JUNIOR LANIER EXHIBIT #1. 
July 11, 1945. 
I, Junior Lanier, make the following statement of my own 
free will without promise of reward of any kind: 
On June 30, 1945, I was at Slayton's Ser. Sta. at Motley, 
Va., with Junfor Epperson, when Bud Slayton came to us 
aIJ.d told us that he had been caught and wanted us to go to 
Court with him and tell that the short fellow who I know to 
be Lee Carter, was driving and that we saw him get out of 
the back seat. 
Without thinking we told him that we would. . 
On July 6, 1945, Bud and John Slayton, Lee McDaniel and 
Shirley Hedrick came to my home for me. On the way Bud 
and John told us what to say. I don't remember just where 
I was at the time Bud was caught, but, I was somewhere 
around Altavista. 
(Signed) JUNIOR LANIER. 
JUNIOR LANIER EXHIBIT #2. 
I did not see Bud when he came into Altavista or when h~ 
was caught. I did not know. that he had been caught until a 
week later when he asked us to go to court with him. . 
I have heard the above statement read back to me and it is 
true. and correct. 
(Signed) JUNIOR LANIER. 
A Copy, Teste: 
C. W. WOODSON, Clerk. 
page 128 } Q. Did you say what was in this statement? 
A. I might have told him part of it, but I didn't 
tell him all of that. · 
I 
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Q. Did he sit down and make the statement word for word 
or write it up and bring it to you? 
A. He set down and wrote it. 
Q~ Did he read it to you 7 
A. Yes. 
~Q. "\Vas that statement trneT 
A. No. 
Q. How many times did he tell you you would get out 
lighter and how many times did he tell you you had lied 
about it? 
A. Twice that I had lied about it. 
]\fr. Thompson: You don't want to introdu~e it7 
Mr. Williams: I waut to introduce it. 
Q. How far did you go in school? 
A. 6th grade. 
(Note: Mr. Williams reads statement.) 
Q. Did you sign that one 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there another one made? Do you remember a sec-
ond one! 
A. Yes. There was two of them. 
(Mr. Williams reads second statement.) 
A. I didn't say all of that. I just told him I didn't know 
anything about it. 
Court: Mark that Exhibit Epperson # 1 and #2. 
Q. You told Mr. Barnes you didn't know anything about it. 
Was that the truth¥ 
A. No, sir. 
Q This other part about ~oing into detail about how it hap-
pened, did you know anythmg about that at all Y 
A. :N"o, sir. · 
page 129 ~ Q. Let me get this straight-to capitulate-you 
went before Mr. Overbey and you swore you did 
see this boy Carter drive the car and you swore that was the 
truth? 
A. Yes, sir. 
, 
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Q. You tolq them so in the Lynchburg jail? 
A. Yes. 
Q. This part that was written in there other than that you 
didn't know anything about-it was not your language at all? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You made-now you are making a different statement. • 
Has anybody told you what to say hereY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Has anybody offered you ~my inducement? 
A. No, sir. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Do you know this gentleman here Y Right here Y 
A. No . 
. Q. Ever see him before¥ 
A. Seen him once. 
Q. When!·· 
A. Last Sunday. 
Q. Did you ever see these other gentlemen before? 
A. No. 
Q. You say you thought by making that statement you would 
get out of jail¥ Why did you ask the officer to bring you to 
my houseY 
A. I didn't ask him to. He said to let's go down and .see 
you. 
cy. Didn't you tell me the same thing that is right in here? 
A. Not all of that. 
Q. Didn't I read this to you and you said that was correct 
right there in my house? 
page 130 ~ A. I don't remember whether you read it or 
· not. 
Q. Don't you remember telling me you might have been iu 
Altavista but if you were you weren't in front of the West-
ern T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Didn't you tell me Bud and John came over and per-
suaded you to tell this story? · 
A. No. 
Q. But you do remember telling me yon weren't in front of 
Western Auto Companyf 
A. Yes. 
Q. What reason did you have for telling me that! 
A. Because I wanted to go home. 
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Q. ·why did you tell Mr. Rorer you had given Mr. Barnes 
this statement? 
A. Because I was scared. 
Q. Mr. Barnes was back over here. in Campbell CountyY 
A. Yes. . 
Q. You all were so scared you went and told Mr. Rorer. 
You weren't scared of the Slayton boys? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You admit that is true7 
A. Yes, sir. _ 
Q. Mr. Barnes never asked you to do anything but tell the 
truthY , 
A. I had told him I had told the truth. 
Q. Did he ever ask you to tell anything but the truth T 
A. No, but I told him the truth and he said I was a damn 
liar. 
Q. When you were at my house you knew Mr. Slayton over 
here was down here waiting to bond you out? 
A. Yes, but he said we couldn't be bonded out. 
Q. Didn't Mr. Slayton bond you out7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Which l1as caused you to change your mind 
:page 131 ~ since you got out? 
A. Neither one. 
Q. There is no part of this statement true7 
A. Yes. Part of it. · 
Q. What part of the statement is true? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. The truth is, you are not telling the truth now, are you Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you sure? 
A. Yes, sir. 
The witness, 
JUNIOR LANIER, 
being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
page 132} DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams~ 
Q. What is your name? 
A. Lanier-Junior Lanier. 
Q. Where do you live? 
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Q. Who is your fatherY 
A. Noell Lanier. 
Q. What do you doT 
A. Farm. 
Q. Raise tobacco °l 
A. Yes; sir. 
Q. How old are you f 
A. Seventeen. 
Q. Seventeen years old! ·when were you seventeen 1 
A. 19th of May. 
Q. How far did you go in school T 
A. Sixth Grade. 
Q. In order that we can get it into the record, have you 
ever been in any trouble in your life! 
A. ·No, sir. 
Q. Ever been in jail T 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. Ever been approached by an officerY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where were you on the 23rd day of June when Mr. Lloyd 
Slayton was arrested Y 
A. In Altavista. 
Q. Who was with you T 
A. Me and that Epperson boy and two girls. 
Q. Do you remember the name of the girls 1 
page 133 ~ .A.. Elsie Elliott and Irene Grove. 
Q. Did you g·o to Altavista with them Y 
A. We carried them up there. 
Q. Where were you in Altavista when J\fr. Barnes arrested 
Lloyd Slayton! 
A. At the Wes tern Auto place. 
Q~ As you come down the street-Route 29 goes on from 
Danville through Lynchburg-Is that the Main Street! 
A. I call it 29. · 
Q. What is the street the drug· store is on? 
A. Broad Street. 
Q. Coming into 29, is the drug store on the left-hand side 
or right? 
A. Right. 
Q. ·where is the Western Auto Place with reference to the 
Drug Store! 
A. Right beside it. 
1 .... 
• 
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Q. Did you see the Slayton car whon it came up to the 
cu"rM · 
A. Yes, sh\ . 
Q. Who was driving it? 
A. That short fell ow. 
Q. (To LeRoy Carter) Stand up. (Le Roy Carter stands 
up). vVas he driving it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. After you heard this boy was arrested for it, who did 
yoti first tell about iU 
A. John Slayton. 
Q. Did you go to him and tell him about it 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. And that is the truth? 
A, Yes. 
Q. And John suggested you oome over as a witness for 
him? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you tell the truth before J udg·e Overbey? 
A. Yes,. sir. 
page 134 ~ Q. Did you tell him Carter ·was driving the qiar 
and Slayton wasn't Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
· Q. You undePstand you are under oath now? 
A. Yes. · • . 
Q. After-be.fo1le you testified down there in court, did you 
see Mr. Stowers here before the trial that day? 
A. Yes. • 
Q. Did you tell Mr. Stowers thon that was the truth f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did Hedrick also testify before Hutch Overbey that 
Carter was ddving the car 7 · 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did the Judge make his decision then or was it cQn-
tinued? 
.A . .After what we told him? 
Q. Af ter--did he decide the case then? 
A. No. He said l1e thought we was telling a story. 
Q. Who said so? 
.A.. I don't know. 
Q. Did you hear him say why he wa-s continuing the case f 
A. Said be was going to give Mr. Barnes ti~e to get some 
witnesses. 
Q. What did you do after tl1at case was overY 
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A. Went to Renan. 
Q. ,i\7ben was the next time yon heard of anything? 
A. Last Wednesdav when Mr. Barnes came after me. 
Q. What did he do" with yon? · 
A. Took us to Altavista jail. 
Q. Yon had never been in jail before f 
A. No., sir. 
page 135 ~ Q. Did he say anything to you? 
A. Not at first. Then called us around and 
said if we would tell the truth it would be a whole fot easier. 
He said he had gotten tired of hearing them damn lies. 
Q. How long did they hold you in jail in Altavista f 
A. About half an hour. 
·Q .. ·Then what did they do? 
A. Puts handcuffs on us and carried us to Lynchburg jail. 
Q. Did yon change the statement when they put the hand-
cuffs on yon? · 
A. No, sir. . . 
Q. You got to Lynchburg jail--did you change your state-
ment before you got to the Lynchburg jail? · 
A. No. 
Q. What happened in there? 
A. They had me upstairs and a follow said Mr. Barnes 
wanted to see me and I went to the office and Junior was in 
there and M~. Barnes was in. there. Jr. said he was going to 
tell it straight. He wrote it out and I said to-
Q. Was the statement down there the truth Y 
A. No. 
Q. Why was it yon made a statemenU 
A. The first time a fellow is in jail you would tell anything 
to get out. · 
Q. Did you say this at any time, "I, Jnnior·Lanier, make 
the following statement of my own free will and accord"? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you say, "On June 30, 1945, I was at Slayton's, etc., 
tell the short fellow who I know know to be Lee Carter-¥" 
A. I didn't say Bud did it. I said him or John· one told 
us. 
Q. Was that true? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. I notice that-I desire Iiow to introduce this as Junior 
Lanier Exhibit #1. 
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}Jage 136} July 11, 1945. 
I, Junior Epperson make the following statement. of ~y 
own free will without promise of reward of any kind 
On June 30, 1945, Junior Lanier and I were at Slaytons 
Ser. Sta. at 1fotley, and Bud Slayton told us that he had 
gotten caught and that several other boys were·going to Court 
with him and testify that the short fellow that was with him, 
who I now know to be Lee Carter, was driving, and be wanted 
.us to go too. · . 
He did not pay us anything but they ]iad always been nice 
to us, so we, without thinking told him that we would go. 
On July 6., 1945, they came to my home and got me. 
On the way to Court they, John and Bud told us what to · 
say. 
I don't know just where we were, but, we were somewhere . 
around Altavista, but we did not see Bud when he came into 
.Altavista or when he was caught, we did not know that he 
bad been caught until we saw him a week later and he.told us .. 
I have heard the above statement read back to me and it is 
true and· correct. · 
JUNIOR EPPERSON. 
The foregoing is a true copy of F1xhibit "Epperson No. 2", 
filed in the Circuit Court of Campbell County. 
Teste, 
C. W. WOODSON, Clerk. 
page 137 } Court: All right, Mr. Williams. Do you want 
to read it to the jury. 
(Steno's note: Junior Lanier Exhibit· #1 is read to the 
~Jury by Mr. Williams.) 
Q. The statement you made before Judge Overbey was 
true? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q . .And at that time you swore, and today you swore, and 
both times you have sworn to the truth? 
.A. Y-es, sh. -
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CROSS F.;x:Al\UNATION. 
By Mr .. Thompson: 
Q. 1Vhy did you coll!e to my house T 
A. Because Mr. Barnes wanted us to. 
Q. Will you tell me why when you got home you and Junior 
went up and told :M::r .. Rorer--T 
A .. Because he sent word over to us several times that we 
had better come· on and tell the trut11. 
. Q. Who came to you ami got you to change your mind t 
A.- .Nobody. 
Q. How did you come here? 
A. I oome on my oar-. 
Q. Had you talked to Mr. Stowers and Mr. Williams before 
this trial Y 
A. Talked to them last Sunday .. 
Q .. What did you tell them then Y 
A. I told them I bad told the truth about it and was going 
to tell it again. 
Q. Had you seen John and Buel Slayton before that time 7 
A. Saw them Sunday .. 
Q. They got you and took you up there? You were in the 
car with J olm and Bud Slayton were in the car with you? 
A. They came to see us. 
page 138 ~ Q. I understood you to say he never had seen 
you hut once or twice~ 
A. He might have been along with ,John that day. 
Q. What did Jolm come for? 
A. Might have come to see us. 
Q~ Do you expect the Court and Jury to believe that f 
A. I don't know. 
Q, Did Mr. Barnes ever ask you to tell anything- but the 
truth! · 
A. No, sir. 
Q . .Aud yet you made up this tale that you say is false? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Why didn't you tell the truth to the officers of the l~w7 
A . .You tell anything to get out. 
Q. Nobody promised to get you out of jail f 
A. No, but said it would be a whole lot easier., as it was_ 
Q. He ~aid it would be bettel' to toll the truth t 
A. Yes. 
Q. Junior Epperson said, "I am going· to tell tl10 straight 
of it"t 
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A. Yes. 
Q. The two statements are almost identical, aren't they! 
Because you were together the truth as to him was the same 
as to you? 
A. If I hadn't been there I wouldn't have come over and 
told it. 
Q. You didn't know Lee Carter, did you? 
A. No. 
Q. How could you tell he was driving f 
A. I saw his face. 
Q. How soon as it you told ,J obn Slayton T 
A. That evening. 
Q. Yet. you didn't know Lee Carter, but went over and told 
him Carter was driving the car f 
page 139 ~ A. I told him the short fell ow was driving. 
Q. Did you go over and tell John or did he 
come to you ? · 
A. I went to him. I went over there and told him. 
Q. Voluntarily told him T 
A. That is right. 
Q. How many times had you seen him 1 
.A. I knew he was Bud Slayton. 
Q. You took enough interest in it to drive from your home 
over to Motley? 
.A. From .A.ltavista. 
Q. That wasn't on your way home? Are those girls heret 
A. They was in the car. 
Q. ,Vas the car there T 
A. It was parked behind the Bank lot. 
Q. You left them in the car? 
A. That is right. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. They ask you why you didn't tell the officers the truth. 
You did tell them the truth and he said you were a damn liar? 
A. That is right. 
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page 140 ~ The defendant, 
LLOYD SLAYTON, 
after being duly sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams : 
Q. Your name is Lloyd Slayton? Did you hear what I said 
just then? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What is the reason you can't heart What is the matterY 
A. Gun explosion-Coast Artillery. 
Q. Can you hear me now? 
A. Yes, sir. When you talk loud. 
Q. How old are you? 
A. Twenty-eig·ht years old. 
Q. You read my lips when you don't hear me f 
A. What words I don't catch. · 
Q. I believe you are a native of Pittsylvania County, Vir-
ginia? 
A. Yes, sir-ree. 
Q. Vlhat did you do prior to going in the Army Y 
A. I lived in Canada as a tobacco farmer with my father. 
Came from there to Washington where I was in construction 
work. I didn't volunteer for the Army but when my time 
cometo go, I didn't try to get a deferment. 
Q. You went into the Army when? 
A. 1941. I came out in 1943. 
Q. Are you able-bodied-are you what is called a disabled 
veteran? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Drawing compensation from the Government? 
A. Yes., sir. Every month. 
Q. Did you go to work after your discharge? 
A. No, sir. I wasn't able to. I went to work for the Im-
perial Tobacco Company last year until they finished the sea-
son. They said they didn't require my services through the 
summer but would want me back this fall. 
Q. Then you went to work for the P. Lorillard Tobacco 
Company in Danville? 
page 141 ~ A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It is in evidence here that your driver's li-
cense was revoked. When. was that revoked? · 
A. I believe it was the 2nd day of February. 
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Q. Did you ow nan automobile at that time 7 
.A. Yes, sir-ree. 
Q. "\Vas it a nice automobile f 
A. It wasn't expensive but it was the best I could afford. 
It was a '36 Ford Coach. 
Q. That has two doors----one on each side? 
A. Yes, sir. 
·Q. Not two doors on each side f 
.A. No, sir. . 
Q. To get out of the back seat wlmt do you have to dof 
A. Push-the front seat up to get out: 
Q. After you lost your permit to drive a car, did you. ar-
range for others to drive it 1 · . 
A. Every time it was moved I had somebody else to do it. 
Q. Have you at any ti.me driven your car since yom· license 
was revoked! · 
A. No, sir-ree. 
Q. It is in evidence Mr. Carter went to work for the same 
people you worked for since March of this year? 
A. That is right. 
Q. Did you arrange for Mr. Carter to drive your car7 
A. We being veterans met and I asked was be working-
Q. You got him a job at Lorillard 's 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. After that did he drive your car for you on your. trips 7 
A. Yes. · 
Q. On the 23rd day of June when you left Danville, who 
was driving that car? 
A. Mr. Carter was driving the car. 
Q. Did he drive it from Danville? 
:page .142 } A. Yes, sir. That is why he come over. 
Q. Was there any other reason for Mr. Carter 
to come except to drive your car f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Tell the Jury as near as you can-did you hear all the 
testimony of Mr. Barnes a while agof 
A. No, sir. I couldn't hear all of it. 
Q. Tell. as near as you can the conversation you remember 
you had with Mr. Barnes-what -vou did and what you re-
·f used to do. · · 
A. I had Mr. Carter driving my car. I asked him to drive 
to the left so we could park some place coming down. He 
parked in front of Clanton's Drug- Store and I had asked Mr. 
Carter to raise up and let me out .. I want~d to get some 
!2& . Supreme Oonrt of Appeals of Virginia 
Lloyd Slayton.. · 
underwear from Mr.. Smith's store.. He raisecl up and I 
cFawled out of the car ancl was standing there. I said, '' Mr. 
Carter~ do you want to go with me 1'" . He said, "No. ·we 
won't be long, will we Y '' and I said ''No .. '' Mr .. Barnes tooted , 
his horn and naturallv I went over .. He said he would like to 
have my registration "'card. I gave it to him and he wrote out 
a summons .. I said, "I don't know why you are writing out 
that summons for me·.· I wasn't driving the car-.'' I .work 
hard a]ld I am tFying to get along but he was determined he 
was:· go'ing to give me the summons and I told him I wasn't 
going to sign the summons. I said: '' If you will wait a min-
ute, I will get out and get the man who was driving." He 
wouldn't let me and gTabbecl me and said he was going to take 
me to the Lynchburg jail. He started to Lynchburg and he 
decided,; "We will get your clad at Altavista-put you in jail 
there and let your Dael g·o your bond.'' Before he put me 
in j'ail Mr. West let nie call on the phone. Anyway, I :finally 
got to know what was g·oing· on and in about fifteen minutes he 
went o.n my bond. I told him, ''Mr. Barnes said I was driv;. 
ing my car'' and then he tol~ John, ''You take his car-
Mr. Thompson: I object. 
Q. J nst tell what you said to Mr. Barnes. 
A. I have told that .. 
page 143 ~ Q. You got out on bond. At that time did you 
know a boy named Junior Epperson Y 
A. I knew them when I seen them but not bv name .. 
Q .. Did yon know Junior Lanier t . · 
.A. Not by name. 
QM Did yon know Shirley Hedrick¥ 
A .. Yes, sir. I saw him at the store and knew him by name. 
I have made out bills for him at the store. 
Q .. Had Mr. Carter bad anything to drink on that day? 
A. No, sir. Not that day at all that I saw. Before be came 
to Altavista he was with me all the time .. 
Q. What about Robinson and Hedriek¥ 
· A. Yes, sir.. They were feeling pretty good. 
Q. We get up to the trfaL Where did you first :find out 
there was a boy named Epperson and a boy named Lanier 
that knew something about this case¥ 
A. My brother, J obn Slayton, told me. 
Q. Did you see those hoys after that from that date up until 
the time of the trial¥ . 
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A. Never saw them until we started £or the trial. 
Q. Does that apply to Hedrick? 
A. No. I saw him. 
Q. ·what was the purpose of your going to see Hedrick? 
A. · He was in the car a11d I thought I had a right to have 
him for a witness. 
Q. You m1derstood the defendnnt was entitled to a witness 
as well as the Commonwealth? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did Hedrick and these two boys talk to Mr. s·towersY 
A. Y cs. Outside thete. They was telling him l\fr. Carter 
was driving the car and I wasn't. · 
Q. Did you hear them testify downstairs bef ~re l\fr. Over-
bey! 
A. Yes. Not all of it. I understood they were telling the 
truth. 
Q. Did you testify there that day? 
A. Yes, sir-ree. 
Q. Did you -tell them you were not driving the car Y 
A. Yes, sir. · . 
page 144 ~ Q. You told them you were not driving the car? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that the truth f 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know why they did not decide the case that day Y 
A. I didn't hear everv word that was said but I could tell 
there was something wrong. Mr. Barnes kept insisting I was 
telling something that wasn't so and the Court held it open 
one week to see if Mr. Barnes could find some 11ew evidence. 
Q. Now,, let's get around to Hedrick. How many times· did 
you go up there t 
A. 'rwice . 
. Q. ·what was the first trip fot? 
A. The first was on Sunday.· I didn't think he was too high 
to know what was going on. I drove up there and blew the 
horn. Mr. Carter blew the horn and I motioned for him to 
come down to the car and 'J1e did. I said, "Mr. Hedrick, would 
you go over to court and tell them what yon saw in the car. 
He said he would but wonld probably miss a lot of work~-
Q. Did you tell him what to say? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did anybody else tell him what to sayt 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you go back f 
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A. I belie·ve it was on Tuesday._ 
Q. Wbat did you go back that time for¥ 
A. To tell him I was coming over on Friday and h~ could 
come with us if be wanted to. 
Q. Did you ever tell that boy to tell an untruth for you¥ 
A. No, sir. There wasn't any use of telling that. . 
Q. At the time you went over there to tell him what day 
the case was g·oing· to be tried, where was the car parked f 
A. About ten steps from the fence. 
page 145 ~ · Q. How far was the fence from the porch? 
A. Between 50 and 100 feet. 
Q. Who did the talking to Hedrick? 
A. Nobody but myself. I asked him to come over to the 
car. He come over and stuck his foot up on the running board 
and stuck his head in the car. I said, "W. ell, we are going to 
have that trial over there on Friday and want you to tell what 
you saw. He said, "I will meet you out at the road." I said., 
'' All right, I will see you later.'' In the meantime the radiator 
was boiling so Mr. Carter said the radiator needs some water. 
He mentioned us to drive around to the well. He had done 
climbed through the fence and he drawed the bucket of water. 
Q. Did you ever tell him anything like not to tell anybody 
and he wouldn't lose anything by itf 
A. No, sir. I hadn't told him anything to tell. 
Q. You are still employed by this tobacco company! 
A. Yes, sir-ree. 
CR.OSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Did you make this statement to Shirley Hedrick: "You 
tell what I tell you to tell and keep it to yourself and don't tell 
anything except what I tell you to tell"t 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Then Mrs . .Annie Hedrick is mistaken f 
A. I guess she must lJe. · 
Q. Haven't you been tr-ying to get this boy to change his 
statement since you were indicted for perjury f 
A. I did not, sir. I have not se~n llim. 
Q. Did you send word for him to come to see you Y 
A. No, sir. 
Q. On June 23rd Mr. Carter was drivingf 
A. Yes. 
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Q: This Junior Lanier-did they know wl1at you wer~ 
charged with f 
page 146 } .A. They saw the officer pick me up. 
Q. "\Vas there any question i:n your mind about 
what you were charged with f 
A. Not after he told me. 
Q. Did Mr. Barnes ask l\fr. Carter or anybody else who was 
driving the car? 
. · A. No, sir. I wanted to go over there and get Mr. Carter 
and he wouldn't let me. 
A. I don't know w11ether I asked you or not-did either you 
or your brother Jolm-have you approached young Hedrick 
and tried to get him to clmnge his statement Y 
.A. I can't hear-
Q. Have either you or your· brother John approached Shir-
ley Hedrick.and tried to get him to change the statement he 
gave Mr. Barnes and me¥ 
l1.. I haven't. 
Q. Do you know whet.her John did? 
. A. No. 
Q. ·were you home yesterday evening? 
A. No. 
Q. Have you seen young Hedrick .since the day of the triaU 
A. No. 
RE-DIRECT EXAl\UNATION. 
Q. Have you ever been in any trouble in your life except 
losing your permit Y . · 
A. No. 
Q . .At the same time, you were also convicted of driving 
under the influence of liquor and knocking down some high-
way markers 1 
A. That is what they said I did. I was intoxicated and I 
don't know what I did. 
Q. That is the only incident.you ever ]iad in your life? 
A. Yes, sir, and that was all combined in tog-ether. · 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: . 
Q. J?idn't you b~g Mr. ~arnes to let you by and tell him that 
you thought you could drive from Motley to Altavista with-
out getting caught? . 
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page 147 ~ A. No, sir. 
Q. If he said anything like that he is mistaken °l 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have the letters ·on your person when you were 
arrestedf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q .. .Are you as sure about that as everything else you have 
testified to¥ 
.A. Yes, sir. I had the letters. 
Q. Why didn't you sign the summons Y 
A. Becatlse I wasn't guilty. 
Q. Signing the sumrt1ons doesn't mean you are guilty. 
A. I have often heard people say when you put your name 
on something-
Q. Why didn't you read it1 
A. I did. It said it was for driving and I knew I wasn't. 
I thought if I sig·ned that statement it ·meant I was guilty and 
I wasn't guilty. . 
Q. You thought you were a little bit bigger than the law 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You took the position you could get by with iU 
A. I am always ready to listen to any superior. I think 
you can look at my army record and tell I haven't thought 
that. 
Q. I don't know about your army record but your record 
here isn't good. You went to Hedrick 's place twice to talk 
to him about coming over and· testifying for you t · 
.A. Yes. 
Q. You deny telling him what he said you said f 
.A. I do. 
Q. You deny you told him what his mother said you told him 
in the yard Y · · 
A. Yes. 
Q. I have read back to you what she said and it isn't truef 
.A. I didn't say it. 
Q. You Were coming over to Altavista to get some ·under-
wear? Is that right? . 
A. I came along· so I could get some underwear 7 
Q. You told him where to park¥ 
page 148 ~ A. Yes. 
Q. Instead of coming· on around as you usually 
do? ., • 
A. No, sir. I told him to turn left at the service station 
turn to the right and to the right again. When we park lik~ 
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that all we have to do is turn once and are on the way home. 
It would have been up bill if we had made a left turn under 
the stop light. ; 
The witness, 
M. L. MORRIS, 
after being duly sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams : . . 
Q. What is your name? 
A. M~ L. Morris. • 
. Q. You are a citizen of Dan River District, Pittsylvania 
County? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have yon lived in that District T 
A. All my life. 
Q. Do you kno~ this boy, Lloyd Slayton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How longt 
A. Approximately 20 years. 
Q. How well have you known l1im? 
A. He lived in the community I have lived in. 
Q. Po .you know his general reputation as a truthful boy? 
.A. It is good. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. You have seen him some seven or eigllt times in the last 
several years? 
A. I see him in Danville and I go there right often. 
Q. The only time you have come in contact with him is in a 
business wayY 
A. No. His fathe.r owns a farm next to mine and they come 
home. 
page 149 ~ Q. But Mr. Slayton lives at Motley? 
A. Yes. 
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RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION . 
. By Mr. Williams: 
Q. Are you talking about the old man Jiin Slayton farm 
that joins Uncle Jim Warren's far:rµY 
A. Yes, sir. 
The witness, 
J. W. WILKERSON, 
· being first duly sworn, testified .as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q .. What is your name? 
A. J. W. Wilkerson. 
Q. How old are you Y 
A. 53;. 
.Q. Where do you live? 
A. On Mr. Slayton's farm. 
Q. How long have you known this boy Y • 
A. Five years. That is the length of time I have been on 
the place. I h;ave never known him to tell nothing wrong. 
Q. Would you ·say his reputation for truthfulness is good 
or bad? 
A .. I would say it is good. 
Q .. I believe you work the old Jim Slayton farm Y 
A. Yes. 
CROSS EXAMIN ... t\.TION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. You haven't seen much of Lloyd in the last several 
yearsY · 
A. Yes. 
Q. Wasn't he in the Army T 
A. He come back there several times on a furlough. 
Q. You are a tenant on Mr. Slayton 's farm! 
A. That is right. 
Lloyd E. Slayton v. Uommonwealth of Virginia; 135 
R. R. Little. Police Officer Barnes. 
page 150 ~ The witness, 
H. R. LITTLE, 
after being duly sworn, testified as follows: 
Examination by Mr, Sam Stowers: 
Q. What is your name? 
A. H. R. Little. • 
Q. What is your business f 
A. Consignee for the Texas Company at Altavista. 
Q. How long have you held that position T . 
A. 20 to 25 years. 
Q. I believe you are also on the Town Council of Altavista?· 
A. Yes. · · 
Q. How long have you held that position? 
A. I believe this is the third term-six years. 
Q. How long have you known Lloyd Slayton f 
A. Four or five years. · 
Q. From what the people in the neighborhood in which he 
lives say about him, are you acquainted with his reputation 
for.truth and veracity? 
A. As far as I know it is good. His father operates a serv-
ice station and a lot of times in going over there he would be 
out there and I would have dealings with him._ 
Q. What is his general reputation for truth and veracity? 
A. Good. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Never heard it discussed, did yon 7 
A. No, sir. 
page 151 } The witness, 
POLICE OFFICER BARNES, 
upon being recalled to the stand, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. On the 23rd of June when you arrested Lloyd Slayton, 
did you search him? 
A.. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did he have any letters on him f 
A. No, sir.· 
Q. It has been testified· to here by Lee McDaniel that you 
told him if he would change his story he could get out of this 
for $10.00. Did you make any such statement as thaU 
A. No, sir-ree. I saw him walking ~own the street and 
I stopped there and talked to him and I told him I certainly 
was sorry he got in such a mess like that in such a case that 
might have cost him $10.00, but I didn't talk to him but just 
a very few minutes. As soon as I stopped I could tell what 
his attitude was and drove on off. 
Q. It has been testified to by Junior Lanier and Junior 
Epperson and tried to leave the impression you forced this 
statement out of those boys. Was there any intimidation 
used or did you give them the impression they would get out 
- of jail Y · 
A. Not a bit in the world. I told them they didn't have to 
make any statement. In Altavista when they didn't make any 
statement I said, "If that is the way you want it to be, that 
is the way it is". When I got these two boys -at the time I 
picked them up Mr. Rorer was with me. I put them in the back 
seat. When I left going to Lynchburg I had the two boys in 
there by myself. 
Q. Now, it has been testified to by Lee McDaniel and Lee 
Carter that they were 't under the influence of intoxicants that 
day. What was their condition when you saw them in the car 
that dayY . 
page 152 ~ A. When I went back to the car after I had put 
Lloyd Slayton in jail, and Lee Carter and another 
fellow I understand was Roosevelt Robinson-I haven't seen 
. him since-were sitting· in the front seat with a quart of beer 
between them and I told them they would have to cut that 
out. I didn't think it was proper for them to be drinking on 
the street. 
Q. How long was it after you arrested Lloyd Slayton be-
fore vou came backY 
· A. ~ 20 to 25 minutes. 
Q. Did you observe that-
Q. They was all in the car but I was just watching to see 
they didn't change drivers, but I went just below that-
Court: How far was it from Altavista when you first saw 
. this car and first saw the accused here driving¥ 
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A. I reckon it was about a mile or a mile and a half. It 
was right at Hurt. 
Q. Did you follow them frum that point oli into Altavista Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did they get out of sight aily timeY 
.A. No. Q. How far behind were you? 
A. When I caino ou~th~y were out of my sight on the 
underpass. ·when I came out of the 1111derpass they were 
about half way across the bridge. When they' got to where 
they made this left tum I guess I was 100 yards on thetn and 
when they pulled into Broad Street I was just as far as frotr1 
here to the window. . 
Q. Isn't Broad Street tlie firt11t street you come to? Is that 
where the stop light is t Did they turn to the left up there 1 
A. Nof sir. 'rhey tui·n~d off nt the end of the bridge. ·It 
is a dirt road and it coill~s into Brond at the corner where 
Smith's store and Clanton 'a Drug Store is. 
Q. They turned off at the street to the left before you get to 
. Broad and want up one block and to the right · 
page 153 ~ ag·ain Y • 
A. Yes, sit, 
Q. And to the right again and parked in front of Clanton's 
Drug Store? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is directly across the street from Smith's store Y 
. _A. Yes, sit'. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: . · , . 
Q. You say you didn't use any coetcion on these little boys. 
How far is it from Renan to Altavista 1 
A. I guess it is ahout-I have never measured it. I recl{on 
it is six or seven miles probably. It may be n1ore than that. 
Q. Then you brought them to A1tavista. You didn't hand-
cuff them¥ 
A. No. Mr. Rorer was in the car. I wasn tt worrying about 
them hurting me; but if one jumps out and runs the other one · 
is gone the other way. . 
Q. Now you brought them into the Altavista jail tjrtd _you 
heard them state that what they had told was the truth. They 
did· that, didn't they Y 
A. Yes, sir. . . 
Q. After you got them in the Lynchburg jail, why didii ft 
you leave them alone Y 
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A. If they wanted to tell me the truth I wanted to hear it. 
He said if the other boy would tell the truth he would too. He 
said to bring the other boy around. 
Q. And then you brought them out¥ 
A. They wei~e in the state police office then. Junior Ep-
person was never locked up. Junior Lanier was taken up to 
the Juvenile cell for about 5 minutes. 
Q. Those statements are practically identical, aren't they?· 
They were made together? 
A. Both were talking. 
Q. Did Junior Epperson say this '' .... '' Y Did he ever use 
any one of those words? 
A. No, sir. I told him I wanted him to understand they 
didn't have to answer it . 
. page 154 J- Q. Take statement No. 1 signed by Junior La-
. ni~r. You follow me on that statement until I 
get to ~ word that isn't identical with the other. 
A. I don't doubt they are the same. 
Court: Did you intend when you wrote down those state-
ments there to quote the· witness literally or did you· inten'd 
to give the substance of his statement? 
A. It was my intention to write it as near as I could. 
Q. You don't claim any of those statements is literally what 
he said? 
A. I wouldn't say it is word for word. When I got throug'3. 
I asked them to listen carefully and if there was anything 
wrong in there to tell me and when I got through they told me 
it was correct. 
Q. How long after they signed this was it before they were 
out of jaiH 
A. It was approximately 1%-
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. They gave bond and were turned outf 
A. Yes. They were put on the book at Lynchburg for Camp-
bell, but Junior Lanier wasn't in jail there five minutes and 
the Epperson boy never was._ 
Court: You brought those boys from their homes to Alta-
vista. Did you have a capias for them then? 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Court: Did you tell them you had a capias for them 7 
A. Yes, sir. And tt>ld them to read that over before they 
said a word to me. 
The witness, 
R. V. RORER, 
being :first duly sworn, testified as follows! 
· DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Mr. Rorer, I believe you are a special police officer in the 
County of Pittsylvania? ~ 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Do you live in the same g·eneral community as Junior 
Lanier and Junior Epperson that have testified 
page 155 ~ they .came to your house and made certain state-
ments identical to those made. They testified they 
did it because they were scared or afraid. Did they appear 
to be scared or afraid when· they talked to you? 
Mr. Williams: We object. The boys admitted it. 
Court: Overruled. 
~fr. Williams : Exception. 
Q. Tell the Jury and the Court if you can what day these 
boys canie up there. 
A. It was on the 12th of July between 11 :00 and 12 :00 
o'clock at night and they told me-they came up on the porch 
and I went to the door. They stood there a second or two and 
they said we just came by to tell you we told Mr. Barnes the 
truth and I said you mean what you told them at Altavista 
and .he said no, that wasn't the truth. He said he taken us 
·over to the District Attorney and they told us the same thing 
and said they thoug·ht it was the best to do and I said it is 
always best. 
Q. You are their neighbors and you know the boys 7 
A. Yes. · 
Q . .You hadn't asked them to come! · 
A. No. . , 
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CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Williams: 
Q. How long have you known these two boys? 
A. All their . lives .. 
Q. Thei had never been in any trouble had they Y 
A. No serious trouble. 
Q. They had good reputations in the neighborhood? 
A. The Lanier boy but he throwed eggs on some fellows 
last year. 
Q. He is a juvenile now, isn't heY 
A. He is kin to my wife. 
page 156 } Q. The other boy has a good reputation in that 
community, hasn't he¥ 
A. I never heard anything serious about them. 
Q. You are a law enforcement officer1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you go over there with Mr. Barnes wo:rking on this 
casef · 
A. He came to my house on the Sunday before the 12th. 
Q. Did yon go with him to arrest these boys 7 
A. He asked where Junior Epperson lhred and I said I 
would be glad to show him. They was sitting in the car with 
Bud Slayton, .John Slayton-.. 
Q. And you came with Mr. Barp.es over to the jail with 
those two boys 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You ·didn't go with them to Lynchburg¥ 
·A. No. 
Q. Did you hear· Mr. Barnas call th(! boys a liarf 
A. No. 
Q. Yon heard them tell they had told the truth Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Then what happened Y 
A. Put them in Altavista jail until we could locate Lee Mc-
Daniel. 
page 157 ~ Commonwealth 
'IJ, 
Lloyd Slayton. 
The Court instructs the Jury that if any person to whom 
an oath is lawfully administered. on nny oceasion, wilfully 
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swear falsely on such occasion touching any material matter 
or thing, he is guilty of the crime of perjury. . 
G. 
C. E. B. 
page 158 ~ Commonwealth 
v. 
Lloyd Slayton. 
The Court instructs the Jury that Subornation of Perjury 
consists in the procuring and instigating of another to com-
mit the crime of ,perjury, and is punishable by confinement 
in the penitentiaty not less than one nor more than ten years, 
or, in _the discretion of the Jury by confinement in jail not ex-
ceeding one year or a fine not exceeding $$1,000.00, or both. 




C. E. B. 
-; 
The Court instructs the Jury that as a matter of law in 
considering the case, the Jury are not bound to go beyond the 
evidence to hunt up doubts, nor, must they entertain such 
doubts as ~re merely chimerical or conjectural. A doubt to • 
justify an acquittal must be reasonable and must arise from 
a candid and impartial investigation of all the evidence 'in 
the case, and unless it is such that were the same kind of 
doubt interposed in a graver transaction of life, it would cause 
a reasonable and prudent man to hesitate and pause, it is not 
sufficient to authorize a verdict of not guilty .. If after con-
sidering all the evidence the Jury can say they have an abid-
ing· convictio~ of the truth of the charge, they are satisfied 
beyond a reasonable doubt. . · 
page 160 ~ Commonwealth 
v. 
. Lloyd Slayton. 
G. 
C. E. B. 
The Court instructs the Jury that in determining the weight 
to be given the testimony of the different witnesses in this 
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·case, the Jury are authorized to consider the relationship of 
the witnesses to the party, if the same is proved; their inter-
est, if any, in the result of the case ; their temper, feeling or 
bias, if any has been shown; their demeanor while testifying·; 
their apparent intelligence, and their means of information, 
arid to give such credit to the testimony of such witness as 
under all the circumstances, such witness seems to be entitled 
to. 




C. E. B. 
The Court further instructs the Jury that if you believe 
from the evidence in-this case beyond a reasonable doubt (1) 
that Lloyd Slayton on the occasion in question here procured, 
instigated and secured Shirley Hedrick to swear falsely, and 
(2) that Shirley Hedrick did swear falsely, about a material 
matter on .the trial of said Lloyd Sl&.yton, as alleged in the 
indictment in this case; you should find him guilty and fix his 
punishment within the limits set forth in Instruction #2. 
page 162 ~ A 1. 
· The Court instructs the jury that the burden is on the Com-. 
monwealth to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that Shirley 
Hedrick, in the giving of his evidence in the Trial Justice 
Court of Campbell County, Virginia, wherein the Common-
wealth of Virginia was plaintiff and Lloyd Slayton was de-
fendant, on the. 6th day of July,. 1945, after he had been duly 
sworn by said Court, knowingly and wilfully gave false testi-
·mony as charged in the indictment, and you are further in-
structed that such proof beyond a reasonable doubt can only 
be had against the defendant by two witnesses, or by one wit-
ness and strong. corroborating circumstances, and you are 
further instructed that the evidence of the witness, Shirley 
Hedrick should be received and acted upon .by you with care 
·and caution, and you are the sole judges of what weight should 
be given th his testimony. . · 
(}. 
C. E. B. 
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page 163} B 1. 
The Court instructs the jury that the burden is on the Com-
monwealth to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the de-
fendant, Lloyd• Slayton, wilfully, knowingly and corruptly 
procured and instigated Shirley Hedrick to give false testi-
mony, as charg·ed in the indictment, in the trial of Lloyd Slay-
ton on July 6, 1945, in the Trial Justice Court of Campbel) 
County, Virginia, whereln the Commonwealth of Virginia waE: 
plaintiff and Lloyd Slayton wa.s defendant, and you are fur-
. ther instructed that the evidence alone of the said Shirlel: 
Hedrick may or may not in .your discretion be sufficient to 
establish beyond a reasonable doubt the guilt of the defend-
ant, 11nd you are further instructed that the evid~nce of the 
witness, Shirley Hedrick should be received and acted upon 
by you with care and caution, as is done in cases of a~com-
plices, and you · are the sole judges of what weight should be 
given to his testimony. - · 
G. 
C. E. B. 
page 164} c. 
The Court instructs the Jury that the defendant in this case 
is presumed to be innocent; that this presu~ption of inno-
cence follows him throughout the entire trial and ·applies at 
every stage thereof until repelled by proof which ~liminates 
from the mind of the jury every reasonable hyothesis of in-
nocence ; that there is no burden upon· him to prove that he 
is not guilty, but that the burden at every stage of the trial 
rests upon the Commonwealth to prove his guilt beyond a 
, reasonable doubt; that suspicion that he may be guilty, how .. 
ever strong, or probability that he may be guilty, however 
great, is not sufficient to convict him and even though the 
jury may believe that it is more probable that he is guilty of 
the charge set out in the indictment than that he is not so 
guilty, this is not enough, for before the jury can convict the 
defendant, they must believe from the evidence beyond all 
reasonable doubt tha~ he is guilty as cbarged. 
G. 
C. E. B.. 
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page 165 ~ D. 
The Court instructs the Jury that proof of the good char-
acter of the accused is material evidence just as any other 
evidence. introduced on behalf of the defeiidant. and should 
be conside~d by the jury in determining his g'Uilt or inno-
cence; ~nd if the jury believe from the evidence that the de-
fendant has proved good character and such proof raises a 
reasonable doubt in their minds as to his guilt, the verdict 
should be not guilty. . . 
G. 
C. E. B .. 
page 166 t E. 
The Court instructs the Jury that if upon the whole evi-
dence or lack of evidence there remains in the minds of the 
Jury a:ny reasonable doubt of the guilt of the defendant, the 
verdict should be not guilty. 
G. 
C. E. B. 
page 167} ORDER. 
Circuit C.ourt of the County of CampbeII, on .Wednesday,. 
the 17th day of October, in the year of Our Lord One Thou-
sand Nine Hundred and Forty-five and in the One Hundred 
and- Seventieth year of the Commonwealth. 
Present: The Hon. Charles E. Burks, Judge. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
v. 
Junior Epperson. 
UPON AN INDICTMENT FOR PERJURY. 
This day came the attorney for the Commonwealth, as well 
as the accused and his attorneys, and said Junio.r Epperson 
being arraigned, pleaded not guilty as charged in the indict-
ment; and thereupon came a jury of twelve, summoned and 
selected as provided by law, to-wit : (Here the names of the 
jurors appear of record), who were sworn to try the issue 
joined and the truth and upon the premises to speak, and · 
having heard the evidence and argument of counsel, retired 
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to their room to consider their verdict, and after some time 
returned into 'Court and rendered the following verdict: ''We, 
the jury find the defendant guilty as charged in the indict-
. ment and fix his punishment at confinement in the County 
Jail for one year. (Signed) Leigh Ballenberg, Foreman." 
And thereupon the defendant or his attorneys moved the 
Court to set aside the verdict of the jury on the ground that 
the same is contrary to the law and the evidence and grant 
him a new trial herein, which motion was overruled by the 
Court, and to the action of the Court in overruling saicl mo-
tion, the said defendant excepted. And thereupon it being 
demanded of said Junior Epperson if anything for himselr he 
had or knew. to say why the Court should not proceed to pro. 
nounce judgment against him according to law-, 
page 168 ~ and nothing being offered or alleged in delay 
thereof, it is therefore ordered that said Junior 
Epperson be and he is hereby sentenced to confinement in 
Campbell County Jail for a term of one year, the period by 
the jury in }heir verdict ascertained; and it is further order~d 
that said term of one year shall be served on the State Con ... 
vict Road force if the defendant is physically fit for road 
work, but if not then on the State Farm for defective mis-
demeanants. 
It is ordered that execution of said sentence be suspended 
until November 1, 1945. · 
Note: The accused did not appeal from the judgment and 
the execution was suspended till November 1, 1945, to give 
him time to make arrangements to beg.in serving his sentence 
on that date. 
C. E. B. 
page 169 ~. Virg'inia : 
In the Circuit Court of Campbell County. 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
'IJ. 
Junior Epperson. 
UPON AN INDICTMENT FOR PERJURY. 
11 f L 
Stenographic report of all of the testimony, together with 
all the motions, objections and exceptions on the part of the 
respective parties, the action of the Court in respect thereto, 
an.d all other incidents of the trial of the above styled case-
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tried in the Circuit Court of Campbell County, Virginia, on 
Octo.ber 17, 1945; before Honorable Charles .E. Burks, Judge 
of the Sixth Jud_icial Circuit Court of the State of Virginia.· 
Present: Hon. S. J. Thompson, Commonwealth's Attorney 
fo;r Campbell County, for the Commonwealth. Carter & Wil-
liams, of Danville, Virginia, and Stowers & Stowers, of Alta .. 
vista, Vfrginia, for the defendant. 
The jury was examined on the voi·r dire; and was selected 
and sworn and the witnesses for the Commonwealth and for 
the defendant were called into the presence of the Court and 
also sworn. 
Hon. S. J. Thompson, Commonwealth's Attorney, stated 
the case for the Commonwealth and Sam C. Stowers, Esq., 
of counsel for the defendant, stated the case for the defend-
ant. · 
It fa agreed by counsel for the accused and the Common-
wealth's Attorney that the permit of Lloyd E. Slayton to op-
erate an automobile in the State of Virginia was revoked 
February 2, 1945, and at the time of his arrest on June 23, 
1945, for driving an automobile while his permit remained 
revoked, said permit at that time did remain revoked. 
page 170 ~ The first witness for the Commonwealth, 
l\IR. J. H. BARNES: 
By S. J. Thompson : 
, Q. Mr. Barnes., did you testify as a witness in the case of 
Commonwealth against Lloyd Slayton in the Trial Justice 
Court of Campbell County on July 6, 1945~ 
A. Yes. 
· Q. I want you to g·o ahead and tell the Jury the fa~ts of 
that case as related on July 6, 1945. 
A. It was on the 23rd day of ,June, 1945., I was heading to 
Sycamore, Virginia, which is south of Altavista on Route 29, 
to serve a warrant for the Town of Altavista. I got to Hurt 
and met a car and recognized the drivel' as being Lloyd Slay-
ton. I was positive it was him. There wa~ no que~tion about 
it. For that reason, I turned around immediately and fol-
lowed I1ii;n to Altavista. I caught up rigllt behind him almost. 
He turned off to the left at the street that turns at the end 
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of the Staunton River Bridg·e near the service station of 
Hamp Owen. He went up one block to the left and turned to 
the right on Seventh Street and ·went on Seventh Street out 
to Broad Street. ·when he got to Broad Street I was right 
up behind him against his bmnper and watched bim to. see 
tbat he didn't change drivers. He turned into Broad Street 
and went down and parked in front of Clanton's Drug Store 
and parked on an angle. I p.nlled in right beside him, to .the 
left side, where I could look right at the driver under the 
wheel. Mr. Slayton was right under the wheel. When he got 
out he came out from under the wheel and I called him as soon 
as he hit the ground. He came on and got in my car and I 
went down and pulled into a parking place further down and· 
started to write a summons. All the time I was writing the 
summons-or rather the report--he was begging me not to 
charge him with this charge. I asked him why he drove the 
car when I felt sure some of them in the car had a drivers 
license and he told me that all of them were drinking and he 
just didn't want to get hfa car tore up. When he found out 
he wasn't going to out-talk me he seemed to get riled up and 
he said, "You didn't see me driving" and started to jump 
out of the car, and I said, "If that's the way you feel about 
it, I had better put you under bond''. I started with him 
to the jail and he said he wanted to call bis father to go his 
bond. I turned around and took him back to Altavista to 
Police Headquarters where he called his father, and his father 
came in five or ten minutes and bonded him out. He told the 
Mayor-Mr. Fitzgerald-th~t he didn't know why he drove. 
'( Counsel for defendant objects to this-as hearsay.) 
Mr. Thompson: It was introduced in the Trial Justic~ 
Court and I think it was testified by Lloyd Slayton, and I 
think we are entitled to show that Lloy~ Slayton was driving 
the automobile. 
Court: You are entitled to sl10w that Lloyd was driving 
on June 23. Any statement to show that he was driving is 
pertinent evidence. 
(Counsel for defendant excepts.) 
JJage 171} · A. Mr. Fitzgerald asked him when he was writ-
ing out the bond why he drove the automobile and 
he said he didn't know;_ thn t he just drove it from home over 
to Altavista. 
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By Mr. Stowers : 
Q. Didn't you ask :Mr. Fitzgerald to come clown here to 
testify to that and didn't he tell you he didn't remember thatt 
A. I went over to see M1~. Fitzgerald on the 6th oi July, and 
he said he did remember it and I asked him if he would testify 
and he said he would. He was summoned to appear and he 
said he couldn't remember for sure wl1ether he said that or 
not. 
( Counsel for Defendant objects.) 
Court : Objection overruled. 
( Counsel for defendant excepts.) 
. Court: Mr. Barnes~ you may go ahead and testify to what 
Lloyd E. Slayton said to Mayor Fitzgerald in your presence .. 
A. Mr .. Fitzgerald was writing out the bond in his office in 
Altavista and he asked Mr. Slayton why he drove when he 
knew his license was revoked and he told Mayor Fitzgerald 
that he didn't know why he drove it; that he just drove it 
from home over to Altavista-. It is about five miles from Mot-
ley to Altavista. \Vhen the case came to Court on the 6th of 
July,.I didn't summons any witnesses at that time because I 
had no idea that there 'Yas any question about it. When I 
g·ot here we were all sworn by Judge Overbey before we testi-
fied .. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q • .Among those sworn, was Junior Epperson sworn by 
Judge Overbey! 
A. Yes,. sir. They all testified that I wa3 sont{) distance 
behind him and that I didn't get there until about two min-
ut~a at least after they had stopped the car and that Uoyd 
Slayton got out of the back seat and that Lee Carter ,vas driv-
ing and that he had to raise up for Lloyd Slayton to get out .. 
Q. What did Epperson testify on that occasion? 
A. He said he was standing in front of the W estern-A.uto 
Supply Company- and that he saw Lloyd Slayton get out of 
the back seat and that he saw Lee Carter driving and that it 
was two minutes before I got there. I didn't remember see-
ing them there. It could have been possible that they were 
there, but I didn't see them there at the time. · 
Q. Did Mr. Epperson testify at that time that l1e knew that 
Lloyd Sl~yton was not driving the cart 
A. Yes, sir. 
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page 172 ~ Q. 'All right, sir. Now, has J'tmior }~pperson 
r • · since that time made a different statement? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. · All right, will you please tell the jury the circumstances 
under which these statements were made ancl what statements 
were madeY · 
A. On the· 9th of July, which was the following Monday, the 
first day· of the July Term of- th.e Circuit Court, they were in-
dicted on a charge of perjury. ·· . . · 
Q. Was Junior Epperson indicted Y · ' · 
A. Yes, sir. Junior Epperson was indicted for perjury. I 
was given the ca,piases around noon to arrest these witnesses. 
I went over to Grit-tl1at is about ·five miles east of Altavista 
:-to Mr. Rorer 's home., the County Officer of Pittsylvania 
County, who knows where all the people live over ·there. He 
went with me to arrest Junior Epp~rson and another boy. 
. Q. Who was the other boy? . 
A. Junior Lanier, who was a]so indicted, and I lrnd a capias 
for him; too. · "\Ve brought them on over to Altavista. When 
we got to Altavista I brought them to the Municipal Building 
there and talked to them and asked them to tell me the truth 
about it. I told them what they were ·charged with. I told 
them, '' I don't want you to think I am trying to pull ·any~ 
thing on you", and told them to read the capiases, and they 
~aid, ''We told you the truth the first time,'' and I told them; 
"All right", and I took_tbem around to the jail while I looked 
for Lee McDaniel. , 
Q. Who is Lee McDaniel Y . · 
: .A. He was one of tho other witnesses for whom I also had 
a capias. He had been inclicfed,-~Lee McDaniel. 
' · Q. Lee McDaniel was another one of the defendants who 
bad been indicted on the 9th? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And ·you left :these boys at the Altavista Jail while you 
went to look for him? · . · · · . ; · , 
A. Yes. I took lvlr. Rorer home, and I came back and got 
them., and their attitude didn't look so good to me ·so I put 
handcuffs on them-one oi:1 each one, and I started to Lynch-
burg with them. . I didn't want them to run. They were both 
charged with a felony, and it was my duty to bring them to 
jail safely .. ,vhen.I got to Lynchburg and brought them into 
th~ Police Headquarters the man was writirrg up his record on 
Junior Lanier and he started on upstairs with him, because 
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he was under eighteen and they keep them sepa-
page 173 ~ rate from the older ones. I asked Junior Epper-
. sou to come around to the office for just a minute 
while the man was writing· that up. ·when I g·ot around there 
I asked him if he didn't want to tell the truth, and he said 
that they had talked it over while in Altavista and that they 
had decided they would. He said jf ,T unior Lanier would he 
would. So I brought him around there and they told me 
everything about it. 
Q. All right, what did they say in that statement? 
A. They told me that they were somewhere around Alta-. 
vista that day but that they were not up on the street and 
didn't see him (Lloyd Slayton) and didn't know anything 
about it until the following· Saturday when they went over to 
Mr. Slayton 's place on Saturday, and they asked them if they 
would testify. I asked them if the would not go down to the 
Commonwealth's Attornev and tell him what thev had told 
me and they said they wo"uld. I never saw such a"' change in 
anybody after they told me about it. They made the same 
statement to Mr. Thompson as they had to me. I started back 
to Lynchburg to take them back to jail and I met Mr. ,T. L. 
Slayton-the father of l.Jloyd Slayton-and one or two more 
people. 
Q. Was Lee McDaniel with him Y 
A. Yes. They were coming into Rusthurg, SC> I stopped 
here to see if Lee McDaniel was here. I had to find him, too. 
When I got here Mr. Slayton offered to go these boys bond. 
They told me they didn't want him fo go their bond and I 
started back and. Mr. Slayton went and talked to them and 
they came back to Mr. RusseH 's· office and he went their bond 
and took them on back with him. 
Court: Who was placed on their bond at that time?-
J unior Epperson, Junior Lanier and Lee McDanieH 
Mr. Barnes: Yes, sir. 
Court: ··who went their bond? 
Mr. Barnes: Mr. Slayton or the man be broug·ht as a bonds-
man, one or the other. · 
Court: In other words, .Junior Lanier and ,Junior Epper-
son were both bonded by Mr. ,J. L. Slayton Y 
Mr. Barnes : Yes, sir. · 
Court: Did this young man, Junior Epperson~ admit to 
you that he had testified falsely in the Trial Justice Court Y 
Mr. Barnes: Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Stowers: . 
Q. You say that Mr. Slayton bonded theBe boys? 
A. Either Mr. Slayton or the bondsman that he brought 
with him that represented some bonding company. 
Q. Who bonded I{edrick? · 
page 174 ~ A. Mr. Hedrick was recognized in the, Court · 
here on Monday, the 9th, when he was summoned 
here to testified before the Grand Jury. 
Q. He hasn't any bond? 
A. I don't know about that, but the capias I had for him · 
was served right here in the Courtroom. 
Q. You. understand tba t he is on his own recognizance, 
don't you, Mr. Barnes¥ · 
A. I understand he was recognized here on a $1,000.00 b.ond 
to- appear here. 
Q. That's alH 
A. Yes. 
Q. Mr. Barnes, you testified that your bumper ,vas right 
up against ·the bumper on Lloyd Slayton's car. You have 
never testified that you were that close to them in any other 
trial, have you 7 · 
A. I don't mean the bumper was right up against them. 
Q. Lee Carter and Lloyd Slayton are about the same size 
and wore about the same clothes that day, didn't they? 
A. I don't remember exactly, but they don't look alike to 
me . 
. Q. How fast were you going that day? 
A. I reckon 30 or 35. Maybe faster. 
Q. How fast were they going? . 
A. About the same speed, or maybe more. 
Q. And you passed each other f 
A. Yes. 
Q. On the 6th day of July you have told what all these other 
boys have sworn. Now what did Hedrick swear? 
A. The same thing they did. 
Q. That Lee Carter was driving the automobile and that 
Lloyd Slayton was in the automobile f 
A. Yes. 
Q. Well, now., all these witnesse~ that I have 
page 175 ~ named,--Lloyd Slayton, Lee Cart.er, Lee Mc-
Daniel, Junior Epperson, Junior Lanier and Hed-
rick, all swore that? 
A. Yes. 
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A. Yes.· 
Q: Then what did the Court sayf · 
A; They continued it for one week .. 
Q: For. what purpose t· 
A; It was my understanding to get further· evidence. 
· · Q~. Fo'!· you to get further··evidence, Mr. Barnes. And you 
toJd.them· you could get the further evidence Y 
A. Yes. 
Q: And· he continued it for a week 1 
A. Yes.. · ; 
Q. · And ypu :went to get further evidence and you couldn't 
get it! \ · · ·. · · · 
.!.. I got further evidence. 
Q. From whom t 
A. The same boys. . 
Q. Didn '.t you tell the Court that you did have other evi-
dence! ·. \ · 
A; I tbld-him I thought so. 
{ Q. ·And. then you went to Pittsylvania and got on these 
boys! · · · 1 
··A. I didn'fget·on the boys. I arrested them. I was trying 
to get them to tell .the truth. · :· · 
Q. :Why w;e~~ y~u so .. anx.~ous for t~~~e ~oys to change their 
statements I·· ~ · ·. · · · -
· A. ·Jus.t beca~se I was positive there wasn't any doubt that 
they were telling·it wrong. I knew this was the ~an driving. 
I •recognized -him.· . . .· . · 
Q. And you ·wanted them tQ tell the same think you did? 
. A. I want'ed them to tell the truth aboµt it .. 
·. Q. And as qufok as they did tell it the way· ·yon wanted 
them to t~ll it; you brought them to see Mr. Thompson Y 
· A. Yes. · · 1 • 
page 176 ~ Q; In the:daytime or nighttime! 
· · . ·. · ~ A. Daytime. · · : 
Q.- Of co_nrse, you didn't ·have the handcuffs on them then Y 
i. No. I didn't think it was necessary. 
Q. Not at that time? . Q~ No. : . . . . 1 . 
Q. 'Y]iere ~as Lee Ca.r:ter when you got.to ,Altavista? 
: . Court:. At. the. time you say yon. taiked to Hedrick, ;did· t 
understand that .that was on the same date of the trial before 
the Trial 'Justice? -~ · 
Mr. Barnes: Yes. 
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Court: ,vas he under indictment at that time? 
Mr. Barnes: No. I just met him on the road and talked to 
him. 
Court: Is he under indictment now? 
l\Ir. Barnes : Yes. 
Court: Did he tell vou that he had toltl a falsehood about 
it? " 
J\Ir. Barnes : Yes. 
· Court : Did he tell you tl1ese other boys had t?ld a false-
hood about it 2 
Mr. Barnes: Yes. He told me where these boys were at 
the time. · 
Q. Mr. Barnes, where were these boys 7 
A. I don't know. I didn't see them. 
Q. They were in Altavista, weren't they f 
A. They say they were. I didn't see them. I don't know. 
Q. Now, you say that was the same afternoon, Mr. Barnes, 
on July 6, when you went to see Hedrick? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You left the courtroom then and went right straight into 
Pittsylvania to find Hedrick? 
pag·e 177 ~ A. No. I left the Courtr·oom and went to Lvnch-
burg and then I went to Hurt, I believe it was, if 
E ain not mistaken, and talked to J\fr. Rorer and went looking 
for a boy by the name of Roosevelt Robinson. He wasn't 
here as a witness. I haven't been able to locate him. ,Vhile 
I was looking for him I met Shirley Hedrick on the road, and 
he got in the car and I talked to ]1im. 
( Counsel for defendant objects to any statement that Shir-
ley Hedrick made to Mr. Barnes unless the defendant who is 
now on trial was present at the time.) 
1\fr. Thompson: If your honor please, I think Mr. Stowers 
is entirely correct except that the other Mr. Stowers has 
brought this out himself. I don't believe he can object when 
he brings this out himself. 
F. W. Stowers: There is no conspiracy charge here and vre 
renew our objection to that hearsay evidence. 
Court: Gentlemen of the Jury, you will disregard RIJf' 
statement made by the witness as to what any other witness 
said unless Junior Epperson was present. · 
Q. Now, Mr. Barnes, I don't want to annoy you, but I un-
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clerstood you to testify here in Court in another trial that when 
you were asked this question about looking for Hedrick that 
you stated that you were over there investigating an auto-
mobile wreck or something of that kind. Did you testify to· 
that or not? 
.A. No, sir.· . 
Q. Well, now, when you saw Hedrick what did. you say to 
him? 
Court: When was thaU When are you talking about¥ 
Mr. Stowers: I am talking about what inducement did he 
make to Hedrick to get him to change his statement. 
Court: On the 6th of Julv? . 
Mr. Stowers: Yes. · 
A. I asked him to get in the car with me and I asked him 
why he came over here and testified to and made the state-
ments that he did make. That I knew who was driving the 
car, and he said, "I don't know. I didn't want to come qver 
here. I was working for the highway department and I was 
on a truck and they stopped the truck and asked my foreman 
if I could get off and go to Court''. 
F. W. Sto~ers: Defendant objects to that as hearsay evi-
dence. 
Court: Gentlemen, when you lay down the fence if strange 
cattle come through there isn't anything you can do about it. 
F. W. Stowers: We object to the statement of voluntary 
evidence of which the witness was· not asked. 
page 178 ~ Court: You. will disregard the voluntary state-
ment made by the witness. 
Q. Mr. Barnes, didn't you tell him that he might get off 
lighter if he would change his statement? 
A. He wasn't charged with anything then. 
Q. Didn~t you tell him that! · 
A. No. I don't remember telling him anything like that. 
Q. Didn't you hear him testify at the other trial the other 
day that you did tell him thaU 
A. I told him, if I can remember, that-I don't remember 
everything I said to him-I told him that the truth was the 
only thing in the world to tell about everything-. I don.'t 
know as I promised him anything. . 
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A. I might have told him that. I might have. 
Q. Didn't you get him to change his state~ent T 
A. Yes. 
Court: Did you offer him anything to change it 7 
· Mr. Barnes : No. 
Court : Did anyone know he swore falsely Y 
Mr. Barnes : I did. 
~fr. Stowers: We object to that statement and move to 
strike it from the record. 
Court: The Court is of the opinion that it is relevant to 
the issue here and admissible. 
Mr. Stowers: "\Ve except.· 
Court: The jury will decide that. You are not· testifying, 
Mr. Stowers. 
Mr. Stowers : If Your Honor please, in all due respects to 
the Court and to the Jury, I don't think one witness has the 
right to say another man ]ms told a lie. I object to that state-
ment by Mr. Barnes that Mr. Hedrick told a lie on that trial. 
Court: Objection overruled. 
Mr. Stowers: ·we except. 
page 179 } . Q. When you went to the home of the Lanier 
· boy and the Epperson .boy I believe you stated 
that you got them in the car and took them to Altavista? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You tried all along to g·et them to change their story, 
didn't you? . . · 
A. No. I don't know as I tried to get them to change it. 
· I just talked to them. 
Q. Didn't the father of Lanier tell you that he would like 
to bond his boy over there in Pittsylvania County and didn't 
you tell him if he wanted to see the boys to come to Rustburg 
on Friday? 
A. No, sir. Let me see. I told Mr. Lanier that if he wanted 
to bond him that it being a capias from the Circuit Court that 
be would have to come before tl1e Trial Justice or the Bail 
Commissioner and would have to come to Rustburg to do that, 
and I told him to come on over and I would meet him over . 
here. 
Q. It was on Wednesday when you ar:tested this boy, wasn't 
iU -
A. Tuesday. 
Q. Didn't you ten the man to come to Rustburg Friday and 
he ~ould see him? 
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A. No. I told him he would have to come to Rust burg to 
get him out of jail. That he would have to come before the 
'rrial Justice or the Bail Commissioner. , 
Q.- Mr. Barnes, when you brought these boys from Alta-
vista and before you started to Lynchburg, clidn 't they tell 
you, '\yhen-you asked them, that they had told the truth about 
it, and didn't you say, ''I have heard that damn lie once and 
don't want to hear it again"! -. . 
A. No. I told them I had heard that, that I knew it wasn't 
right, and if that was all they were going to say just not to 
say anything. That I didn't wa~t to hear it ag·ain. 
Q. Didn't you put them back in jail in Altavista after they 
said that! 
A. Yes. I put them in there for the first time then. I put 
one in and brought the other one out and talked to him and 
then I put him back in jail and brought -the other one out and 
talked to him. I don't know which one that was. 
The next witness for the Commonwealth, 
MR. SHIRLEY HEDRICK: 
By Mr. Thompson: . 
Q. Your name is Shirley Hedrick! 
page 180 ~ A. That's right. 
Q. Where do you live f 
A. Motley, Pittsylvania County. . 
Q. Mr. Hedrick, did you appear in the Trial Justice Court 
of Campbell County on the 6th day of July, 1945, as a wit-
ness for Lloyd E. Slayton t 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did Junior Epperson appear as a witness for Mr. Slay-
tonf 
A. Yes. 
Q. Will you please tell the Court and the Jurv wliat Mr. 
Epper_son testified to on that occasion Y .. 
A. That Lloyd Slayton wasn't driving the car and that he 
. (pointing to Lee Carter) was driving it. 
Q. Who did he say was driving? 
A. He said that-I forgot what is name is--a boy from Dan-
ville-was driving tbe car. · . 
Q. Lee Carter Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. And that Bud (Lloyd) Slayton was not driving? 
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A. Yes. 
Q. I want to ask you if you were in Lloyd Slayton 's car on 
the 23rd day of JuneY 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where did you get ·in the car? 
A. At Motley. 
Q. Did you ride all the way from :Motley to Altavista Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who was driving? 
A. Lloyd Slayton. 
Q. Was Lee Carter driving T 
A. No. He was in the back seat. 
page 181 ~ Q. All right, sir. Now, you are positive about 
that? 
A. Yes. Because I was in the middle in the front seat., my-
self. 
Court: Who was in the front seaU 
:M:r. Hedrick : There was three in the front and three in the 
back. In the front was me and Roy Bibee. 
Q. Roy Bibee and you, and who was driving? 
A. Bud. ( Lloyd Slayton) 
Q. So you tliree were in the front seat? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Wbo was in the back seat¥ 
A. Lee Carter, be was in the back seat, and Lee McDaniel 
and Roosevelt Ro bins on. 
Q. Roosevelt Robinson, Lee Carter and Lee McDaniel in 
the back seat? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now; Mr. Hedrick, did you testify in the Trial Justice 
Court of Campbell County, on the 6th of July, that Lloyd 
Slayton was driving the car? rrhat is, when you were here 
at the first trial? 
A~ Yes. . 
Q. Di~ you testify to that at the next trial Y 
A. No. I said he wasn't driving. 
Q. Did you testify that Lee Carter was driving at the first 
trialY 
.A. Yes. 
Q. Just as Junior Epperson testified 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Was your testimony the same as Junior Epperson 's Y 
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A. Yes. I guess it was. 
Q. Will you tell the jury why you are testifying different 
today from what you did on the 6th of JulyY 
A. The only reason I know is because I went home and my 
mother told me I had better tell the truth about the thing, that 
it would be better on me to tell the truth than to lie about 
it. 
page 182 ~ Q. Who told you thatY 
A. 1\fy mother. 
Q. Your mother and father? 
A. Yes. 
Q. When did you tell anyone else that you had told a false-
hood f 
A. Nobody but them. 
Q. Who was the next person you told? 
A. I went back to Motley the same day and I sa~ Mr. 
Barnes on the road and he called me over and asked me 
about it. 
Q. Did you voluntarily tell Mr. Barnes that you had told a 
falsehood and wanted to tell the truth T 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did he off er any inducement f 
A. No. 
Q. Were you under bond at that time? 
A. No. 
Q. And you tell the Jury and l\fr. Barnes that you volun-
tarily tell the truth about this matter? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Were all the ,vitnesses sworn by Judge vV. H. Overbey, 
the Trial Justice, on .the 6th day of July, when you testified 
hereY 
A. I think so. 
Mr. Stowers: Shirley~ what time in the day was it that yori 
saw Mr. BarnesY 
A. I don't know. It '\\IDS late that evening. I had done been 
home and was going back down to Motley. 
Q. When you saw Mr. Barnes he got you in his car, didn't 
he? 
A. That's right. 
Q. And he told you to change your story, didn't be! 
A. He didn't tell me to change it. 
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}Jag-e 183} Q. ·what did he tell you? 
A.. He asked me · who was driving and. I told 
him. 
Q. Mr. Barnes states that he thinks that he told you some-
think like it might have been better for you to ,change it. Did 
he tell you thaU 
A. No. I don't remember. He didn't tell me that. 
Q. Didn't he tell you you mig·ht be indicted Y 
A. I don't remembP.r. I don't know, myself. 
Q. Where is your mother? 
A. She is at home. • 
Q. Now, you say you had been at home before you mefMr. 
Barnes? 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long hael you been at·home? 
A. I don't know exactly how long I had. been up there. 
Q. What did you tell your mother and father when you 
went in? 
A. They asked me what I told. 
Q. What did they ask you that fort 
A. I don't know why they asked. 
Q. How long was it after Tuesday until you were indicted, 
or were you already indicted? 
A. I-don't know. 
Court: Whv did vou te11 a falsehood about it on Julv 6Y 
Mr. Hedrick: Th~y just kept on after me to come· np here. 
John and Lloyd Slayton came after me up at the house. I 
told tl1em ·1 didn't want to lmve anything to clo witli it and 
they told me to come on down here and tell that. 
Court: Did they tell you to testify to the facts that you 
dicl testify to? 
Mr. Hedrick: Yes. 
Court : Did they tell you to testify to the fact that Lee 
Carter was driving? 
Mr. Hedrick: Yes, sir. 
page 184 ~ Q. ·what has been said to you since that time 
about whether or not you might get off lighter if 
you testified that he wasn't drivingY 
· A. Nothing. 
Q. .Are you under any bond? 
A. I don't know anything about it. 
Q. Are all the rest of you under bond f 
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A. I don't know. 
Q. You testified at the trial the other day that Mr. Barnes 
told you that it might be better on you to change your story, 
didn't you1 
A. If I did, I don't remember anything about it. 
Q. Didn't you hear me read from that writing the other 
day and you admitted it was truet 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Shirley, were you drinking pretty lively that day T 
A. I was drinking· some. 
Q. ·While you were in the cart 
A. Yes. • 
Q. Pretty full? 
A. Yes. I knew what I was doing. I could walk. 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Were the rest of the occupants of the car drinking also f 
A. Yes. The whole bunch. 
Mr. Stowers: 
Q. Who was the drunkest f 
A. I don't know. 
Q. You tell this Jury that Lloyd Slayton was drinking t 
A. I could smell it on them all. . 
Q. I didn't know a drunk man could smell it on anyone 
else. 
page 185 ~ A. Well, I could see them. I could tell they 
were drinking. 
Q. Were all the rest drinking Y 
· A. Yes. 
Court: Was Lee Carter drinking! 
Mr. Hedrick: Yes. 
The next witness for the Commonwealth, 
R. V.RORER: 
By S. J. Thompson: 
Q. Where do you live f 
A. At Hurt. About five miles east of Altavista on Route I. 
Q. What is your official position over there in Pittsylvania 
County? 
A. C~unty Police. 
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Q. Do you know J 1rnior )nppersQn a:qd J 1,miqr Lanier? 
A. Yes. 
Q. They live in your community? 
A. Yes. . 
Q. I want you to tell this Jury and the Court whether or 
not Junior ]Dpporson aµcl J imipr Lfl:nier came to your pl~ce 
subsequent.to Jul~ 6 and told you abqut their t~s~imQ:µy p~-
fore the T1,1al JustlceY · 
A. Yes. They qicl. 
Q. Just tell the J 1n-y wliat they told you. 
A. On the night of July 12, ]?etwceµ the- hour& of H :QQ 
and 12. ;00, thoy came to my ho~e ~nd wok~ me ~n ailcl I w~nt 
to the door. They said they had come by to tell me that they 
had told Iv.lr, J:larnes th~ truth. l s&i4 ''You mean whp.t Y9l1 
told in 4\-lta vii:;ta was p.ot tb,p truth Y "., anµ they said "No". 
I asked them when tll~y lf}arned ab9ut Lloyd,Slayton's tronbl~ 
and they s~id th~ following Saturtlµy. That'~ wh~t they ~aid. 
They didn't know anything about it until the following Sa~... -
urday. They sAid they w~re p.ot in 'fown that day. Tlley 
said they diclµ 't see Bud Slayton in town~ They said Slijyt<m 
had persuaded them to tell what they did. 
Q. Did this.boy, Junior Lanier, and Jupi9r Epperson tell 
you they had testified falsely before 1 
A. Yes. 
page 186. ~ They told me after they got to Lynchburg that 
· they decid~d to tell Mr. Bnnies the trnth apq w~nt 
to Hustburg and went to f:iOe the Comm~nwea.lth 's .4ttnrnf3y. 
1fr. Stowers: 
Q. Mr. Rorer, tliat was after they bad been in :Lyncbl}ur,gY 
A. Yes. . , 
Q. You say these boys told you they weren't even in ~ltf!,-
vista that day? 
A. Yes. May]?e during the day, but not at that time. 
Q. Have you learned sine~ thtt.t tjme th~t th~y w~re tbf3re? 
A. No. 
Q. What time was it that they came to your place? 
A. Between 11 :00 and 12 :00 in the night. 
Q. Do you know what caused them to do that¥ 
A. They said they wanted to tell tl1c truth. 
Q. You had been riding around with Mr. Barnes several 
days before that, hadn't you? 
A. Yes. I had been looking for Lee :McDaniel with him. 
We had the capiases. 
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Q. Junior Epperson and Junior Lanier live over there 
near you, do they? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They work on the farm f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They were working on the farm the day that Mr. Barnes 
got them, .weren't they? 
A. They were sitting in the car talking to Lee Carter, Bud 
Slayton and Lee McDaniel when we got there. 
Q. At that particular moment, but I mean during the day 
at what work were they engaged! 
A. They was in 'the car at the time they were arrested . 
. 
page 187} Court: Do you know what date that was? 
. . Mr. Rorer: On Tuesday before the 12th. The 
12th was on Thµrsday. It was on the 10th. 
Court: It was on the occasion that Mr. Barnes went down 
to arrest them f 
Mr. Rorer: Yes. Mr. Barnes asked me where thev lived 
and I said, ''I can show you better than I can tell yori", and 
so I went with him down there. 
Court: And when you got there they were in the car talk-
. ing with Epperson and Lanier! 
Mr. Rorer: Yes. 
Q. Mr. Rorer, do you know whether or not Slayton had gone 
over ·to tell them that they were indicted! 
A. No. I don't know. 
Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Who was in the cart Bud ·Slayton., Lee McDaniel and 
Lee Carter? 
A. Yes. 
The next witness, for the Commonwealth, 
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JESS DALTON: 
By Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Mr. Dalton, whe1·e do you live t 
A. At Hurt. 
· Q. What is your occupation 2 
.li. Farmer 2 · 
Q. I will ask you whether or not on the 28rd day of June, 
the date on which Lloyd Slayton was arrested., whether or 
not you saw Lloyd Slayton on that dayf 
A. Yes. I happened to walk up to the crossing at Hurt, 
near John Hurt's office, and the car was coming down the 
road.· Mr. Slayton-I judged it was him by the ear-was 
coming down the road, '$0 I stopped and as he went by I recog'."' 
nized him as. being Mr. Bud Slayton. 
Q .. Is that Lloyd Slaytonr 
A. Yes. 
. Q. Was he driving? 
page 188} A. He was under the wheel at that time. As he 
passed, Mr. Barnes was c·oming over the hill and 
followed him. · . 
Q. There is no question but what Slayton was driving at 
that time7 
A. Yes. He was driving at that time. 
Mr. Stowers: 
Q. How long have you been knowing him (Lloyd Slayton) t 
A. I have been knowing him months and years. I ha'9'en't 
been around him very much. 
Q. How fast were they going at that time? 
A. I couldn't say just how fast. I imagine 35. 
Q. Didn't you see Lee Carter 1 
A. No. I didn't pay any attention ... I was just standing 
theFe on the road. 
Q. Who else was in the car? 
A. I couldn't tell you. 
Q. Did you recognize anyone else in the car except him? 
A. I didn't pay any attention. I always notice the driver 
of a car. . 
Q. You say you drove up there? 
A. No. I walked up there. 
Q. Where were you standing? 
A. Right near the crossing right below John Hurt's office. 
I was going up to his office. · 
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Court: How many years have you been knowing Lloyd 
Slaytonf 
Mr. Dalton: I couldn't s~y. Two, three or four,. I have 
just seen him for the last two years. He stays over with his 
father sometimes and sometimes he is gone-: 
Goud: You live in the neighborhood there f 
· Mr. Dalton: Yes. 
page 189 ~ Mr .. Stowers: 
Q. He has not bee~ at home much lately, has he! 
A. I don't know .. 
Court: It is agreed by counsel for th~ acc-qsed and the 
Commonwealth that the oath administered to the accu~ed,. 
· Junior Epperson, to testify on July 6, 1945, in the Trhd Jus-
tice Court in the case of Commonwealth of Virginia against 
Lloyd E .. Slayton was adminfotered by Trial Justice W. H. 
Overbey and that W. H. Overb~y1 the Tri~l Justice, was au-
thorized and empowered t9 administer the oath.. 
The witness, 
LEE CARTER, 
for the defendant: 
:By Mr, Stow~r~: 
Q. What is your business, Leef 
· A. Tobacco bnsiness, I am foreman of P. Lorillard ·rro-
bacco Comptiny Danville, Virginia.· 
Q. How long have you heel). ·working there f 
Ar Since ME.trcb. 
Q. What did yon do before that 1 
A. I was in the army before tha.t. 
Q. Do you know Lloyd Slayton! 
A. Ye$r 
Q. llow long have you known him? 
A. Since around toward the last of February or the first of 
:M:arch. · 
Q. How did you become acquainted with hiin 1 
A. Talking to him in a danc~ ·hall near Alta.vista, I became . 
acquainted with bjm, :a~ aaked me what I was doing, and J 
told· him nothing, and he asked me i~ I woµld care to go to 
work for P. Lorillard. I took him up and he talked' to this 
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Superintendent, Mr. Lindsay, and he was in favor of hiring 
me. I bad a chauffeur's license. That's one reason I got the 
job. He (Lloyd Slayton) asked me to do a lot of his driving 
for him. 
page 190 ~ Mr. Thompson: I object to his going ahead and 
telling a lot of immaterial evidence. 
Court: That is· unnecessary. Just tell what is material, 
Mr. Carter. 
Q. Have you been driving with Lloyd Slayton since that 
time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, on June 23, I believe it was, you heard Mr. Barnes 
testify in this case in regard to who was driving the automo-
bile when you reac:J}ed Altavista and before you reached Alta-
vista-between Motley and Altavista. Now, who was driving 
that automobile? 
A. I was. (J. You were driving the automobile? 
A. Yes.· 
Q. Do you remember of meeting Mr. Barnes 1 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. Do you remember of seeing anybody on the side of the 
road standing at Hurtt 
A. Not that I remember. No. 
•Q. Who was in that car Y 
A. Roosevelt Robinson and myself, Mr. Slayto11, Mr. Hed-
rick, and Mr. McDaniel. -
Q. Five of you? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Lloyd Slayton you mean Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. How were you seated in that car 1 
A. I was driving the car, Mr. Robinson wa·s in the front 
seat with me. Mr. Lloyd Slayton was on the left in the rear. 
behind me, and McDaniel was in the center, and Mr. Hedriclc 
was on the outside in the back. 
· page 191 ~ Court: In other words, you were driving, Roose-
velt Robinson was in the front seat with you, Mr. 
Lloyd Slay.ton was in the rear seat immediately behind you 
and l\fcDaniel was in the center of the rear seat and Mr. Hed-
rick was on the right-hand side in the rear seaU 
166 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia, 
Lee Carter. 
Mr. Carter: Yes. 
Q. How did you come into .Altavista V 
A. We came along 29 from Motley and turned up at this 
service station on the right-we turned to the left there. 
Q. You went around the block T 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Where did you park? 
A. Almost in front of Clanton 's Drug Store. 
Q. On the west side of Broad Street going down 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long· after you parked was it that you saw Mr. 
Barnes? 
A. It was about a ininute or a minute and a half. 
Q. Where were you? 
A. Still under the wheel in the car and Lloyd had got out. 
Q. Where was Lloyd Slayton 7 · 
A. He had got out of the car by that time and was stand-
ing with one foot on the fender and one on the handle of the 
car door. 
Q. Where did he get out? 
A. On the left. I bad to lean over and let him out. It is a 
two-door sedan. 
Q. Did you hear Mr. Barnes call to Lloyd Slayton to come 
over to where he was Y 
A. I am not sure I heard anything, but I saw him motion 
him over. • 
Q. Was Mr. Barnes headed toward Main Street! That is. · 
when he drove away with Lloyd .. 
A. Yes. 
page 192 ~ 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long was it before they drove off? 
A. Not over a minute. 
Q. Did they drive down toward the stop light? 
Q. How long was it .until you saw Mr. Slayton again T 
A. I didn't see Mr. Slayton again until I went back to "J\fot. 
ley again. · . · 
Q. I don't mean the old gentleman, Mr. Slayton. I mean 
Mr. Lloyd Slayton. 
A. Oh. Mr. Barnes came up about half an hour later and 
wanted to know where- the keys was and I told him I didn't 
know. 
Q. Where were the keys 'l 
A. In my pocket. 
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Q. Did you find out at that time that Lloyd Slayton had 
been arrested and put in the Altavista Jail? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you know anything about that before that7 
A. No. 
Q. Who has been driving the car for Mr. Slayton when he 
would come over to see his father for the last several months? 
A. I have. And I also did his .driving around Danville. 
Q .. Well,· did he explain to you when he first mentioned the 
matter to you that his driving permit was revoked? 
A. Yes. 
Q. About how often did he come over to his father's f 
A. He came over about eight times during that period. 
Q. Did you drive each time 7 . 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who was over there at Motley at the store when you 
got in the car to come to Altavista that day, if you :remem- · 
her? 
A. I know Mr. Slayton was there, Mrs. Slayton and his 
(Lloyd's) brother, John Slayton. That's all I re-
page 193 } call. 
Q. Do you remember seeing Mrs. Slayton about 
the time you got ready to drive out? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where was she? 
A. She gave Bud some letters to mail and she came around 
on the left-hand side of the car ·and gave him the letters. 
Q. You mean Lloyd Slayton?. 
A. Yes. . 
Q. Were you in the car at the time that she gave him the 
letters 7 
A. Yes. I was under the wheel at the time. 
Q. No, were all of these other four people in the car at the 
time?· . · 
A. No. Three of them were and Lee came out and asked if 
he could go with us. I believe he asked, or they asked him 
to go, one or the other. . 
Q. This fellow Hedrick- You heard what he said. Was 
be pretty high, or not Y 
A. Yes. He had a snoot full. 
Q. Was anybody else in there drinking? 
A. Mr. Robinson was pretty tight, himself, and Lee had 
6ad a bottle of beer or something. You could smell it. 
Q. Had you and Lloyd Slayton been drinking? 
A. No, sir. 
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By Mr. Thompson~ 
Q. Mr. Carter, what were you and Lee McDaniel and Jolm 
Slayton- Were you down at Mr. EppersQn's place when 
young Epperson was arrested¥ 
A. Yes. · 
Q .. What were yon doing theref· 
A. I was just riding ar.ound.. I was on my vacation. 
Q. What were the other boys doing there! What was Slay-
ton doing there. Y 
A.. He waS'" -on vacation, too. 
Q. What were the others doing? Was Lee McDaniel on va· 
cation! 
page 194 } A. He wasn't in the car. 
Q. Mr. Rorer has testified that he was in t11e 
car. Is he mistaken °l 
A. Yes. · 
Q. The two Juniors were in the cart 
A. Yes. 
Q. What were you talking aboutt 
A. Just one thing and· another. 
Q. W ereri 't you trying to get these boys to ·stick to the same 
storyf 
.A.. No. 
Q. You didn't do that Y 
A. No. · 
Q. You tell this jury that yon were driving this automobile 
on the 23rd when it is alleged that Lloyd Slayton was driv-
ing? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You say yon had had nothing to drink at allY 
A. No. 
Q. I want to know why when Mr. Barnes came back you 
told him a. falsehood about the car keys. 
A. After he came back and demanded the keys I knew Mr. 
Slayton had been arrested. 
Q. Yon knew it then Y How did you know it f 
A. I knew it becanse-
Q. You surmised thatt 
A. Yes. . 
Q. Why did you tell a falsehood about the keysf You did 
not have any reason, did you? 
A. No. 
Q. You must have had some reason-WhyY 
A. At the time the keys had been turned over to me in Dan-
Lloyd E. Slayton v. Commonwealth of Virginia. 169 
Lee Carter. 
ville when we left the factory that morning and I 
page 195 ~ felt it was my place to put those keys 'back in the 
man's hand again. 
Q. You felt that you had to give them back to Lloyd Slay-
ton f You knew that Lloyd h~d been arrested, didn't you Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you ask Mr. Barnes! 
A. No. . 
Q. Why didn't you ask him? 
A. It seemed to stand to reason when he come back for 
those keys that he had been arrested. 
Q~ And you didn't ask Barries 1 
A. No. 
Q. You didn't ask anything about why he had been ar-
rested? 
J. .. No. 
Q. Why dicln 't you ask him? 
A. Well; Mr. Slayton came up a little after that and said 
Lloyd had been arrested and told John and me to drive the 
car back. 
Q. :But you ·knew Slayton had been arrested when Mr. 
Barnes asked you for the keys 1 How did you know it then Y 
( Counsel for defendant objects to abuse of the witness.) 
Court: 'That's a proper question. Let him answer. 
Mr. Stowers: We except 
Q. Isn't it the truth that you knew that he had been ar-
rested and knew why and you didn't need :any further in-
formation and that's why you didn't askY 
A. I knew he had been arrested, or I thought so, by him 
coming up and asking for the keys. . . 
Q. Why, when you were coming into Altavista, did you make 
a sudden swerve to the left .and go up that street and around 
through the back part of the town rather than come up Broad 
Street? · 
A. Mr. Slayton told me to make that turn. 
Q. Do you know where Lloyd Slayton was goingf 
A. He said he was going to get some underwear, but I don't 
know where he was going to get it. 
page 196 ~ Q. Do you know that the only stores where you 
could buy underwear in Altavista are on the op-
posite side of the street? 
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A. No. I am a stranger in town, and I don ~t know any-
thing about where the stores are. · 
Q. You tell this jury that Lloyd Slayton was out of the car 
with one foot on the running board and his hand on the handle 
of the car door when Mr. Barnes drove upY 
A. Yes. · 
Q. And that was one minute or a minute and a half before 
he drove upY 
A. Yes. 
Mr. Stowers: 
Q. On a previous trial here I understood you to say that at 
about the time Mr. Barnes came up and asked you for the keys 
that Mr. Slayton came up and told you and John to take the 
car on over to Motley, that Lloyd was in jail and he was p:o-
ing to bail him .. Is that correct? 
A. Yes. That's correct. 
Q. And that was at the same time that Mr. Barnes came 
and asked you about the keys Y 
A. Mr. Barnes had asked me a second or two before that. 




MRS. J. L. SLAYTON, 
for the c;Iefendant: 
By Mr. Stowers: . . 
Q. You are the mother of Lloyd Slayton Y 
A. Yes.· · 
Q. And you and your husband operate a service station at 
Motley! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you present on the 23rd day of June, at tl!e time 
spoken of here when Lloyd was arrested, at your filling sta-
tion at Motley when they started from your filling station to 
Altavista T 
A. Yes. I was present, and Hedrick and Robinson came in 
. and Hedrick was so drunk that Robinson wa.s holding him by 
the arm. Hedrick asked John if he would take 
page 197. ~ them to Altavista, that they would give him $1.00 
a piece, and they got on Carter to drive them to 
Altavista:. So Carter said he would take them. So they all 
•, 
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got in the car and I called my son {Lloyd) and gave him three 
letters to mail in Altavista for me. Lloyd was going to buy 
some underwear in Altavista. 
Q. Where was he 7 
A. In the rear seat behind Carter and Carter was behind 
the wheel of the automobile. And I went around to the left 
side of the car and handed the letters to Lloyd. 
Q. Were they still sitting that way when they left Y 
A. Yes. And Mr. Hedrick was sitting on the ·right side in 
the rear. Mr. Lee McDaniel was sitting in the middle in the 
rear and Mr. Robinson was sitting in the front. · · 
Q. And Lee Carter under the wheel 7 . 
A. Yes. Lee Carter was at the wheel when they started off. 
I waited until they pulled out before I went back in the serv-
ice station. · 
Q. How far is it from there to Altavista? 
A. About four miles. 
Q. You say you had to hollow at your son? 
A. Yes. · 
Q. He can't hear good, can he? . . 
A. No. He was blowed up in the- ear in the army .. 
Mr. Thompson: You say Mr. Hedrick was so drunk that he 
had to be held up by the arm Y 
A. I said he was staggering and Mr. Robinson was holding. 
11im by the arm. · 
Q. And you say they brought this boy who was so drunk 
he had to be held by the arm to Altavista T 
A. Yes. And I was glad they took him out of my place. 
Q. And you testified that the reason they ~ame to Altavista 
was to buy some underwear? 
A. That's why Lloyd went along. To get some underwear. 
Q. Didn't you testify that the purpose of the crowd going 
was to get some underwear? · 
A. That was my son's purpose. 
Q. And I take it that if these boys hadn't come in and of-
fered your son $1.00 a piece to come to Altavista that they 
wouldn't have made the trip to Altavista that 
pag·e 198} day? · . . 
A. The chances arc they may not. 
Q. You say your son was in the car when you gave him the 
letters 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. You don't know whether he mailed them or not, do you Y 
A. He didn't that afternoon. He did the next day. · 
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1 ' 
By Mr. Stowers: 
LEE McDANIEL, 
for the defendant: 
Q. You live over in Pittsylvanih Countyf 
A. That's right. 
Q. Were you in that car on this occasion spoken of here f 
A. Yes. OJ got in the car at Motley and come to Altavista. 
Q. Well,· who drove that car from Motley to Altavista on 
that occasion °l · 
A. Mr. Carter, from Danville. 
Q. How many people were in the carf 
A. Five. 
Q·. How were they seated? 
A. Carter and Robinson were in frcmt. Lloyd was sitting 
on the left-hand side in the back and .I was sitting in the 
middle and Hedrick beside me. 
Q. And I understand that Lloyd Slayfon was sitting right 
behind the driver f 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Did yqu see Mrs. Slayton there about the car just before 
you leftY 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see her talking to her son, Lloyd Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did she give Lloyd anythingf 
A. Yes. She gave him three letters and told him to mail 
them. 
page 199 ~ Q. ·Now, when you got into the town. of Al.ta-
vista, if you know, how long was it before Mr. 
Barnes pulled up beside you Y 
A. I would say a couple· of minutes, the best I could fig'Ure. 
Q. Do you know where Lloyd Slayton was at that time? 
A. He was standing on the outside of the car with his foot 
,on the fender and his hand on the handle of the car door. 
Q. Where was Lee Carter f 
A. He was sitting in the car under the wheel. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Barnes make any motions for Lloyd to 
come over to him? · 
·A. Yes. 
Q. Did he go over 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long did they. sta.y there¥ 
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Lee M cDooiel. 
A. About one and a half niirltlMs or two. 
Q. Where did they ~fi Y 
A. Toward Lynchburg. · 
Q. They were headed down that way? 
A~ Yes; 
Q. Now, then, you did not stay aroiliid theN~ any ldtiger7 
A. No. I went over to the barber shop~ 
Q. What was the condition of this :t~rnfw Hedficlr y . 
A. Just like I said all the time-he was pfetty liigli ... 
Q. Hedrick swbi·e Uiat all Bf yon fblks; Lloyd S1aytt1n; Lee 
Carter and everybody, was drinking. 
A. I admit I drank a bottle of beer before I left the station 
at Mtitley; 
Q. Were Lloyd Slayton and Lee Carter drinking? 
A. No. I didn't see them drinking a drop. 
page 200 ~ ~Ir; Thompson: 
. · Q. Now, as I understand you, you ~ay ydtt w"ere 
riding in the back seat? . · · 
A. That's right. Iii th@ HiiddH!; 
Q. That Lloyd W~s ~itting li~sid~ yHu ott t11~ IeftT 
A. Yes. . . 
Q. And Hedrick oh tlie fig1it Y 
·A. Yes. 
Q. And Mr; Rdbirlsbn liritl Mt. carter H1 tlie frtJht ~~at~ Is 
that correct? 
,A. That's right. . 
Q. Whet~ wer~ ybtl wli~h J\fa!~ Barn~s d~d\tlj ~P?. . 
A. I had done got out of the car, me anti Shirley itetltick~ 
and we were ~tatltlin~ tip at th«! dflig stbrij~ . 
Q. And that -tvas about twa fhihutes aftt!r you stupped 1 
A. Yes. · 
Mr. Shhvers: . 
Q. Which side did Lloyd Slayttlh get tmt on T _ 
A. On the left-hand side, by Carter. Carter rais~tl fip 1ike 
this (8emdriMtates) so Lldyil colilfl g~t but. 
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The witness, 
By Mr. Stowers: 
JUNIOR LANIER, 
for the defendant: 
Q. Junior, I believe you work with your father on the farm 
in Pittsylvania County. , 
A. That's right. 
Q. How old are you Y 
A. Seventeen. 
Q. Were you ever in any trouble in your life Y 
A. No. 
Court: I don't know that that has anything to do with the 
case. 
page 201 ~ Q. Were you in Altavista on June 23, when 
Lloyd was arrested by Mr. Barnes Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where· were you, Junior 7 
A. In front of the Western Auto place. 
Q. Were you there when they parked the car¥ 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Who was driving that automobile! 
A. Lee Carter. 
Q. Did you see Bud Slayton get out of the car? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Just how did he get out-which side? 
A. Lee Carter kinda raised up and he crawled out the back 
side on the left side. 
Q. How long was it until Mr. Barnes got there¥ 
A. I reckon a minute or a minute and a half . 
. Q. Where was Lloyd Slayton when he got there Y 
A. Standing right_ beside the car, with his foot on the run-
ning board and one hand on the handle, of the car door. 
Q. He was standing by the car 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Barnes motion for him to come over to 
his car? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did he go over Y 
-A. Yes. . 
Q. How long did he stay there in Mr. Barnes' ca1·? 
A. I don't know. Me and the Epperson boy went on down 
the street. 
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page 202} Q. Now, you testified to that along with all 
. these others on July 6 before Hutch Overbey, 
didn't you? 
A. Yes. That's right. 
Q. Si_nce that time have you made any statements different 
from what you testified to on that occasion? 
A. Yes. I made one to Mr. Barnes. Q-. You did? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Well, there has been something said about on Tuesday 
after Monday when you were indicted, about John Slayton 
and Lloyd being down at your place talking to you and this 
boy (Epperson) in a car there. Why were they down there? 
A. Well, they come down there to tell us that we was in--
dieted .. 
Q. Is that the first time you found out that you were in-
dicted on Monday? : 
A. Yes. They" had just drove up when Mr. Barnes came. 
Q. How long had they been there before Barnes drove up, 
A. It might have been five minutes. 
Q. They came down to tell you that you were indicted 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. What happened after Mr. Barnes got thereT. 
A. ·He told us to come and get in his car. I just went on. 
The Epperson boy didn't have a shirt on and he went on down 
to his house to put a shirt on and then he came on back. We 
had been dobbing a ba·rn. 
Q. He had told you he wanted to take you with him T 
A. Yes. 
Q. What happened then T • 
A. We come on up by the house and he told Daddy he was 
going to take us to jail. 
Q. What did your father say? 
A. He asked to go our bond, and he said if he wanted to see 
us he could see us over here {Rustburg) Friday. 
page 203} Q. Where did he take you to? 
A. Altavista. 
Q. What happened there? 
A. He talked to the Epperson boy while I was in jail and 
then he put him back in jail and then took me out and ta~ed 
to me and put me back. We stayed in there around an hour , 
and he went out somewhere and come back and unlocked the 
jail and put handcuffs on me and the Epperson boy. 
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Q. Did he say antthing to you at that time about wahthig 
. yoh to change your statement f . . 
.A .. Yes .. 
Q. Wh.at did he sayf 
.A;. He said I hitd not been telling the trilth:.;..:.;;.thnt it wduld 
be a wl1ole lot easier on me; I told him I hatl heert ttmintt the 
truth-.. 
Q. What did he say f 
A. He s~id he didn't think I had been telling the truth. 
Q. Where did yon g9 tlien Y 
4; To Lyndhbtlrg. Wlieri we got there he took roe ilp-
staits, and J uhi~r said, '' I think .~e had better tell tlie truth 
about this and I said; '' I would do most anything to get otit 
of jail"; . . -
Q. Are you telling the truth now or did you tell the truth 
thenf 
A. I am t'elling the truth now. 
Q; Did you tell the truth before Mr; Overbey! 
A~ Yes. · 
Q. Have you told the sanie every tinie f 
A; Yes: 
Q. Were you sworn then, before Mr. OverbeyY 
A. Yes.. . 
Q~ Then I believe he brought you down tb Mr~ Thompson's. 
A. Yes! 
Q. were you handcuffed y .. 
A. No. He brought us down .and . we~ tolt1 Mi·. 
page 204 ~ Thompsorl. the same thing we, told l\:lr: Barnes. 
Q. Did he let you out of jail then Y .. . _ 
A. No. He started back to 'Lyrtchbtirg with us and tiief: Mr. 
Slaytbn and h~ went bur bond; . . . 
Q. Did Mr. Barnes tell you anytliirtg about it niiaht . be 
easier on yon if you would t~ll it th~ way he wanted it told Y 
A. Yes~ That's what lie saic;t. 
Q~ Is that why _you changed itL. . '" . · 
A. Yes. I hadn't ever l1een ih jail an.d I w~nted tb get 01~t. 
Q. And he said you went over to Mr: Rbrer 's between 11 :dO 
and 12 :00 in the night? . _ . .. 
A. -res~ I toltl liirh I didn't want to b~ bother~4 arty m.ore . 
. Q; Had he and Mr. Barnes been tunning ardnntl over there 
and talliing to you boys togeth~f T : . 
.A. Yes~ They were together that morning they come to get . 
us. 
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By Mr. Thompson: , 
Q. Now, Junior, you say that you wanted to get out of 
jailY 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did Mr. Barnes tell you you would be let out of jail f 
A. No. He said it would be easier on us. 
Q. Then you did not tell this to get out of jail. Did he ever 
ask you for anything but the truth Y 
A. No. 
Q. You tell the jury that you told him the truth to get out 
of jail and in the meantime he had not told you you would 
get out of jail if you would tell the truth? 
A. He didn't say it~ but he talked like it. 
Q. Didn't you know that already? ~hat it was best to tell 
the truth? 
A. Yes. 
Q. ·when you came to my house you were in 
page 205 ~ Mr. Barnes' car and didn't you tell me freely and 
voluntarily that you had told a falsehood t 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Didn't I tell you that we didn't irant anything but the 
truth? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you only got out of jail after you bad· given the 
proper bond f 
A. Yes. 
Q. Then, after you were out on bond why did you go up to 
Mr.· Rorer's place and wake him up and tell him that you 
had told Mr. Barnes the truth about this mattert 
A. I didn't want him bothering me any more. 
Q. You were under bond, weren't you T 
A. I didn't know nothing a bout no bond. I never had been 
in any trouble. · 
Q. Isn't it a fact that John Slayton and Lee Carter came 
back and · got you to tell the same story you told the first 
time? ' 
A. No. 
Q. What were they trying to get you to do when Mr. Barnes 
came after vou f 
A. Nothing. . 
Q. What did they come forf 
A. To tell us we were indicted. 
Q. Did they tell you at that time that they- had gone on 
your. bond to keep you from going to jail 1 
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A. No. ·They had just got there when Mr. Bariies came . 
. Q. They could have told you thaf in a very short while. 
They told you a lot of other stuff, didn't they¥ 
-· A. They badn 't- been there but a few minutes. 
Q. You did testify falsely on July 6, didn't you? 
l1.. No. 
page 206 ~ Q. I believe you testified previously that there 
were some girls with you the day you came to 
Altavista, on June 23, when Lloyd Slayton was arrested. 
What girls were with yout 
A. Elsie Elliott and Inez Rowland. 
Q. Where do they live Y 
A. Well, one lives at Midway and the other one at Brutus. 
Q. Where? In Pittsylvania Countyi 
A. Yes. They sat in the car while Epperson and me went 
down the street. "\Ve went down to Tom's place .. 
Q. Whose car were they in? 
A. Mine. 
Q. Where was your car f 
A. Up behind the bank. 
Q. What bank¥ The First National Bank f 
A. Yes. 
Q. What were you and this young man doing clown in front 
of the Western-Auto place? · 
A. We was just coming up the street. 
Q. Where bad you been! 
A. Down. to Tom's place. 
Q. You left these young ladies in the car and you and 
Junior Epperson went down to Tom's place to g·et a drink Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, didn't Mr. Barnes tell yoU:r father that the only 
person that could bail you all was the Trial ,Justice or the 
Bail Commissioner? 
.A.\. If he did I didn't hear it. 
Q. Mr. Barnes was nice to you, wasn't he 1 
A. Yes. He wasn't roug·h with me. 
Q. And the only thing he tried to get you to do was to tell 
the truth about the whole matter, wasn't it Y 
.l\.. Yes. 
page 207 r Q. And you told Mm that the tale you told on 
July 6, wasn't right Y 
A. That's right. 
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Mr. Stowers: 
Q. Did he want you to tell it like he told it! 
A. Yes. He wanted me to tell it like he told it. 
Q. Do you remember about John Slayton., at the time that 
you were <lobbing.the barn, do you remember him stating to 
you~ "You.boys have been indicted"! 
A. Yes. -
Court: You said what was written down to Mr. Barnes was 
not the trulh 7 
Mr. Lanier: Yes. 
Court : Do you think it is all right to not tell the truth . 
when you are not sworn 7 
Mr. Lanier: Yes. 
CQurt: Do you think it is all right not to tell the truth 
when you are sworn V 
Mr. Lanier: Yes. I guess it is .. 
The Witness, 
By Mr. Stowers: 
JUNIOR EPPERSON, 
for the defendant: 
Q. Your name is ,Junior Epperson f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. I believe you live and work with your father in Pittsyl-
vania County, Virginia! 
A. Yes. 
Q. How old are you? 
A. Twenty. 
Q. And you work on the farm Y 
. page 208 ~ A. Yes. 
Q. Have you ever been in any trouble? 
A. No, sir. 
. Q. Now, were you in Altavista on the 23rd day of June 
when this boy, Bud Slayton, was arrested! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where were you at the time f Did yon see them drive 
up in the car? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where were you Y 
A. Right in front of the Western Auto place. 
Q. Who·was driving that car? 
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A. Lee Carter. 
Q. Did you see him drive up and park there 'l 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Barnes_ drive up f 
A. Yes. . 
Q .. Was .he right immediately behind them t 
A .. N: o. Not right at the time.. I reckon be came up in 
about two minute·s. 
Q. Did you see Lloyd Slayton get outt 
A. Yes. 
·Q. Which seat was he riding int 
A. In the back seat on the left side. 
Q~ Which side did .he get out on t 
A. On the left. 
Q .. Whete was he when Mr. Barnes drove up f 
' 
A. On the left side by the car, with his foot on the running 
board. 
· Q. Did you see Mr. Barnes motion for him to come to his 
car! · 
A. Yes .. 
page 209 } Q. Where was Lee Carter Y 
A. Under the wheel. 
Q. How long did you stay around there Y 
A. Just a few minutes. We went right on to tho car. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Barnes driving off with Lloyd Slayton 
at the time! 
A .. No. We left before that\ 
Q. Over there in Pittsylvania County wl1en Mr. Barnes 
came after you boys what did he say to you Y 
A. You mean when he come after me Y 
Q. Yes. . 
A. He just told us to get in the car. 
Q. Did he tell you he was going to arrest you V . 
A. No. He said he was going to take us np the road a 
piece and talk to us and I told him, '' Let me get ni.e a shitt' '., 
and so we went nn up by Mr. Lahler's place and he wanted 
to bond us and he told him if he wanted to see us to come to 
Rust burg Friday. He took us to jail, and he took rue out and 
talked to ine and he told rue to tell the truth and I told him 
I had told the truth and he said I was a damn liar; that I 
didn't. Then he took Junior out and talked to him and put 
him back and then he left and went somewhere and came back 
in about half an hour and took t.ts to Lynchburg. When we 
got to the Lynchburg jail he put Junior upstairs and put me 
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downstairs and told me if I would tell the truth he might let 
us go home. I told him I didn't know anything about it, arid 
he went and got .Junior and we signed the writing. Then he 
took us to see Mr. Thompson and we met up with M1\ Slay-
ton and he bonded us. · · 
Q. Why did you tell-him that you had not told the truth W 
A. Because he told me I migili.t be able to go home and I 
wanted to go home. 
Q. Did you tell the truth then or are you telling· the truth 
now? 
A. Yes. I am telling the tr1.1tb now. 
Q. Are you telling the truth now1 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you foll the same thing before Mr. Overbey? 
A. Yes. 
page 210 ~ Q. Have you been sworn once or twice before 
· and told the same thing? · 
A. Yes. 
Mr. Thompson. Juniort why did you tall mo that you had 
told a falsehood on ..T uly 6 and that you were willing to testify 
to that in CourU . 
A. Well, I thought maybe you wouldn't put me back in jail. 
Q. Nobody told you you might be able to get out of jail, did 
ilieyY . 
A. Mr. Barnes fold me I might be able to go home. 
Q. He started back to jail with you after you left mv plnce, 
didn't he? " 
A. Yes. Q. Did you make any outcry i 
A. No. 
Q. You didn't ask anything about that, did you? 
A. No. 
Q. P.icln't I tell you that all I wanted was the truth? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And didn't you tell me that you were not in Altavista 
the day that Lloyd Slayton wa~ arrested f 
A. Yes. 
Q. I want to know wl1y after you got home--Incidentally, · 
who provided for your bond Y 
A. Mr. Slayton, or some of them. 
Q. Mr. J. L. Slayton 7 
A. Yes. 
. . 
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Junior Eppe·rson. . 
Q. He is the father of Lloyd Slayton, the man who is ac-
C'used, isn't he? 
A. Yes. 
page 211 ~ Q. Did he bond you and Lanier-Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Also Lee McDaniel f 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Wasn't he down here tl1at same day? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You went home, you were under bond, you got home-
Why did you, on the 12th of July,, voluntarily go up to the 
home of Mr. Rorer and tell him that vou had told Mr. Barnes 
the truth of the matter? .. 
A. I thought maybe if I would tell him he wouldn't lock 
me up. . 
Q. Why did you go further and tell him that the reason you 
told the lie on July 6, and the. reason you came to court, was 
because John and Bud persuaded you to do it? 
A. I don't remember telling him that. 
Q. You heard Mr. Rorer say that this morning, didn't you Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. And he is mistaken 1 
A. I don't know about that. I just don't remember saying 
that. 
Q. Why did you say thaU 
A. I was just scared. 
Q. Y <;>u had been home two days and you were scared? 
A. Yes, and I have been scared ever since. 
Q. Didn't Bud Slayton get around you boys after you got 
home and persuade you to deny what you lrnd told Mr. Barnes, 
me and Mr. Rorer was the truth i 
A. No. 
Q. Didn't they tell you tbnt you would be indicted and that 
if you would tell the original tale you would be indicted just 
the sameY 
A. No. 
page 212 ~ Q. Didn't they tell you you would be prosecuted 
anyway? 
A. No. 
Q. What were John and McDaniel doing down there the 
day Barnes came after you Y 
A. They was just down there to tell me I was indicted. 
Q. ·Mr. Carter was there too °l 
A. Yes. 
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Q. Now, .aren't you mistaken tliat Mr. Barnes said nobody 
could bond you-that if they wanted to see you to come here 
on Friday! 
A. No. He told Junior's daddv if he wanted to see us to 
eome over here on Friday. ., 
Q. Is he here today? 
A. No. 
Q. So your story is that Mr. Barnes was two minutes be-
hind Mr. Slayton's car when he drove up! · 
.A. Yes. . 
Q. What were you doing there in front of · the Western 
Auto store? 
A. We was just coming up the street. And we saw them 
park there and Mr. Barnes come and park there. 
Q .. You just saw it in a :flash 7 
A. Yes. 
Q. What called your attention to that particular car? 
A. I knew the car and I was looking ro see if John was in 
there. , · 
Q. And you boys hurried away when :M:r. Barnes came upT 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Mr. Lanier testified that you brought a couple of girls 
to Altavista that day. 
A. Yes. They was in the .car. 
Q. How long ·bad you been there? 
A. About a half an hour. 
page 213 }- Q. .And you and Lanier had been down to 
Tom's Place 7 
A. Yes. 
Q . .And I take it that tl1ese two young ladies· never did get 
out of the car at all? 
A. No. 
The witness, 
By Mr. Stowers: 
LEFJ CARTER, 
recalled: 
Q. After Mr. Barnes and Lloyd Slayton drove down the 
'Street, when was the next time that you saw Lloyd Slayton Y 
A. Back at his father's service station after his father 
brought him out of jail. · 
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The witness, 
By 1\fr. Stowers·:-
J. L .. SLAYTON, 
for the defendant: 
Q .. You are the father of Lloyd Slayton f 
A. Yes .. 
Q. And you run a business over at Motleyf 
A .. Yes, sir. · 
Q~. Were_"you present over th~re trying to bond Lloyd Slay-
ton before Mr. Fitzgerald, the Mayor of Altavista Y 
A. Yes. I was in there. 
Q. Your son is very hard of hearing, isn't he t 
.A. He is .. 
Q. And Mr. Barnes stated this morning that he told Mr. 
Fitzg~ralq · somet}:ling l}ke he_ ~i<l:n 't know just why he drove,. 
or somethmg 0£ that kmd. Did he say that f 
.A. No. Nothing like that. Not a thing in the world. Noth-
. ins:_ like that passed in there. N €h Absolutely not. 
Q. You heard Mr. Barnes swear1 
.A.. Yes. I certainly did. 
page 214 ~ Q. When did you first hear about yoltr boy be-
in jailf 
A .. When they called me up ... 
Q. Who called! 
.A. B."f:lddy. 
Q. Whfn you got there did you go out to the car where Lee 
Carter wasY 
A. _Yes, sir., . 
Q. Who was with yon f 
A. I think I was by myself; I dqn 't remember. 
Q. Did John come'over there? · 
A. Yes. T·hat 's rigl1t. John come with me. 
Q. Did you say anything to tT ohn about taking the car back 
to Motley! 
A. Yes. 
Q. Lee Carter was there at tl1e time °l 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where was Barnes at that time Y 
A. He coµie about the time I got there. He was there 
mighty quick. . 
Q. They took· the car on back to Motley, Lee Carter and 
Johnf ' 
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RusBell 'l.'uck. Lloyd Slayton. 
A. Yes. 
The next witness, 
By Mr. Stowers: 
RUSSELL TUCK, 
for the def enclant: 
Q. What do you do, Russell? 
A. I farm. 
Q. Where do you live Y 
A. Down near Renan. 
Q. Do you live pretty close to where Junior Epperson 
lives Y 
A. Yes. About a mile. . 
Q. How long have you known him 1 
page 215 ~ A. All of his life. 
Q. How old are you? 
A. Twenty-one. 
Q. Are you acquainted with his reputation for truth and 
veracity over in the neighborho·od in which he lives and what 
people have to say about llim? 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Are you acquainted with bis general moral charactert 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is that good or bad? 
A. It is good. 
The witness, 
LLOYD SLAYTON: 
By Mr. Stowers : 
Q. How old ar~ you, Lloyd 1 
A. Sir? 
Q. How old are you? 
A. Twenty-eight. 
Q. I don't believe you can hear rig·ht good, can you f 
A. No. I got my ears hur.t in the a:rmy. · 
Q. Where have you been smce you got out of the armyt 
A. I have been working for the Imperial Tobacco Company 
and the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company gave·me a better of-
fer and I went to work for them. 
Q. Now, on the 23rd day of" June, 1945, at the time that 
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you were stopped and arrested by Mr. Barnes did you come 
down to your father's fi.Jling st~tion that day from DanvilleT 
A. S~Y · 
Q. On the 23rd day of June, when you were arrested by 
Mr. Barnes did you come down _to your father's filling station 
from Danville? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 216 } A. Yes. Mr. Carter and myself. 
Q. ·who drove the car Y 
A. Mr. Carter. 
Q. I believe your license was revoked sometime before thatf 
A. Yes. Thev had been revoked. 
Q. Who had been driving for you after that up to June 231 
A. I had Mr. Carter to do the driving for me. I got a job 
for him with the company I woi:ked for. I got him so he could 
be there to do my driving for me. . 
Q. Did you stop at your father's filling station that day? 
A. Yes. That's what I came for. To see mv father and 
mother. " 
Q. Did you come from there to Altavista t 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who drove? 
A. Mr. Lee Carter did. He did all my driving. 
Q. Did you meet Mr. Barnes or any other official on the 
road between Motley and Altavista so far as you know? 
A. I didn't see him. I didn't know anything about it if . 
we did. . 
Q. Where did you park in Altavista Y 
A. SirY 
Q. Where did you park the car in Altavista? 
.A. I didn't. I wasn't driving. 
Q. I mean the driver. 
A. We went up by Mr. Owen's service station and parked 
in front of Clanton 's Drug Store. 
Q. How long was· it before M1~. Barnes came up Y 
A. About one and a half or two minutes. 
Q. Where were you when he came up Y 
page 217} A. I was standing· outside· of the car with my 
right foot .on the running board and my right arm 
on the door of the car .. 
Q. Where was Lee Carter? 
A. He was sitting under the wheel T · 
Q. What happened? 
A. I got out of my car and I asked Mr. Carter to lean for-
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ward and l~t me get out of the car. I had asked Mr. Carter., 
'' Do yon want to go with 1with me and get some underwear Y'' 
We had been trying to find some in Danville and couldn't 
:find -any. And he said ''Yes", and just when he started to 
get out Mr. Barnes motioned me to come over there and I 
went over and he told me to get in his car. He asked me for 
my registration card, and I wondered why be wanted that, but 
I gave it to him, and he took that. and was writing on a pad. 
He asked me to sign the card. He said "Sign this", and I 
said. "What forY", and he said ''Speeding". He said he was 
going to take me to Lynchburg. I said '' I can get the man 
who was driving to sign it" and I started to get out and he 
grabbed me by the arm and wouldn't let ·me out. He asked 
me three or four times to sign the card and I wouldn't do it. 
He put me in jail in Altavista and I told him I wanted to call 
my father to come and get me out of jail and he asked Mr . 
. West where the 'phone was and I g·ot my father on the 'phone 
:and told him to come and get me out on bond. I · would say 
ten minutes after I·called my Dad came~ They took me down 
to Mr. Fitzgerald's office down on the corner of Broad and 
29, and he fixed the bond and so I went on home with my 
father. 
Q. There l1as been some testimony here by :Mr. Barnes that 
Mr. Fitzgerald asked you why you drove and you. told .him 
you didn't know why. · 
A. Mr. Fitzgerald will ten you himself tba t he didn't ask 
me anything and I didn't tell him anything. Mr. ·Fitzgerald 
didn't ask me anything. 
Q. Well, now, when you came from Motley, who was in the 
car? 
A. Mr. Carter was driving, Mr. Robinson was sitting in the 
front beside <;>f him. I was sitting in the back on the left~ 
Mr. Lee McDaniel was sitting in the middle and Shirley Hed-
rick was sitting on the right in the back seat. 
· Q. Were any of you drunk in that cad 
A. ¥r. Robinson and Mr. Hedrick was feeling pretty g·ood. 
Q. It has been testifi~d to here. by Shirley Hedrick that you 
and John, one or both of you, asked him to testify what you 
wanted him to testify to. Is that true or not true Y 
A. I went up and a~kecl him if he would come and tell what 
be saw and he said he would. 
page 218 ~ · Q. That was in the Trial J nstice Court f 
A. Yes. Before Mr. Overbey. 
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Q. Did yon -in any way try to induce him to tell anything 
wrong! 
A. No. I didn't want him to tell nothing wrong. I wnnte_d 
him to tell the truth., just like it was. 
Q .. There has been testified to something about the officers 
coming up wl1en you wore over at Junior Lanier's and Junior 
Epperson 's. Why were you over the1·e ! 
A. I went over to tell them that there was an indictment 
against them. 
Q. That was on Tuesday 7 
A. Yes, ·sir. Tuesday or Wednesday. 
Q. Tell that jury whether or not you were driving that au-
tomobile on this occasion from Motley to .Altavista. 
A. No, sir. I was not driving that automobile. I was tried 
for that on Monday and was found not guilty. 
Q. Mr. Lee Carter was driving! 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know a man by the name of Jess Dalton f 
A. No. sir. I have never heard of him. 
Q. Now you and Lee Carter both work together, I believe, 
at this tobacco companyf · 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you get Carter the job there? 
A. Yes. I met him at the American Legion meeting. I met 
Mr. Carter there and told him about being in the army and he 
said he had been in the army too and he said he wasn't able 
to work, and I told him I wanted him to drive for me because 
I needed somebody to drive for me because I had kinda' 
got messed up on my driving permit, and he said he would 
be glad to do it. And I got him a job with the company I 
worked for. I talked to :M::r. Lindsay, and he hired him and 
put him to work. 
Q. Has he been driving for yon ever since t 
A . .Yes. Every time I wanted to go anywhere in the car he 
took me. 
Q. The man on the rear seat back there is Mr. Jess Dalton. 
Do- you know him f • 
page 219 ~ (Mr. Slayton turns around and looks at Mr. 
Dalton.) 
A. No. I went down the steps outside a while ago and he 
spoke to me and I didn't know who he was, because I don't 
know him. 
\ . 
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Mr. Thompson: 
Q. All right. Why were you going to Altavista that day, 
Mr. Slayton 7 
A. SirY 
Q. ,vhy did you go to Altavista that day, 
A. You mean Mr. Carter and myself and the others Y -
Q. Yes. 
A. Well, Mr. Lee McDaniel and Mr. Robinson asked us 
would we take them QVer there and I said if Mr. Carter , 
would drive we would go and he said "Yes" he would drive, 
and in the meantime I was going to try to pick me up $Ome 
underwear. 
Q. ·what store were you g<;>ing to to buy the underwear, 
A. Smith's. . 
Q. Why did you tell Mr. Carter to turn to the left and go 
around by the Texaco filling station and back clown into Main 
Street when you would be across the 8treet from the store Y 
A. Well, I can tell you that very easy, Mr. Thompson. Be-
cause I had been staying over at Motley so~e and we always 
come in that way. To avoid the red light. You ~an go up 
there and turn around the hlock and go down to Main Street 
a lot easier., and when you get ready to come home you make 
a turn at the red light and go ahead. 
Q. And if you are fleeing from an officer it is a better way? 
A. No. We wouldn't have stopped if we had known the 
officer was behind us. 
Q. What model car do you have¥ 
A. A 1936. 
Q. Is that what you were driving that day? 
A. That's wha.t Mr. Carter was dl;'iving that day. 
Q. That 1936-was it a Ford? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now the seats on those cars-the whole front s·eat pulls 
up. , 
page 220 ~ A. Yes. I believe that standard of model does, 
but I had a 1941 seat in my car that I got from 
Mr. Short. Therefore, only the back of the seat comes for-
ward. The whole seat doesn't. 
Q. Now, you say that you and John, your brother, went up 
to see Hedrick and you didn't ask him to tell a lie i 
A. There was no need to tell a lie, ~ir. 
Q. You deny thatf 
A. Yes . 
. Q. He says you did. 
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A. I couldn't ask him to tell anything--just what he saw-
that's all there was any need to tell. · 
Q. You say you drove over to tell Epperson and, Lanier 
they had been indicted Y 
A. Yes. 
Q: Who told you 1 
A. My lawyer, M:r. Stowers. 
Q. When did he tell you that? 
A. Tuesday morning. He told my brother that morning. 
Q. Where were you at the time they were indicted Y 
A. I don't know exactlv where I was. I was indicted at 
the. same time. I imagine I was at work in Danville. 
Q. You came over to see about the matter and tell the boys 
they had been indicted Y 
· A. No. I came over to see my mother and Dad, as both 
me and my Dad are connected in the store there I came over 
on some business. 
Q. How did Lee Carter happen to come over with you? · 
. A. He came over to drive. 
· Q. So you and Lee Carter got off of your job in Danville 
and came over to tell the boys they had been indicted? 
A. We didn't come to tell the boys. I came over to see 
my father on some business. ·while we were there this came 
up so I went over to see the boys. 
page 221 ~ Q. Now, you say you don't know Mr. Jess Dal-
. tonY 
A. Sir¥ . 
Q. You say you don't know Mr. Jess Dalton f 
A. No. 
Q~ You don't know w bether he knows you or not¥ 
A. I don't see how he can know me if I don't know him. 
Q. Well, some people· know you by sight. 
A. Well, it looks like if he knew me very well I would know 
him. 
Q. Now, as a matter of fact, clidn 't you and your brother 
John and Lee Carter go down to see Epperson and Lanier to 
try to hold them in line. and try to get them to tell the same 
story, even though they had been indicted, that they had told 
on J nly 6, 1945 Y 
A. No. The only thing they could tell was the truth. 
Q. You knew after that that they did tell us another storyf 
A. Yes. I did when they come and told me they did. 
Q. And you got them to change it again and t~ll the same 
thing. 
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A. No. I didn't ask them anything. Just what they ~new 
and what they saw. They told my brother they had seen 1t. 
Q. How fast was Mr. Carter driving your -car when you 
came into Altavista on June 23? 
A. I don't know exactly. I was sitting in the back seat. I 
couldn't see the speedometer. I imagine about 50. 
Q. That was beyond the speed limit at that time8 wasn't it f 
A. I guess it was. Yes. 
Mr. Stowers: _ 
Q. Lloyd, was your mother at the car when you left Mot-
ley for Altavista? 
A. Yes. She gave me some letters to mail. She gave me 
three letters. 
Q. She gave you some letters to mail T 
A. Yes. Three of them. 
page 222 } Q. When did you get to mail those letters Y 
A. I intended to mail them in Altavista but 
when all this come up I didn't mail them until the next morn-
ing when we got to Danvill~. · 
Q. Since your license was revoked and before the 23rd of 
June, has :M:r. Barnes stopped this same automobile'? 
A. Yes. I think it was the last of February or the :first of 
March, right after that. 
Q. Were you in the car? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who was driving! 
A. A Pickrel boy. 
Q. Where were you going? 
A. We had been to Lynchburg and was on t]1e way back and 
he stopped the car. - . . 
Q. Was that this same 1936 Ford? 
A. Yes. 
Q. ·why did he stop the car tl1at timef 
A. I don't know, sir. He didn't give any reason. He asked 
the man to show him his driving permit and he showed liim bis 
driving· permit and he said something about a mistake. So 
he got in his car and drove off and we followed him on down 
the road. 
Q. And that was after your driving permit was revoked t 
A. Yes. 
Q .. When he stopped the car this Pickrel boy you had· got, 
was he sitting under the wheel when l1e stopped the car! 
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A~ Was bet 
Q. Yes. 
A. Yes, siree. 
Mr. Thompson: 
Q. Did Mr. Barnes arrest you tbat time and charge yon with 
driving while your permit was revoked Y · 
page 223 ~ A.. No. . 
Q. Did he say anything ·about arresting you Y 
A. No. There was no need. I was sitting on the other side 





Q. Mr .. Barnes, it has been testified. here by Junior Epper-
son that•you told him tbat if he would tell the truth that he 
might be able to go back borne that night. Did you make any 
such statement to him Y 
A. No, sir .. , 
Q. Did you make any promises of any kind to him if he 
would make a different statement t 
A. No. 
Q. Junior Lanier has testified that yon told him that if he 
told the tmth it would be easier on them. Did you tell him 
thatY . 
A.. No, sir.. I told him that when he came into Court the 
only thing to do was to tell the truth, but I didn't tell him it 
would be easier on him. r didn't know whether it would or 
not. 
Q. It bas been testified also by I believe it was Junior Ep-
person that you used an oath when he told you that he had 
told the truth on July 6 over in Altavista. I believe he said 
that you said you didn't want to hear another damn thing 
about it, or something of that nature. Did you say that Y 
A. No. I told him if that was all he liad to say that I didn't 
wani to hear him say anything because I thought he was tell-
ing a lie. 
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Q. Mr. Barnes, what is the condition of this street just be-· 
yond the Texaco Filling Station with reference to whether or 
not it is smooth and a much traveled street, like ~9 or BrQaq 
Street, in Altavista¥ 
A. It is right rough when you tnm off 1.1nt.i1 you get up to 
where you turn up to the other. street. It is not traveled 
anything like the other street. 
Q·r Do you lmow wh~t i:;peod yo-q wore nu~king wl1eA y<>u 
followed him around that street f 
A. No. I ran jIJSt &~ fast as J could to stay on the street 
with any safety ~t an, 
page 224 ~ Q. Now, he haf:I testµipq. hor.e that you stopped 
his Oflr one tinw since Febr11ary 2. Do you r~~~u 
the occ.asion that you stopped the car? 
A. No. I don't reoµlJ it l migl1t have, but I don't ]plow. 
Thora is ln:rnd1!eds of th~m on the road. Evidently there 
wasn't anything wrong with it peoa.use if there had been l 
would ha.ve done something about it. 
Q. In othm! words, you luwe no rer.ollection. of, thaU 
A. No. I wouldn't say l didn't do it, becaQ.se I stop sqme 
of them about drivers lfoepse~ or somathipg like that all the 
time. 
· , Q. Did you search Lloyd Slayton af tcr you arrestad hmi • 
Mr. Stowers: We object to that. 
Court: Objection overruled. 
Mr. Stowers: Y.l e except. 
Q. Lloyd Slayton says hQ Jmd some letters in his pocket. 
A. I went over his pockets, etc., and I didn't see anything 
in his pockets. 
Q. Was he in his shjrtsleeves Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you find any letters Y 
A. No. 
Q. Did you take anything off of him? 
A. A knife. 
Q. And you f ouncl 110 letters on him t 
A. No. 
Mr. Stowers: 
. Q. Mr. Barnes, you were only searching for something that 
might be a deadly weapon, weren't you? 
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A. Yes. 
Q. You didn't go into all of his pockets, of course 7 
A. No. 
tlage 125 ~ Commonwealth i,. 
Junior Epperson: 
The Court instructs the jury that if any person., to whom 
~n oath is lawfully administered on any occasion, wilfully 
~wears falsely on such occasion touchlng any material matter 
or thing, he shall be guilty of perjury. 
· The Court further instructs the jury that if they believe 
from the evidence in this case bevond a reasonable doubt that 
Junior·Epperson, on July 6, 1945, at the trial of the case of 
The Commonwealth of Virginia v. Lloyd Slayton before the 
Trial Justice of Campbell County on a charge of driving an 
automobile while his permit to operate an automobile wa~ 
suspended: (1) was duly and lawfully sworn to testify; (2) 
that the oath to testify was lawfully administered hy an of-
:fic.er authorized to administer an oath; (3) that at said trial 
he wilfully swore falsely touching a material matter or issue 
involved at said trial, you shall find him guilty as charged in 
the indictment and fix his puni.shment by confinement in the 
penitentfary not less than one or more than ten yea.rs; or, in 
the discretion of the jury, he may be ~on:fined in jail not ex.:. 
ceeding one year, or :fined not exceeding $1,000.00, or both. 




C. E. B. 
The Court instructs the jury that as a matter of law in 
considering the case, the jury are not bound to go beyond the. 
evidence to hunt up doubts, nor~ must they entertain such 
doubts as are merely chimerical or conjectural. A doubt to 
justify an acquittal mnst be reasonable, and must arise from 
a Cf!,ndid and impartial investigation of all the evidence in 
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the case; and unless it is such that were the same Idnd of 
doubt interposed in a graver transaction of life, it would 
cause .a reasonable and prudent man to hesitate and pause, it 
is not sufficient to authorize a verdict of not guilty. If after 
considering all tl~e evidence the jury. can say they' have an 
.abiding conviction of the truth ·of the charge, they are satis-
ned beyond a reasonable doubt. 
G. 
C. E. B.. 
page 227 } Commonwealth 
v .. 
Junior Epperson. 
The Court instructs the jury that in determining the weight 
to be given the testimony of the different witnesses in this 
· -case, .the jury are authorized .. to consider the relationship of 
the witnesses to the party, if the same is proved; their in-
terest, if any, in the result of the case; their temper, feeling 
or bias, if any has been shown; their demeanor while testify-
ing; their apparent intelligence, and their means o, informa .. 
iion, and to give such credit to the testimony of such wit-
nesses, as under all the circumstances, suc"h witnesses seem 
to be entitled to.. · 
G. 
O. E. B. 
A. 
page 22S.} The Court instructs the jury that the sole issue 
submitted to you is whether or not the defendant, 
Junior Epperson, wilfully swore falsely as charged in the in-
dictment on the trial in the Trial Justice Court of Campbell 
County, Virginia, on the 6th day of July, 1945, wherein a case-
was being tried styled Commonwealth of Virginia -v. Lloyd 
Slayton, charging the defendant therein with having operated 
an automobile when his driving license therefor was sus-
pended. · -
The law presumes that the defendant, Junior Epperson, is 
not guilty of the charge against him in the indictment and 
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this presumption of innocence goes with him throughout the 
entire trial. . 
And the burden is on the Commonwealth to prove its case,. 
and every element thereof, beyond a reasonable doubt; and 
it is not sufficient that you may believe th.e guilt of the de-
fendant probable, or more probable than his innocence. 
No degree of probability, or any circumstances, however 
suspicious, will authorize a conviction; and· if you are not con-
vinced from the evidence beyo:\ld a reasonable doubt of the 
g1li.It of the defendant you should find him not guilty. 
page 229 f B .. 
The Court instructs the Jury that the character of the ac-
cused good or bad when proved may always be considered by 
the jury-along with the other evidence in determining his 
guilt ol' ~ocence. 
O.E.B. 
page 230 ~ c. 
The Court instructs the jury that if upon the whole case 
you have a reasonable doubt of the defendant having been 
proven to be guilty you should find him not guilty. 
page 231 r fJERTIFICATE. 
I, Chas. E. Burks, Judge of the Circuit Court of Campbell 
County, Virginia., who presid~d over the trial of the Com .. 
monwealth of Virginia v. Ll<>yd E, Slayton, at Rustburg, Vir..: 
ginia, October 15, l94:> on 11 ~le to sh9w cau~e whi a jndg-
Jn'-lnt entered ngainst bin,. by the Trial Justice <>f Ca.mp bell 
CQunty on Febrnary 2, 1945, impo$jng a ~a,il sentence of sixty 
.. (60) days, ja.il aenteI1-f!~ suspended durmg good behavior, 
should not be revoked, sa.id trial being on an appeal from 
the Trial Justice· of Campbell County whQ revoked said sua~ 
pended sentence on July 13, 1945, the hearing on which rule 
was held at the same tim.e the case of the Cmnmonwealth of 
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fully and recklessly driving an autotiJ.obile while his lfoense 
was revoked, do hereby cettify that at the time'I decided nnd 
:finally disposed of the said rule on October 23, 1945, I had 
presided at and heatd all' the evidence given at the trial of 
the case of Commonwealth of Virginia v. Lloyd Slayton tried 
at Rustburg, Virginia, July 20, 1045, on a charge of suborna-
tion of perjury, and had presided at and heard all of the evi-
dence given at the trial of the case of Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia v. Lloyd Slayton tried at Rustburg, Virginia, October 
15, 1945, on a charge of driving an automobile while 
his license remained revoked, and had presided at and 
had heard all the avidence given at tlie trial of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia v. Junior Epperson tried at 
ltu~tburg, Virgi~ia! on October 17,, _1945, ori a charge. of 
perJttry; and I cto furthar ~certify that the fotegomg 
is a ti-ue and correct copy and report of the evidenae, all 
of the instructions offered, granted, and refused by the Oourt, 
and other incidents of the three said trials, to-wit: Common~ 
w~alth of Virginia v. tloyd S1aytol1, tried July 20, 1945, · and 
· the Commonwealth of Virginia v. Lloyd E. Slayton tried Oc-
tober 15, 1945, and the Cott1tnonwealth of Vir-
page 232} ginia v. Junior Epperson, tried October 17, 1945, 
togethet with objections and exceptions of the re-
spective parties as therein set forth. · . 
I do further certify that the Attorney for the Common-
wealth had reasonable notice in writing g!ven by counsel for 
the said Lloyd Slayton of the time and place when the fore-
going report of the testimony, instructions, exceptions and 
other. incidents of the trial would be tendered and presented 
to the undersigned for signature and authenticati_on. 
Given under my hand this the 5th day of November, 1945, 
within sixty ( 60) days after the final judgment of said case. 
CHAS. E. BURKS, 
Judge of the Circuit Court of Campbell 
County, Virginia. 
I, C. W. Woodson, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Campbel] 
County, Virginia, do certify that the foregoing report of the 
testimony, instructions, exceptions and other incidents in the 
trial 'of the Commonwealth of Virginia versu.s Lloyd E. Slay-
ton, all of which have been duly authenticated by the Judg·e 
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of said Court, were lodged and filed with me as Clerk of the 
said Court on ·the 6 day of Noy., 1945. -
pag·e 233 · ~ Virginia: 
C. W. WOODSON, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Campbell 
County. 
· In the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court of Campbell 
County, the 6th day of November, 1945. 
I, C. W. Woodson, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Campbell 
- County, Virginia, do certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct transcript of the record in the cases of the Common-
wealth of Virginia against Lloyd E. Slayton and Junior Ep-
person; and that it appears from the record that notice of ap-
plication for this transcript was given as required by law. 
Teste, 
C. W. WOODSON, Clerk. 
A Copy-_ Teste : 
M. B. W A.TTS, Clerk .. 
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